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About Russia
Russia is an independent state. It is situated in the Eastern part of Europe and in the Northern part of Asia. The country is washed by 12 seas and 3 oceans: the Pacific, the Arctic and the Atlantic oceans. The seas are: the White Sea, the Barents Sea, the Okhotsk Sea, the Black Sea, the Baltic Sea and others.

The climate in Russia varies from arctic in the North to continental in the central part of the country and subtropical in the South. Winters are cold, windy and snowy, where temperatures are minus 700C, is located in Siberia. Summers are hot and dry, especially in the south region of the country, in such cities like Sochi, Anapa and others. Autumn usually brings rains and fogs.

The land of Russia varies from thick forests to barren deserts, from high peaked mountains to deep valleys. There are two Great Planes in Russia: they are Great Russian Plane and the West Siberian Plane. There are some mountain chains. The biggest mountain chain, the Urals separates Europe from Asia. In Asian part of Russia we can find another big mountain chain, the Altai. These territories are inhabited by various animals, birds and insects. In the north of Russia live walrus, seal, white bear, polar fox and reindeer. In the forest zone live the bear, wolf, fox, lynx, sable, ermine, elk and in the Far East the tiger and leopard. Among the trees growing in the European part of Russia  are birch, pine and oak: in Siberia – cedar, larch, and fir trees and in the Far East – cork trees, lotus, ginseng and lianas.

There are very many rivers in Russia, the longest of them are the Volga in Europe and the Yenissei and the Ob in Asia. The words deepest lake – Lake Baikal, with the depth of 1600 metres, is situated in Russia too. Its water is the purest in the world.

European Russia has population of about 150 million people over a hundred nationalities. Nearly one hundred languages are spoken in the country. The part of the country is densely peopled, and most population lives in cities and towns.

State System of Russia
The Russian Federation, or the Russian Federative Republic, is set up by the Constitution of 1993.

Under the Constitution Russia is a presidential republic. The federal government consists of three branches: legislative, executive and judicial. Each of them is checked and balanced by the President.

The legislative power is vested in the Federal Assembly. It consists of two chambers. The Upper Chamber is the Council of Federation: the Lower Chamber is the State Duma. Each chamber is headed by the Speaker. Legislature may be initiated in either of the two Chambers. But to become a law a bill must be approved by both Chambers and signed by the President. The President may veto the bill.

The President is commander - in chief of the armed forces, he makes treaties, enforces laws, appoints ministers to be approved by the Federal Assembly.

The executive power belongs to the Government headed by the Prime Minister. The first action of the Prime Minister on appointment is to form the Cabinet.

The judicial branch is represented by the Constitutional Court, the Supreme Court and the regional courts.

The members of the Federal Assembly are elected by popular vote for a four-year period.

Today the state symbol of Russia is a three-colored banner. It has three horizontal stripes: white, blue and red. The white stripe symbolizes the earth, the blue one stands for the sky, and the red one symbolizes liberty. It was the first state symbol that replaced the former symbols in 1991. The hymn of Russia was written by Alexandrov. A new national emblem is a two-headed eagle. It is the most ancient symbol of Russia. It originates from the heraldic emblem of the Ruricovitches. All these symbols are official. They have been approved by the Federal Assembly.

Moscow - the Capital of Russia.

The capital of Russia is Moscow and it is also one of the main political, scientific, industrial and cultural centres.  It is one of the largest cities in Europe. Its total area is about nine hundred square kilometers. The population is about 10 million people. 

The heart of Moscow is Red Square. It has more historic associations than any other place in Moscow. The Kremlin and St Basil’s Cathedral are masterpieces of ancient Russian architecture. The main Kremlin tower, the Spasskaya Tower has become the symbol of the country. 

There are a lot of beautiful palaces, old mansions, cathedrals, churches and monuments in Moscow. Now Moscow is being reconstructed and we all hope that in a few years the city will become even more beautiful.

Moscow is now one of the most important centres of culture and science. There are more than 70 educational and research institutes and universities there, including the greatest Moscow State University named after M.V.Lomonosov.

There are more than 80 museums in Moscow. The most famous of them are the following.

Oruzheynaya Palata is one of the oldest and riches museums, the so called Diamond Fund, the exhibition of unique precious stones, is also the a wonderful museum. The State Tretyakov Gallery is the greatest museum of Russian art, one of the world ‘s leading museums. It was founded in 1856 by P.M.Tretyakov as a private collection but in 1892 was granted to the State.

The Museum of Fine Arts named after Pushkin is the second in Russia by its collection of antiques of Egypt, ancient world, Oriental art and Western Europe. 

Moscow is also the city of theatres. There are more than 30 theatres , popular with both Muscovites and tourists. The most famous theatre is the State Academic Bolshoi Theatre , founded in 1776. It was and it is famous for its vocal and ballet schools. 

Moscow is the largest economic, political and scientific,  technical and industrial potential form the basis of its economy. 

Major car manufacturing, aircraft, and engineering plants, as well as textile- and-industry and municipal construction enterprises are located in Moscow. Moscow is also one of the largest transportation centers in Russia and Eastern Europe. The Moscow Underground is the oldest in Russia and has 9 lines.

Since 1990, Moscow has been the acknowledged leader of Russian economic reform. The increased influence of Moscow’s economy in the new Russian economy is characterized by a substantial increase in Moscow’s share in the revenues and expenditures of the RF budget. 

Education in Russia.
Citizens of Russia have the right to education which is guaranteed by the Constitution. The public educational system in our country incorporates pre​school, general school, specialized secondary and higher education. Pre-school consists of kindergartens and creches. Children there learn reading, writing and arithmetic. But pre-school education isn't compulsory - children can get it at home.

Compulsory education is for children from 6(7) to 17 years of age. The main link in the system of education is the general school which prepares the younger generation for life and work in modern production. There are various types of schools: general secondary schools, schools specializing in a certain subject, high schools, lyceums and so on. Tuition in most of them is free of charge, but some new types of schools are fee-paying. The term of study in a general secondary school is 11 years and consists of primary school, secondary school and high education. At the middle stage of a secondary school the children learn the basic laws of nature and society at the lessons of history, algebra, literature, physics and many others. After 9th form pupils have to sit for examinations. Also they have a choice between entering the 10th grade of a general secondary school and a specialized secondary or vocational school. Persons who finishes the general secondary school, receives a secondary education certificate, giving them the right to enter any higher educational establishment. Entrance examinations are held in July and August. Institutions are headed by rectors; the faculties are headed by the deans. One has to study in the institute for 5 years. Higher educational institutions train students in one or several specializations.

Russian Traditions and Holidays.
Russia has very long and rich history. That's why we have many different customs and traditions.

Almost every nation and country has a reputation of some kind. I'd like to say a few words about the traditions of my native land-Russia. First, about Russian people. To my mind, the main traits of their characters which differ them from other people are hospitality, their «open heart», «golden hands», wise Russian fairytales reflect this wisdom. Our people are hardworking, patient, never loosing hope for better life. The Russians are the talented nation. Russia gave the world beautiful names of Pushkin and Lermontov, Chaikovsky and Repin,  thousands of names of world famous poets, writers, composers, scientists. All of them are the pride of the nation because they sand the beauty of our nature and people.

Besides these great names in literature and music, our country is famous for Russian traditional specific crafts its skilled craftsmen. Painted boxes of Palekh, coloured shawls of Pavlov Posad, clay toys of Dymkovo, laces of Vologda are known all over the world.

The names of Gzhel and Khokhloma are considered to be the symbols of Russia as well as matryoshkas and samovars. The history of Khokhloma goes back into the 17th century producing of tableware-dishes, spoons, mugs was time in the villages of Suomino and Khokhloma in the Nizhniy Novgorod Province on the banks of the great Russian river Volga. Many carpenters, painters have been working since then reviving traditions of old masters. The Khokhloma style is characterized by using plant elements in painting the tableware. The prevailing colours are black, yellow, golden, green and red. And nowadays this craft is sure to be saved, it will be developed and brought into the future by the new generation of painters.

The reviving of old crafts is connected with the reviving of the traditional arts of all peoples inhabiting our big country. There are 100 of them. They revive their culture, costumes, dances and language. It is the revival of our souls. Now we celebrate the forgotten holidays - Troitsa, Maslenitsa, Easter. We again sing Russian folk songs and Chastushki, dance Barinya and perform Khorovods, ride in troikas. Traditional Russian cooking is world-famous for such dishes as okroshka, shi, pelmeni, kurnik, kvass. We begin to build and reconstruct churches. The example of it is the building of the Cathedral of Christ the Savior in Moscow. It is the symbol of reviving human feelings, national pride and patriotism.

Famous People in Russia.
Much was done by people to reach the present state of human development. It is necessary to say that great contribution to the development of the world science and culture, literature, music and painting was made by the Russian people. The names of Russian scientists and writers, poets, composers and painters are world-famous-Pushkin, Lermontov, Chehov, Levitan. This chain can be endless. It is almost impossible to name a branch of science in the development of which the Russian scientists haven't played the greatest role. Lomonosov, the founder of the Moscow University was an outstanding innovator both in the humanities and sciences. Mendeleev's greatest discovery was the Periodic System of Elements. Popov invented radio. Sechenov and Pavlov were the world's greatest physiologists. Russia is rightly called the mother of aviation and space exploration. Names of Tsiolkovsky, Korolov and Gagarin are symbols of new space era. People in many countries admire paintings, portraits and landscapes Surikov, Levitan, Repin works of our Russian writes and poets are translated into many languages. I want to tell about one of the greatest Russians. Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky, an outstanding Russian composer, was born in Votkinsk in 1840. He was fond of music since his early childhood. His mother sang him beautiful songs and taught him to play the piano. He graduated from the Petersburg Conservatoire only in 1866 because of his poor living conditions. He was the best pupil of Anton Rubinstein. When the Moscow Conservatoire was founded Pyotr Ilyich became a professor there. He created wonderful music: 10 operas, 3 ballets, 6 symphonies, 7 large symphonic poems and many other musical pieces. , a new type of opera, was a great success all over the world.

I want to tell about one of the greatest Russians. Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky, an outstanding Russian composer, was born in Votkinsk in 1840. He was fond of music since his early childhood. His mother sang him beautiful songs and taught him to play the piano. He graduated from the Petersburg Conservatoire only in 1866 because of his poor living conditions. He was the best pupil of Anton Rubinstein. Wen the Moscow Conservatoire was founded Pyotr Ilyich became a professor there. He created wonderful music: 10 operas, 3 ballets, 6 symphonies, 7 large symphonic poems and many other musical pieces. , a new type of opera, was a great success all over the world.

Mass Media in Russia.
In our society the information plays a great role. Since the 20s years of the 20th century the mass media developed quickly all over the world. However, the story of them is much longer.

At the beginning of 20th century the radio was invented, and one could already read not only new information, but also listen to the news. The television which since the 50s years of the 20th century has come almost into every house of the world also innovate the information exchange. And the developing of the Internet can be compared with an explosion.

There are all kinds of mass media in Russia. There are prints, for general and specified themes (that is for experts). Some of them express certain political views, however, the others are neutral. There is also a lot of papers which consist only of advertisements.

The radio canals also differ from each other. In every region of Russia there is a state station where regional news, children's programs and cultural broadcastings and others are transmitted. Several stations have whole Russia as an auditorium and are supported by the state. One can observe the same situation also on television. However, the quality of the broadcastings which are offered by the private television canals is much better.

Now almost all prints, radio canals and television canals have own Internet pages where one can read, or hear, or see everything what stands in the low-spirited displays.
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Walrus-                           морж
Seal    -                           тюлень
Sable   -                          соболь
Ermine-                          горностай
Elk                                  лось
Lynx                               рысь
Barren                            бесплодный (о земле)

Densely-                         плотно (населенный)         
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To vest –                         наделять (властью)

To initiate-                      приступать, учреждать
Legislative-                     законодательная (власть)
Approve-                        одобрять
Treaty-                            договор
Popular-                          народный
Moscow – the Capital of Russia

Mansion -                        особняк
Substantial-                     значительный
Revenue-                         доход                                   

Expenditure-                   затраты
Share-                              доля, часть
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Beverage-                        напиток
Cusine-                            кухня (кушанье)

To sand-                          шлифовать (талант)
Dumplings-                     клецки 
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