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BUINSK IS MY HOMETOWN
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In the 18th century the empress Catherine II raised the village Afanasovo to the rank of town. District of Buinsk was founded in 1930. Buinsk got the town status of republic importance in 2000. The emblem of Buinsk is a silver sheep on a green field.


People of different nationalities live and work in my town. This friendship is our main wealth.
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HOLIDAYS IN BUINSK
You always select the colours of your life:

dark or bright, weak or strong, good or bad.


People can’t have any future when they have no past.

The strength of nation is in preserving (keeping) the traditions, customs and holidays of its fathers and forefathers.


Thanks to such holidays as Easter, Christmas, Nauruz Bairam, Khurban Bairam and others we feel ourselves closely connected with our forefathers, with the history of our town.


Our town is multinational and multicultural, so we celebrate different holidays: religious, secular and state.

WHITSUN
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One of the most significant Christian holidays is whitsun on Whitsunday. 


Whitsun or Trinity Day is a religious holiday which is broadly and solemnly celebrated by the Christians of the whole world.


Greek: Church considers it to be one of its 20 main holidays.


Whitsun is observed annually at the end of May or at the beginning of June.

This holiday was established to commemorate a remarkable event-the descent of the Holy Spirit on Jesus Christ’s pupils, the apostles, and on  the Christian church as a whole.

On that day the houses are decorated with green twigs, blowers and young sprouts.


In all churches we can hear: “In the name of the Father, and the Son and Holy Spirit, Amen”.

URAZA BAIRAM
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It you interested in customs and traditions of Tatar people you are sure to know that one of the most ancient of their customs is lent or Uraza as they call it.

The month when this important event takes place is called Ramazan.


Uraza is a movable holiday, that is if does not fall on the same day each year.


Annually it is put off for 12 days backwards.


The first day of Ramazan begins with praying.


Two hours before the sunrise people can eat everything they want, nothing exсept pork is forbidden.


But when the day comes people eat or drink nothing.


After the sunset people start praying again.


The muezzins climb up the minarets and read a special pray called Azan.


After that they are allowed to eat.

The end of Ramazan means the end of Lent and there is a holiday called Uraza Bairam.
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MASLENNITSA
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Maslennitsa is a traditional Russian holiday. Maslennitsa takes place at the end of winter. In old times Slavic people believed in different Gods and Yarilo was the main of them.
In his honour people fried a lot of pancakes – hot and round like the sun and put much  butter on them. The holiday lasted a week. During the holiday people played snowballs, made snow castles and rode a sledge. They visited each other and celebrated this holiday together.
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Nowadays it is one of the most favourite holidays and it is very popular with people of all nationalities.

NAURUZ
“Nauruz” means the “New Year Day”. It is a very old festival.
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This festival takes place on the 21st of March. On this day the daytime is as long as night. Days become longer, nights become shorter. This holiday symbolizes the end of darkness and the victory of the light over the evil. It is a bright and unforgettable festival. People choose the most beautiful girl. She is called “Nauruz – bikeh”. She drives throughout the town in a coach, decorated with flowers, bright ribbons and bells. Everywhere people greet her cheerfully. People sing songs and dance.

DZHIEN
Dzhien is a holiday for the young people. It is a very old festival. It is arranged in the open air: in the forest or on the riverside. This holiday takes place at the end of May or at the beginning of June. Dzhien starts on Friday and lasts till Sunday. 
During this holiday there are a lot of games, competitions. There are many songs and dance in a ring in this holiday. Some people take part in games, some people look on. Then people go horse – riding.
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TRADITIONS OF SABANTUY
 Sabantuy is, perhaps, the most popular festival in Buinsk. It is “a celebration of the plough”(in the Tatar language “saban” means “plough” and “tuy” means “festival”). This holiday takes place at the beginning of summer, after the first haymaking. During this festival there are a lot of spectacular competitions. The most exiting are the horse races. (The Bulgars’ ancestors lived a nomadic life, had horses and were good riders.)

The most popular competition is the national wrestling. At the end they choose a winner. He is usually given a sheep as a prize. The winner or batyr of Sabantuy in Buinsk was Khasanzyanov Almaz last year. He is our school-leaver. We are proud of him.
The old people remember that in the villages, after the feast of Sabantuy, everybody discussed for months the smallest details of the main feature: the wrestling match. The winners received a sheep as a prize and became local heroes. Their fame and glory lasted for the rest of their lives.
There are also a lot of funny competitions and sport games, for example, egg-races, “running-in-sacks” races. Climbing up a high pole is rather difficult, but very funny. The prize is a big cock, sitting on the top! Young women usually make presents for the winners. Everyone tries to show his/her skills and talent.
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It is one of those days when a man, whatever nationality he may be, can rest, relax and have a good time
                                          New Year’s party
       My favourite holiday is New Year. People decorate the New Year Tree, get a lot of presents and wish Happy New Year to each other. This festival takes place on the 31st of December. People come together for this day. “Pelmeni” and “olivje” are symbols of New Year. It is a really wonderful holiday.
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                                                   A day of the town
       This festival takes place in autumn. During this festival there are a lot of sport competitions, concert programmes, different games for children, flower competition. On the fair you can buy all you want. Citizens celebrate this holiday together. 
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CONCLUSION

Each nation has its holidays and traditions. Some of them are specific to this or that nation. Many of them have become very popular, common and loved by all. People of different nationalities live in Buinsk. They life in friendship and they are respectful. Each holiday we celebrate together despite of our nationality. I think, holidays and traditions bring up people in the spirit of love to the country, and their hometown.

Things tend to change, but people and their traditions don’t.
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