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A city on the Volga
      In this old city with a history of 500 years you find yourself at a cross-roads of the times.

  The features of the past are intertwined in it with the present-day realities, and through these you get glimpses of tomorrow. It is also like this on the river. The stately Volga has always been part of the city, nursed and reared it from  the cradle.
Situated half-way down Russia's Blue Main Street, Cheboksary has derived its Russian name from the chuvash word Shupashkar. The latter is believed to be a combination of shupash – a historical variant of ``Chuvash``, and kar meaning ``a fortified place``. A small Chuvash settlement of this name was first mentioned by chroniclers in 1469. a century later Tsar Ivan IV the Terrible decreed that it be transformed into a fortress.

[image: image2]
On its road through the ages Cheboksary knew reverses of fortune. There was a ``high`` period when the Chuvash national seat was famed as the finest city on the Volga. Later, however, it gradually declined to a position of a small provincial out-of-the-way place with but a few unmechanized workshops. The city whose population has now exceeded about 400.000 in the year of the revolution had less that seven thousand residents.

The October Revolution turned a new page in its history. The old city took as it were a new lease of life. At present it is the fast-growing capital of a prosperous autonomous republic winning the highest laurels of the country.
There are hardly any jobs now that the city's diligent hands couldn't cope with. They are turning out sophisticated electric equipment and high-power tractors, electric motors and vehicles, jet looms and washing machines, cable and spare parts to agricultural machinery, fabrics, knitted goods, etc. – more that one thousand items altogether. Their recipients can be found in every part of the Soviet Union and many foreign countries. Cheboksary is the heart of Chuvashia`s industry responsible for more than a half of manufactured goods produced in the republic. Its trademark has come to be a symbol of prime quality, a guarantee of faultless and reliable service.
The Cheboksary Works of Industrial Trucks, the republic's special pride, is a giant enterprise where a single workshops can stretch for half a kilometre. Steel titans of 330 HP rolling off its assembly line are indispensable at the projects of the North, Siberia and the Far East, in every region with a rigorous climate, cold winters and poor roads. The enterprise, which is still under construction, is operated and built by people representing about twenty-five different nationalities.

Another high-priority project which Chuvashia is proud of is the Cheboksary hydro-electric power station, the last link in the Volga chain. When all its eighteen generators are put into operation, its capacity will total 1.4 million kilowatts. When the filling of its storage lake – the Cheboksary Sea reaching 340kilometres up the river – is completed, the Volga all the way along will become accessible to deep-draught vessels and ensure their through passage to the Baltic, Black, Caspian, White Seas and the Sea of Azov.
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Chuvashia is poetically called a land of one hundred thousand songs, one hundred thousand word sand as many embroideries. The republic` s capital, among whose institution are unions of writers, artists, composers and journalists, plays an important role in the cultural life of the Volga Region. The city has five professional theatres and a Philarmonic Society. Nationwide popularity has been won by the Chuvash choreographic and vocal ensemble. The local publishing house puts out books by Chuvash and other authors which circulate in millions of copies. All the Muses have their devotees in the city! Every fifth Cheboksarian is engaged in one or other artistic activity in one of the numerous amateur art groups.

The dam with a railroad and a motor highway on the crest will provide the shortest route between the districts lying on either side of the Volga.

A city of students and school pupils, Cheboksary has a university, teacher-training, agricultural and co-operative colleges, dozens of schools providing technical training and general education. There are many libraries, museums and worker` s clubs. A new departure in the city` s life has been the construction of the dam across the Volga. The rising waters have come up to the city forming a picturesque bay. Like the Chuvash epic hero Ulyp, the city is turning to the river, meeting it with outstretched arms of stone buildings. Its new embellishment, the Volga embankment has extended several kilometres along the water-front.
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Great strides are being made in housing construction. It took the city five centuries to build houses totalling one million squre metres of floor-space. Now, every five years it adds another million to its ``savings``. Today the whole city is a giant building site.
Soon the city directory will be supplemented with new addresses: the present boundaries which were established quite recently are becoming too strait. The city grows and develops according to a master plan which projects its future till the year 2000. the city` s immediate neigh bour on the Volga bank is Novocheboksarsk. These two already display a tendency of drawing together. Demographers estimate that by the end of the century the population of Greater Cheboksary will exceed 750 thousand. 

…It is too early nevertheless to draw a complete picture of what the old city will be like in the days to come: too busy is the cross-roads of the times it is standing at, too dynamic our modern realities; they are apt to defy the most daring plans and forecasts.
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