               Queen Victoria.
Her Majesty Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith, Empress of India

Victoria was queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (1837-1901) and empress of India (1876-1901). Her reign was the longest of any monarch in British history and came to be known as the Victorian era.

Queen Victoria was the official head of state not only of the United Kingdom but also of the growing worldwide British Empire, which included Canada, Australia, India, New Zealand, and large parts of Africa.

As the personal embodiment of her kingdom and as a model of civilization, Victoria brought to the British monarchy such 19th- century ideals as a devoted family, private and public respectability, and obedience to the law. During the later years of her reign, the monarchy attained a high degree of popularity among most of its subjects.
Queen Victoria was born Alexandra Victoria on 24 May 1819, in Kensington Palace,  London. She was  the only child of Edward, Duke of Kent and Victoria Mary Louise of Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld. Prince Edward, Duke of Kent and Strathern (Edward Augustus; 2 November 1767 - 23 January 1820)  was a member of the British Royal Family, the fourth son of King George 3. He was created Duke of Kent and Strathern  and Earl of Dublin on 23 April 1799, the same year he became commander-in-chief in North America. Victoria Mary Louise  (17 August 1786 - 16 March 1861)  was the daughter of the Duke of the German principality of Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld. 

When Victoria was 8 months old, her father died, and her mother raised her in Kensington Palace with the help of German governess, private English tutors, and Victoria’s uncle, Prince Leopold.

Victoria learned to speak and write French and German as readily as English. She also studied history, geography, and the Bible. She was taught how to play the piano and to paint. She enjoyed painting in her 60s.
In 1837,at the ago of 18,Victoria succeeded her uncle, King William VI, who had no legitimate children,  and her reign dominated the rest of the century. On her accession, Victoria adopted the Whig Prime Minister Lord Melbourne as her political mentor. Lord Melbourne instructed Victoria in her royal duties. He was an experienced old politician, but in 1841 he resigned, and was succeeded by Robert Peel. Victoria never came to like him.  His influence was replaced by that of Prince Albert.
In 1840 she married her first cousin, Prince Albert  of  Saxe-Coburg-Gotha (Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg  and Gotha(1819-1861). He was born in the small German principality of Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld to a family connected to many of Europe’s ruling monarchs. For the next 20 years they lived in close harmony and had a family of nine children, many of whom eventually married into the European monarchy. Victoria had a lot of descendants and came to be known as the “ Grandmother of Europe ”.
The German prince never really won the favor of the British public, and only after 17 years was he given official recognition, with the title of Prince Consort. But even then he couldn’t play an active part in the political affairs. The British regarded him as a foreigner and came to appreciate him when it was too late. However, Victoria relied heavily on Albert and it was during his lifetime that she was most active as a ruler. 

Albert was an active patron of the arts and sciences, and he was the prime organizer of the Great Exhibition in 1851, which was held in the Crystal Palace in London’s Hyde Park and demonstrated the most outstanding achievements of the British industry. He also favoured the expansion of education, and he served as chancellor of the University of Cambridge.

They both took an intense personal interest in the upbringing of their children and enjoyed a private family life, particularly at Osborne House on the Isle of Wight and Balmoral Castle in Scotland, both of them rebuilt on the basis of Albert’s designs. In 1861 Prince Albert died of Typhoid fever in Windsor.

Victoria never fully recovered from Albert’s death in 1861 and she remained in mourning for the rest of her life. Her subsequent withdrawal from public life made her unpopular, but during the late 1870s and 1880s she gradually returned to public view and, with increasingly pro-imperial sentiment, she was restored to favor with the British public. In 1876 Victoria became Empress of India. Her empire also included Canada, Australia, India, New Zealand, and large parts of Africa. During this period, Britain was largely uninvolved in European affairs.

At the end of Queen Victoria’s reign her title was Her Majesty Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith, Empress of India

In 1887, Victoria’s Golden Jubilee and, 10 years later, her Diamond Jubilee were celebrated with great enthusiasm. Having witnessed a revolution in British government, huge industrial expansion and the growth of a worldwide empire, Victoria died on 22 January 1901 at Osborne House on the Isle of Wight.

Different places were named after Victoria and Albert.
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