          My native town Almetievsk.

The cities are like people, have their own appearance, character, biography, purpose, their place in the life of the society. All that determines essence and originality of the city. Almetievsk is weellknown not only in Russia, but in neighboring and distant foreign coun – tries. From the first sight it seems that nothing distinguishes Almetievsk from any other city: the same whitestone houses, wide streets – prospects sur – rounded by verdure, the squares solemn even week – days. Our city is settled down on the bank of the bank of the most beautiful Zay river and is surrounded by green waves of forest, low hill and fields. Everywhere you look, can see the beauty and the grandeur. The nice view of nature is decorated by snow – white wells, like cranes on the pea field and by bore – holes with huge oil – derricks and different oil objects. The last are everywhere, you can see them even at city blocks.
All that and selfless people, working here are determining the originality of Almetievsk. The purpose of our city is to provide the republic’s economy with oil. Almetievsk is a toiler – city, but it doesn’t mean, that people are doing nothing except their work. Our citizens like other people can have a rest with joy, especially they have pleasure at popular national holiday – «sabantooy» (the holiday of plought). The main character of our citizens, which can be seen even at business – it is a result of city’s char – acter. To be always the best at all com – petitions (we say «to be always in the saddle») – that idea determines the figure of Almetievsk. In our republic Almetievsk is a leader and is known as a capital of oilfielders – in other way their Mecca.
Almetievsk become a city after the Decree of Presidium Supreme Soviet of RSSR on November 3, 1953. The city has it’s own history. Long ago on the place of contemporary city there was a village Almetievo. It was founded by the man Almuhamet in XVII centure. The scientists say that year of Almetievo’s foundation is 1740.
The results of the Second inspection in 1746 can show that there were 12 farmsteads with 100 men and women lived in Almetievo village. Many years ago in XVIII century people of Almetievo were busy by post drive. A good geographic situation and dispo – sition of transport station promoted the growth and the development of village. The growth of population and a nature with a good black earth prompted to set about agriculture. In 1750 people received a plan of land, which belonged to village community. It doesn’t mean, that people were busy only by growth of grain crop, stockbreeding and post – transporting.
Some of them were miners: at free – time months the villagers were busy by transporting copper ore to Bogoslovsky, copper – smelting factory. Some were working also at factories which produced nitrogen fertilizers for export. Some of the villagers were earning by commerce. The trade was at bazaar. Which was once a week on Wednesday and at annual fair. There were also trading at bazaars and fairs at Chistopol, Menzelinsk and Orenburg. The people saled agricultural products and hand – made goods. Our ancestors were craftsmen. They were masters of more than 70 handicrafts.
These conditions brought the grouth and the development of the village. At the Tenth inspection (in 1859) there were 214 farmsteads with 1518 people and the eve of  I World war there were 500 farmsteads and 2678 people (1279 men and 1349 women) in Almetievo. People of the village had a good land, a hospital, a post – telegraph department, a station, a fair and bazaars on Wednesdays, a cereal steam manufacture, a local management, one doctor, two medical assistants, one policemen. Science 1870 Almetievo become the main centre of our region.
The village was spiritually developing. At the beginning of XX century it had 3 mosques and 2 magometan schools.  There was no government school (all tatar village hard it). The government school in tatar village and in Almetievo appeared in 1912-1916. In spite of it there was people’s education at village. At village school teachers were very learned: they knew 3-4 lan- gauges and wrote Arab and Persian languages. This is confirmed by the fact, that before the revolution in 1917 the Almetievo region gave us such venerable scientists and writest: Riza Fahretdinov, Hady Atlasy, Fatih Carymy, Fazil Tooykin, Afzal Tagirov, Labib Geelmy, and Shamil Bikchurin.
On February, 1919 the village and region Soviets were formed in Almetievo. But because of armed intervention, revolt and terrible famine in 1921, they began the work only after 1922.

The new growth and the development of village began in thirties. In 1930 Almetievo become the region centre, which had more than 115 thousand hectares of land, 25 village Soviets and 54 collective farms.

The rapid growth of oil industry in 50-ties changed the appearance and the economic potential of Almetievsk. The circumstances put the village in the centre of gigantic affairs and events. The number of inhabitants grew from day to day. On March 25, 1952, the village Almetievo was transformed in settlement, and in a year it became a city Almetievsk.
Almetievsk is called a capital of Tatarstan oilfielders.  Here the joint-stock company «Tatneft», the staff of Tatarstan oilfolders is disposed. 80 thousand people are working in this company.  The offices of « Almetiev-oil », «Yelhov-oil», «Sooleyev-oil», and other giant enter – prises, which are drilling the weel and mining the «black gold» are situated here. Our city is the place disposition of many plants: gas-process, pipe, electro-immersed pumps, «Oilmachine», many motor – transport enterprises, stocking- knitted wears and so on. The Almetiev region is one of the largest in republic, it has 41 agricultural enterprises with 250 thousand hectares of land (arable land – 108 thousand hectares, woods – 68, 6 thousand hectares). The population of our region is 16, 9 thousand (in agricultural works- 6, 1 thousand). The main direction of agriculture is the production of grain, meat and milk. The citizens often help villagers. Today Almetievsk is not only the industrial centre at the south-east of Tatarstan Republic. We can say it’s a city of students and pupils. There are more than 150 educational instutions and pre-schools: 15 complex school-kindergartens, 2 gymnasiums, 5 school-gymnasiums, 1 lyceum. Here study 29 thousand pupils and 1300 teachers and tutors are working. In 1996 the municipal university was opened. There are 4 technical schools, 5 specialized schools, 3 subsidiaries of high school, the State’s academy of oil and gas. 
The culture life is also varied. There are 3 cinema and Culture and Engineering Palace «Neftcher», Youth centre, 14 libraries, and 1 museum and picture gallery. Almetievsk has the State’s tatar dramatic theater, Writer’s organization, uniting about 30 members of writer’s union. The best works by famous writers and poets were created in our city. The actors Agzam Galiullin, Kavy Bariev, Liely Sadikova, Amina Sadikova, Luisa Sultanova , Kamil Valeev and performed their best roles.
There are many people in our town working in culture and art. Among them 9 people’s Artists and Honored Artists of Tatarstan Republic, 8 members of Writers Union, Gabdulla  Tookay, S.Suleymanova, R.Tuhvaatullina prize laureates, 20 Honored Culture Workers of  Republic – they are teachers of art, painters, library and club workers. We can mark amateur composers Rais Nagimov, Rasim Valiullin, Robert Andreev, Zinnur Safiullin, Bulat Unisov, singers Valentin, Insaf and Ilsaf Islamovs, Nicolay Panchenco. We have TV Company «Ray» and region radio. The religious institutions revived their activity last years.
Almetievsk takes care of people’s health. The city and region have 20 hospitals with 1750 cots, 54 midwife dispensaries, 4 medical dispensaries, medical sanitary hospital of oilfielders, health resort «Romashkino» not far from city, the pensioner day stay centre, children and invalid rehabilitation centre and other medical establishments. People in our city say, that it is better to take care of health, that to undergo a cure. We have good conditions for physical culture and sport studies: the Palace of sport with article ice, stadium «Oilfielder», ski base «Snow-flake», hockey-court «Sputnik», 3 closed swimming-pools, 3 race-courses, 14 complex sport-grounds, sport schools and healthy clubs and so on.
15 thousand young and old people are engaged in 21 kinds of sports at 399 sport-buildings, 150 physical culture and sport’s trainers are working in Almetievsk. Such conditions give good results. Masters of sports Olga Danilova, Minzagit Bagautdinov, Nafiz Timashev, and Violetta Crimtsova began their sport caree in Almetievsk. We can say much more about industrial complex, intellectual and scientist potential, history, magnificent theatre and other sights of our city. But you’d better see it with your own eyes. The photo album, that we offer you, gives the opportunite for close acquaintance with our city. Let it be the guide-book for You! It also can be a good present for your friends, natives and familiars.
«Tatneft»
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