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The History of Tatarstan

          The life of the Kazan Province was one of struggle between various parties.

          In summer and autumn 1552 Ivan the Terrible, the Russian tsar, attacked Kazan. A 150 thousand army, led by Ivan the Terrible, took Kazan by storm. It became part of Muscovy.

          Tsar Ivan asked his people to rebuild the town. The life became more peaceful and Kazan became a trading and administrative centre of the region. In the middle of the 17th century Kazan was one of the biggest cities in Russia. Its population was 20 000 people.

          His reforms effected the life of their city greatly. Since 1798 it became the centre of one of the biggest provinces. The reforms in the economic and cultural life began.
           In July 1774 clouds of dust appeared from the side of Arskoye Pole. They were parts of Emeliyan Pugachev’s army. In the early morning of the 12th of July, 1774, Pugachev’s people divided into 4 groups and attacked the city. They couldn’t take the Kremlin, and then they started to rob and kill. 2200 buildings were burnt. The last fight was on the 15th of July, 1774, near the village Czariczino. The fight lasted the whole day. Pugachev’s army lost 2000 people and went away along Kokshayskaya street to the forest. They crossed to the right bank of the Volga. So in summer, 1774, ended Pugachev’s invasion of Kazan.
          In the early 19th century there were many big and small enterprises and handicraft shops. Kazan merchants sent their goods to Russian cities, China, Bukhara, Khiva and Persia as well.

          In 1874 the water supply system began to work. The streets were lit with gas. There was electricity in some houses.

          In 1875 the first line of the horse railway was built. In 1899 the first electric train appeared in the streets. There were more than 5 000 houses and 237 streets in Kazan. The population grew greatly.

          At the end of the 19th century Kazan was one of the first five Russian cities in industry and business. In the new century there were 300 different enterprises in Kazan.

          At the beginning of the 20th century Kazan became the capital of the Tatar Soviet Republic. The life of the city at that time was difficult. The Problems of food and medicine were very important. In 1919 – 1920 an epidemic of typhus began. Many people died, thousands of people migrated from the city.
          Later the enterprises were reconstructed; a new bridge across the Kazanka River was built. The city radio started working. New clinics were opened. New parks and workers’ clubs were organized. There were great changes in the cultural life. Famous Tatar composers, painters, architects began their work.

          With the beginning of the Second World War in the city changed. Kazan gave a great support to the Soviet Army. In 1941 more than 32 000 people went to make fortifications on the right banks of the Volga and the Kama.

          In the 1950s new public buildings appeared: the Opera and Ballet Theatre, lots of houses of culture and cinemas: Druzhba, Pobeda, Mir, Zvezda. In 1959 the Kazan television centre began its work. 

          At the end of the 20th century together with the whole country Kazan experienced a rapid change. By the mid – 1980s Kazan had become a major industrial centre. The city produced a range of goods. The population of the republic increased greatly. In 2002 there lived 3 782 600 people.

          In the 21st century great investment projects are to be introduced in Kazan. Life in the city is changing too. Statistics from the 2006 Census showed that 3 768 500 people lived in Tatarstan. The city is becoming more comfortable, cleaner and nicer. The celebrations of the 1000th anniversary in 2005 became a symbol of the rich history of the city.

