           The Moscow Committee of Education     State school №1118

The contest “Portfolio” organized by

“1st  September”

The project on the theme:  

The Status of Russian Federation in the World

                                                                                                                 Pupil of  the 11th form 

Obnovlenskiy D.V.

The teacher:

Babkina S.V.

Moscow, 2010                 

Contents:

Introduction

I. The main part

1.  The standards of the world progressive country.

2. The analysis of Russia as a world state.

1) Geographical position and some historical facts of Russia as an important aspect of a world state.

2) The political and economical status of Russia 

II.  The practical part

1. The point of view about Russia abroad.

2. The opinion of foreign mass-media about Russia.

1) Foreign press about Russia.

2) Foreign television about Russia.

Conclusion

Bibliography

Supplementary material  

 Introduction

Nowadays there are more and more sayings about Russia as a valuable country in the world. But the fact is that foreign people who come to our country do not even pretend what political system is here at the moment and they have a lot of stereotypes. One of them is that communism still exist in our country with bears walking in the streets. So, can we definitely say why Russia has great importance in the world? Maybe it depends on the number of our population. Maybe other countries are afraid of our “sleeping bear” that has won many previous wars? On the other hand there are positive ideas about our country that it has rather developed economy and strong political system.

The objective of the project: to analyze the world situation and find out the position of Russia.   

The subject of the research: political and economical value of Russia.

The object of the research: the political and economical system of Russia.

The aims of the research:

- to find out the main standards of the world progressive country. 

- to look through the main historical facts of Russia as highly developed country.

- to analyze the mass media material in case of finding the opinion of representatives of other countries

- to draw lines between the position of Russians and foreigners

- to make the summaries on the results of different researches

The hypothesis of the research: the point of view of foreign countries about Russia is hypothetical, so our position in the world is only visual. 

I. The main part

1.  The standards of the world progressive country.

There are some standards for a highly developed country, such as:

· Political system that is supported by the government chosen during the electoral period

· The Head of the country who is able to control the work of government.

· The constitution which is a document representing the rights of the citizens.

· Social political system made on the needs of its society

· The growing income f people, replacement off all workers

· Governmental support of scientific projects

· Taking part in all international summits,  projects which are deciding the ecological problems standing against nuclear test

· Bringing up the new ideas in a society in case to see the best results

· Developing of export and making firms producing goods for the citizens 

Let`s look through some of them and investigate them.

Population is an important source of development, yet it is a major source of environmental degradation when it exceeds the threshold limits of the support systems. Unless the relationship between the multiplying population and the life support system can be stabilized, development programs, howsoever, innovative are not likely to yield desired results. Population impacts on the environment primarily through the use of natural resources and production of wastes and is associated with environmental stresses like loss of biodiversity, air and water pollution and increased pressure on arable land. Human population issues are extremely important when it comes to our way of life and our future on this planet. 

Poverty is said to be both cause and effect of environmental degradation. The circular link between poverty and environment is an extremely complex phenomenon. Inequality may foster sustainability because the poor, who rely on natural resources more than the rich, deplete natural resources faster as they have no real prospects of gaining access to other types of resources. Moreover, degraded environment can accelerate the process of impoverishment, again because the poor depend directly on natural assets. 

Lack of opportunities for gainful employment in villages and the ecological stresses is leading to an ever-increasing movement of poor families to towns. Mega cities are emerging and urban slums are expanding. Such rapid and unplanned expansion of cities has resulted in degradation of urban environment. It has widened the gap between demand and supply of infrastructural services such as energy, housing, transport, communication, education, water supply and sewerage and recreational amenities, thus depleting the precious environmental resource base of the cities. The result is the growing trend in deterioration of air and water quality, generation of wastes, the proliferation of slums and undesirable land use changes, all of which contribute to urban poverty.

Direct impacts of agricultural development on the environment arise from farming activities which contribute to soil erosion, land salination and loss of nutrients. The spread of green revolution has been accompanied by over exploitation of land and water resources, and use of fertilizers and pesticides have increased many fold. Shifting cultivation has also been an important cause of land degradation. Leaching from extensive use of pesticides and fertilizers is an important source of contamination of water bodies. Intensive agriculture and irrigation contribute to land degradation particularly salination, alkalization and water logging.

Environmental degradation is a result of the dynamic inter-play of socio-economic, institutional and technological activities. Environmental changes may be driven by manyfactors including economic growth, population growth, urbanization, intensification of agriculture, rising energy use and transportation. Poverty, still remains a problem at the root of several environmental problems.

It would not be exaggerated if stated that the major international wars to be fought in the future will continue to be over natural resources. Power conflicts and self-interest will perhaps mean that, there will be gross violation of basic rights and death or misery for millions of innocent people. Throughout history, most wars have had trade and resources at their core, fuelled by imperialistic motives. In future as well, perhaps this pattern is likely to continue, as resources get depleted, distributed unequally and wasted in these wars (hot and cold), additional conflicts and contention will arise through access to even more limited resources. We see numerous causes of poverty, and many are found in unfair economic and trade agreements from wealthier nations and institutions. While it might be an over-simplification to say the poor are victims, a lot of poverty, if not the majority is caused by factors which the poor themselves often have no control or choice over.

Human population issues are extremely important. Elements affecting population have been identified, and now it is up to the governments of developing countries to guide their people through the demographic transition as quickly and painlessly as possible. It is crucial that we assist and monitor these countries in order to further educate ourselves and preserve both us and our planet. Religion, women’s rights, male pride, societal status, and birth control are some of the major social variables that affect human populations, especially in developing countries. 

As stated above, a growing population poses some serious environmental threats. More people means less forest, water, soil, and other natural resources, but more waste, pollution, and greenhouse gases. This suggests that climate change may be sped up by population growth if we don’t do something soon. Alternative resources, conservation, improved environmental technology, and better education about global warming can ease our impact on the earth and serve as a new frontier for our future generations. We now know so much about human population that it seems as if we can easily control it. In the end, though, the prospect of the human race is up to the people, not the government. We will decide how far we are willing to go to preserve our earth for its future inhabitants. If we make population a priority, and assist countries in need of help, than we should be able to guide ourselves toward a stable level of development and growth. 

It has been recognized that mother of all global environmental problems is Overpopulation. Because of rapid population growth worldwide, majority of the population will be teenagers in the 21st century.

People can continue to ignore the overpopulation problem and its adverse effects; then they will be trapped in a downward spiral that may well lead to the end of civilization in a few decades. Population explosion is the root cause of the planet’s diminishing resources, and consequently the source of famine, global warming and other environmental problems.

The key to solve this Global overpopulation problem is to promote ‘High educational level among women and their self-sufficiency’.

In this respect we should take lesson from some of the highly developed countries, such as Sweden, Norway, Germany, Japan etc., where population growth is negligible.

2. The analysis of Russia as a world state.

         1) Geographical position and some historical facts of Russia as an important aspect of a world state.      

Russia, Russian Federation is a transcontinental country extending over much of northern Eurasia (Europe and Asia). With an area of 17,075,400 km, Russia is by far the largest country in the world, covering almost twice the total area of the next-largest country, Canada, and has enormous mineral and energy resources. Russia has the world's ninth-largest population. Russia shares land borders with the following countries (counter-clockwise from northwest to southeast): Norway, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Belarus, Ukraine, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, China, Mongolia, and North Korea. It is also close to the United States (the state of Alaska), Sweden, and Japan across relatively small stretches of water (the Bering Strait, the Baltic Sea, and La Perouse Strait, respectively). 

The Russian Federation stretches across much of the north of the super continent of Eurasia. Because of its size Russia displays both monotony and diversity. As with its topography, its climates, vegetation, and soils span vast distances. From north to south the East European Plain is clad sequentially in tundra, coniferous forest (taiga), mixed forest, broadleaved forest, grassland (steppe), and semi desert (fringing the Caspian Sea) as the changes in vegetation reflect the changes in climate. Siberia supports a similar sequence but lacks the mixed forest. Most of Siberia is taiga. Russia has the world's largest forest reserves. It is often called "the lungs of Europe", second only to the Amazon Rain forest in the amount of carbon dioxide it absorbs. It provides a huge amount of oxygen for not just Europe, but the world. With access to three of the world's oceans—the Atlantic, Arctic, and Pacific—Russian fishing fleets are a major contributor to the world's fish supply. The Caspian is the source of what is considered the finest caviar in the world. Most of the land consists of vast plains, both in the European part and the part of Asian territory that is largely known as Siberia. These plains are predominantly steppe to the south and heavily forested to the north, with tundra along the northern coast. Mountain ranges are found along the southern borders, such as the Caucasus (containing Mount Elbrus, Russia's and Europe's highest point at 5,642 m 18,511 ft) and the Altai, and in the eastern parts, such as the Verkhoyansk Range or the volcanoes on Kamchatka. The more central and mineral rich Ural Mountains, a north-south range that form the primary divide between Europe and Asia, are also notable. The country's potential in agriculture is enormous—with a mere 2.2% of the world's population, Russia possesses 8.9% of its arable land. 

Russia has an extensive coastline of over 37,000 kilometres (23,000 mi) along the Arctic and Pacific Oceans, as well as the Baltic, Black and Caspian seas. Some smaller bodies of water are part of the open oceans; the Barents Sea, White Sea, Kara Sea, Laptev Sea and East Siberian Sea are part of the Arctic, whereas the Bering Sea, Sea of Okhotsk and the Sea of Japan belong to the Pacific Ocean. Major islands and archipelagos include Novaya Zemlya, the Franz Josef Land, the New Siberian Islands, Wrangel Island, the Kuril Islands and Sakhalin. (See List of islands of Russia). The Diomede Islands (one controlled by Russia, the other by the United States) are just three kilometers (1.9 mi) apart, and Kunashir Island (controlled by Russia but claimed by Japan) is about twenty kilometres (12 mi) from Hokkaido.

Russia is a water-rich country. Russia has thousands of rivers and inland bodies of water, providing it with one of the world's largest surface-water resources. The most prominent of Russia's bodies of fresh water is Lake Baikal, the world's deepest and most capacious freshwater lake. Lake Baikal alone contains over one fifth of the world's liquid fresh surface water. Truly unique on Earth, Baikal is home to more than 1,700 species of plants and animals, two thirds of which can be found nowhere else in the world. Many rivers flow across Russia; see Rivers of Russia. Of its 100,000 rivers, Russia contains some of the world's longest. The Volga is the most famous—not only because it is the longest river in Europe but also because of its major role in Russian history. Major lakes include Lake Baikal, Lake Ladoga and Lake Onega; see List of lakes in Russia. Russia has a wide natural resource base including major deposits of petroleum, natural gas, coal, timber and many strategic minerals. 

Russia, also officially known as the Russian Federation is a country in northern Eurasia. It is a federal semi-presidential democratic republic, comprising 83 federal subjects. Russia shares borders with the following countries (from northwest to southeast): Norway, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland (both via Kaliningrad Oblast), Belarus, Ukraine, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, China, Mongolia, and North Korea. It also has maritime borders with Japan (by the Sea of Okhotsk) and the United States (by the Bering Strait).

At 17,075,400 square kilometers (6,592,800 sq mi), Russia is by far the largest country in the world, covering more than a ninth of the Earth's land area. Russia is also the ninth most populous nation in the world with 142 million people. It extends across the whole of northern Asia and 40% of Europe, spanning 11 time zones and incorporating a wide range of environments and landforms. Russia has the world's largest reserves of mineral and energy resources, and is considered an energy superpower. It has the world's largest forest reserves and its lakes contain approximately one-quarter of the world's fresh water. 

The nation's history began with that of the East Slavs, who emerged as a recognizable group in Europe between the 3rd and 8th centuries AD.  Founded and ruled by a noble Viking warrior class and their descendants, the first East Slavic state, Kievan Rus', arose in the 9th century and adopted Orthodox Christianity from the Byzantine Empire in 988, beginning the synthesis of Byzantine and Slavic cultures that defined Russian culture for the next millennium. Kievan Rus' ultimately disintegrated and the lands were divided into many small feudal states.

The most powerful successor state to Kievan Rus' was Moscow, which served as the main force in the Russian reunification process and independence struggle against the Golden Horde. Moscow gradually reunified the surrounding Russian principalities and came to dominate the cultural and political legacy of Kievan Rus'. By the 18th century, the nation had greatly expanded through conquest, annexation, and exploration to become the Russian Empire, which was the third largest empire in history, stretching from Poland in Europe to Alaska in North America.

We know the fact that argument between slavophiles and westernists hasn't been finished. The first ones suggest that Russia should be an original  country with its customs. Other suppose that it must follow the way of European countries. Some people think that the first way is stagnation. Moreover most of people are afraid that second way will lead to the dependence of Russia from other countries in the world. Finally, there are some other interpretation of this.

Russia established worldwide power and influence from the times of the Russian Empire to being the largest and leading constituent of the Soviet Union, the world's first constitutionally socialist state and a recognized superpower,[16] that played a decisive role[17in the allied victory in World War II. The Russian Federation was founded following the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991, but is recognized as the continuing legal personality of the Soviet state.[20] Russia has the world's eighth largest economy by nominal GDP or the sixth largest by purchasing power parity, with the eighth largest nominal military budget or third largest by PPP. It is one of the five recognized nuclear weapons states and possesses the world's largest stockpile of weapons of mass destruction. Ensuring global development as an indispensable condition of peace and international stability in the 21st century remains a major task of the world community, including the Group of Eight partners. Its successful accomplishment presupposes a consistent building-up of their efforts to form societies based on knowledge, democratic freedoms and social partnership. It also presupposes their readiness to take fully into account ecological and social requirements in the elaboration of a global economic strategy and in its implementation in relations with each other and with the rest of the participants of international cooperation. 

Russia is a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council, a member of the G8, G20, the Council of Europe, the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and the Eurasian Economic Community, and is the leading member of the Commonwealth of Independent States. The Russian nation has a long tradition of excellence in every aspect of the arts and sciences, as well as a strong tradition in technology, including such significant achievements as the first human spaceflight.

2) The political and economical status of Russia 

According to the Constitution, the politics of Russia (the Russian Federation) take place in a framework of a federal presidential republic, whereby the President of Russia is the head of state and the Prime Minister of Russia is the head of government. Executive power is exercised by the government. Legislative power is vested in both the government and the two chambers of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation. 
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To get wider impression about the political structure of Russian Federation we have made the next table. Let's look through it.   

The president is elected by popular vote for a four-year term (eligible for a second term); election last held 14 March 2004 (next to be held in March 2008). Ministries of the Government or "Government" composed of the premier and his deputies, ministers, and selected other individuals; all are appointed by the president. Parliament, termed the Federal Assembly or Federalnoye Sobraniye, consists of two chambers; the 450-member State Duma or Gosudarstvennaya Duma and the 176-member Federation Council or Sovet Federatsii. Constitutional justice in the court is based on the equality of all citizens. Judges are independent and subject only to the law. Trials are to be open, and the accused is guaranteed a defense. Despite Freedom House's listing of Russia being "not free", Alvaro Gil-Robles (former head of the Council of Europe human rights division) states "The fledgling Russian democracy is still, of course, far from perfect, but its existence and its successes cannot be denied." The Economist rates Russia as a "hybrid regime", which they consider "some form of democratic government". As Russia one of  the post-communist  countries that is  experiencing  a  common  crisis  of identity  and   profound  political  contradictions.  If  they   lead  to  a stratification of  society into a small group of wealthy people (5-7%) and a large group of people deprived of any ownership of the means of  production,this  will be a backwards step. In reality these  countries will return to a

state from which the industrialised countries have already progressed and to

outdated  social models.  If  the  division of  ownership in  Eastern Europe

creates class divisions then  it is extremely  possible for this to create a

chain  reaction  with  exceptionally adverse consequences for the process of

reform and the  transition to a Fourth Civilisation. Clearly the collapse of

the Eastern European societies  into classes will not send them into the New

Civilisation but will hold them back in the grips of the old. The peoples of

these countries will have to  experience its  contradictions and to struggle

with the problems which  the Western countries  have already  overcome. This

will cause  difficulties  for the socialisation of ownership and will render

the  reconstruction  of  the  market  impossible  leading  to a  revival  of

bureaucracy and the bureaucratic state. We should not be surprised that such

a transition will not  only return the former communist parties to power but

also the "strong hand" governments of  corrupt  politicians and combinations

of the  two.  This will be extremely unfavourable for the development of the

Eastern European states and at the same time  it will  be a retarding factor

for the whole of world development, especially if such processes are allowed

to take place in Russia, China and other larger countries.

     The  question arises  whether it  is  at  all possible  for  the former

totalitarian  states   to  make  the  transition  directly  to  the   Fourth

Civilisation. My response is entirely positive. The relatively good material

infrastructure  of  the  Eastern  European  countries,  the  high  level  of

education  and  culture  of  the population  as  well as  the experience  of

communism as one  type of social development are all factors  which create a

basis for the transition to new types of relations  without  passing through

the phase  of  initial  capital  accumulation.  The  technology  of  such  a

transition has been inadequately  researched but it is absolutely applicable

on the basis ofthe results of the period between 1990-1995.

     Above all, in order to accomplish such a process of development and  to

approach the  level of the industrialised  countries and  the trends  of the

Fourth  Civilisation it  will be necessary  to  achieve some sort of minimal

political  consensus. If confrontations  and instability  continue,  and  if

behind  the  facade  of  the  "political  struggle" corruption  and crime is

allowed  to flourish,  the  post-communist countries will  regress  at least

30-50 years into the past. Only common will and the consolidation of society

will redirect their material and cultural heritage towards the  framework of

the emerging new civilisation.

     The second great problem is the redistribution of  ownership. As I have

already mentioned, this process has begun with restitution, or the return of

property nationalised  at the end  of the 1940's. This process,  if it takes

place within real  limits, will throw the post-communist states into serious

conflicts which are unnecessary at the end of the 20th century.  The example

of the Bulgaria is particularly indicative. However,  even if  privatisation

is carried  out without restitution, as  in Russia  and if it is carried out

with  the out-dated methods of the time  of "wild capitalism", this will not

lead  to any positive results.  The main aim of privatisation is to dynamise

the  post-communist societies, to form  civil societies and for the majority

of the  citizens  to  receive  some  form  of  ownership  of  the  means  of

production. A society of voluntarily associated owners is the alternative to

totalitarianism, the class society  and  primitive capitalism.  In  order to

achieve this a number of specialised privatisation methods will be required.

The most successful  experience has been demonstrated in  the Czech Republic

and  Slovenia  and, albeit under  different  conditions, in  the former East

Germany. The main aim of these methods in my opinion  should  be: firstly to

demonopolise  the large-scale enterprises inherited from totalitarian times,

to preserve those with  the greatest  potential  and to  transform them into

trans-national corporations;  secondly, a  reliable  stock  exchange  system

should be developed wherein a significant part  of these enterprises can  be

sold by means of mass privatisation, market methods  and the substitution of

debt against ownership;  thirdly, the necessary legislative  framework needs

to  be  developed to allow for privatisation by management teams  as well as

the possibility  for as many small and medium enterprises as possible to  be

established  for  the  use and gradual purchase by citizens;  fourthly,  the

possibility for workers' collectives to receive without payment ownership in

the enterprises in which they are employed.The review of the past four years demonstrates that the tendency of growth of the Russian economy (the domestic economy grew 5.8 percent annually on the average or over 25 percent during this whole period) is weakening. Further exploitation of the growth mechanism based on the flow of "cheap" petroleum money and post-crisis ruble devaluation will not provide the sustainability of the economic growth. 

The reforms of the past four years allowed the government to resolve a number of problems, which were the focus of previous program documents of the Russian government: 

· Important legislative acts were adopted (package of tax laws, Labor Code, Land Code, etc.); 

· Several reforms were initiated, including the pension reform, railway transport reform and electrical energy industry reform; 

· Some progress has been achieved in the sphere of eliminating excess administrative pressure on business; and 

· There has been progress in negotiations on Russia's participation in the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

The effectiveness of the Russian reforms as well as the macroeconomic stability are proven by the gradual increase of Russia's credit rating and acknowledgement by both the European Union and the USA of Russia's status as the country with market economy. 

At the same time, Russia continues to face serious socio-economic problems, which signifies of the instability of economic growth and results achieved recently. Russia's level of economic development remains unacceptably low. The GDP per capita is slightly over seven thousand USD at purchasing power parity and less than 2.5 thousand USD according to the current exchange rate. These numbers are several times lower than the indicators not only for the leading but also for the considerable part of the developing countries. This results in the low quality of life with high rate of differentiation of the citizens' income and unacceptably high share of people below poverty line. 

Several major problems limiting the country's economic growth can be identified: 

1. The present state of market institutions and infrastructure sets high level of expenditures on the domestic economy; 

2. Governmental interference into the economic activity remains excessive and disruptive; 

3. In terms of implementing efficient foreign trade policy, the Russian economy remains essentially closed due to excess customs and currency regulation and control as well as lack of harmonization of the Russian standards and international foreign trade standards; 

4. Level of taxation of entrepreneurial activity remains very high, which significantly slows down the increase of investments and general economic growth; 

5. There is no effective law enforcement system in the country; and 

6. Inefficient system of social services combined with low salary levels impedes normal reproduction of human capital. 

The economic structure remains deformed with the raw energy materials and transport sectors representing the dominant areas. Given the absence of adequate inter-sectoral flow of capital, such imbalance preserves the lagging position of processing and service sectors and complicates the task of modernizing the economy. There are major deficiencies in the regulatory environment, including the sphere of export policy, competition stimulation, resistance to corruption, and protection of people's personal contribution to the global knowledge. 

If the current pace and structure of growth remain the same, Russia will not be able to reach an adequate standard of living in the next decade. The sustainable economic growth is only possible in the conditions of diversification and increase of investment activity. 

According to the latest announcement of Russian Embassy the most important part in the existence of highly developed country is its level of education.

Russia presumes that imparting to development a global character is a dynamic process and should be ensured by purposeful actions of the entire international community at all levels of responsibility and competence. These actions are called upon to encompass not only the spheres of political and economic decision-making, but also the fields of education, culture and information in which the values of tolerance and respect for human dignity and cultural diversity, underlying truly sustainable development and social progress, are formed. 

Understanding this circumstance provided the chief stimulus for the adoption by the United Nations Organization of the decision to declare a Decade of Education for Sustainable Development. The Group of Eight can play an important role in achieving the main goals of this Decade. 

Today education increasingly acts as a leading factor of development and as the engine of the new, knowledge-based economy. Education and professional training and retraining are becoming an integral element of the activity of an individual over his/her lifetime and they ensure his/her social adaptation and the full-fledged capitalization of internal resources. Simultaneously, we are witnessing the process of the formation of a global educational space through a consistent spread of transfrontier and distance education, the expansion of the freedom of access to information, knowledge and advanced technologies, and the development of academic and student mobility. 

At the same time, the growing tendencies towards monopolization of the world market of educational services and attempts to use the differences in educational standards for the creation of noncompetitive advantages and increase the length and cost of higher professional education and so reduce its accessibility cannot but evoke concern.  The widening gap in the growth rates of educational services as well as in the level and quality of education in the developed and developing countries restrains the formation of professional cadres capable of ensuring the necessary spread of new technologies and the enhancement of the competitiveness of the populations and economies of the developing countries in world markets. The scale of migration of unskilled labor migrants, not ready for effective integration into the receiving communities, is increasing everywhere. 

Developed countries are now increasingly aware of the need to ensure security and stability in the world through the development of high-quality general and professional education in the developing countries – both through the building-up of direct support of Education for All and the EFA - Fast Track Initiative set up by the G8 and World Bank and via comprehensive assistance to the inclusion of these countries in a global educational space which must become demonopolized and more accessible. 

Likely priority areas for joint action and the coordinated approaches to solving the above tasks flow from the provisions and assessments in the field of education formulated at the G8 summits in 1999, 2000 and 2002. They boil down, for the most part, to the following. 

First, it is necessary to acknowledge that a major task of education systems is not so much the linear building-up of the potential of people’s competence as the formation in them of a steady orientation towards mutual respect and the reconciliation of interests and towards building relations with the environment which would consider and ensure the requirements not only of present, but also of future generations. The spread of education and the ensuring of its quality should be viewed as a global task underlying the measures which have to be taken in order to enhance the living standards and security of the peoples of the world. 

The solution of this task, of course, can only be comprehensive, it cannot be achieved only in the framework of the process of general education and professional training. Efforts in the sphere of education in the broad sense of the notion must include purposeful actions to form the new information society, including the development of the Internet network and the adoption of the latest information and knowledge dissemination technologies. There is also a need for substantially reforming the administration systems operating in many countries, the organization of economic and social life, behavioral stereotypes, and so on. 

In this regard, paramount importance is being attached to the use of educational institutions for the formation of the ideas and values of peace, democracy, human rights and tolerance common to and shared by all. 

It is necessary to comprehensively encourage the adoption of methods of education which help to cultivate in young people readiness to uphold and spread these ideals and actively participate in the search and adoption of new forms of organization of society and the mechanisms ensuring its sustainable development. 

Facilitating the broad adoption of civic education is seen as a major thrust in efforts of the world community, including the G8 countries, for raising the quality of education as a whole as well as ensuring its socialization and turn towards the global development goals. 

Second, the full need remains for the further advancement of Education for All and especially its components such as the elimination of illiteracy and the provision of equal access to education. Guided by the goals and objectives formulated in the report on education that was adopted at the G8 summit in Kananaskis (2002), it is necessary to build on joint efforts for implementing the action plans in support of educational reforms in developing countries, primarily in Africa and the Middle East region, and also in countries with economies in transition. 

Furthermore, such efforts should be oriented above all towards stimulating the adoption and effective monitoring of the implementation in these countries of the appropriate measures at the national level, including priority budget financing for the sphere of education, the elaboration and adoption of contemporary technologies for overcoming illiteracy and providing access to education, the inventory and coordination of international programs to assist the development of general and professional education through disseminating new training methods and advanced experience in the sphere of the management and standardization of the quality of education as well as programs of teacher training and placement of graduates of professional education institutions in positions. Interested countries should be given support in the establishment of national centers for the use of ICT in educational systems. 

Noting the significant progress made since the creation of the Education for All - Fast Track Initiative, it is necessary to also stress the need to continue the search for additional resources to finance primary general and professional education in recipient countries so as by the year 2010 to reach the level sufficient for the fulfillment of the commitments adopted by developed countries with respect to the support of Education for All. 

At the same time, taking into account the accumulated experience, new requirements and the really existing capabilities, the previously agreed-upon goals, assumptions and guidelines in this field should be considered once again within the framework of the Fast Track Initiative and, when necessary, corrected. It is required, in particular, to devote greater attention to support for professional education systems at the second and the higher level, primarily for improving the training of information and communication technology teachers and specialists, education managers, and so on. 

Third, the turn now occurring in the international community towards education quality problems cannot but evoke satisfaction.The very concept of “quality” is being specified in the process, and keenness grows on developing and applying more precise criteria for evaluation of the achieved level.

The most favorable prospects are linked here with the further equalization of the levels of professional qualifications taking into account the experience and achievements in this field of the most highly developed countries, and also the practice of the implementation of the Bologna Process. The G8 countries are keen to render coordinated assistance to the promotion of projects corresponding to the principle of the “globalization of education under joint control” and ensuring the openness, alternativeness and equal accessibility of an emerging unified world educational space in the interests of reducing the gap in the level and quality of educational services between developed and developing countries. 

Shifting the emphasis in international cooperation in the educational sphere to the development of professional, including secondary and higher, education would contribute to solving these tasks. 

Acting in the spirit of the decisions adopted at the 1999 summit in Cologne, it would be possible, in particular, to initiate the creation of a unified network of international educational resources at varying level in the form of freely accessible electronic portals on different fields of knowledge, functioning in the languages of the G8 member countries on the basis of coordinated standards and compatible software. 

The need is becoming ever more obvious to substantially expand support for the development of transfrontier education through the dissemination of information on the available educational centers and the level of services rendered by them, as well as through the formation of interstate network programs for developing academic and student mobility. 

Finally, carrying out a series of international comparative studies on the evaluation of the level of competence of graduates of higher and secondary professional education institutions would correspond to the above goals.The Agreement on the Principles of Quality in Transfrontier Education, signed in 2005 between the OECD and UNESCO, creates favorable possibilities for further activity in this direction on a global scale. 

It is necessary to fully exclude the provision of low-quality educational services engendered by the weakness and ineffectiveness of control over their market. The motto “toward the quality of life through the quality of education” is called upon to become the motto of the entire world community, capable of really ensuring the accomplishment of sustainable development objectives. 

We are sure that Russia is a world power and very important and valuable part of civilization. The attempts to made Russia to follow the conception of isolation or stagnation vanish the real impression of Russia that can be made by anybody.

The policy to call Russia a dictatorial country that occupied Europe during The Second World War is analyzed as a wish to pretend the world and civilization without Russia in its past and present existence. So civilization supposedly is firstly European countries which have the rights to impose the rest of the world everything that is right for them. For existence it goes up violate the norms of international law, their obligations and promises. And it is not only theory. It is concrete policy they are leading. 

It`s strange that Russian usually shows the inferior complex. To sum up, it draw back to under the pressure and, moreover, the impudence of some “world players”. But really Russia is part and parcel of world civilization. And it has the right to posses authority, equal right and respectable opinion in the world. Finally we can say that it is evidently that Russia does not use all possibilities that she has and does not represent itself as it is necessary for a grate state.

II.  The practical part

The point of view about Russia abroad.

There is a tendency to think that Russia has won the first places in the world but they can not said any word about it if we do not know the attitude of foreigners. There has been made a research. It was made in the form of questions. It includes some the most important questions that knows any person of our country. We can quote some of them about geographical situation, economical situation, symbols of Russia and etc. As there is a little difficulty to find out a foreigner to achieve the results of questioner. So it was decided to do it online.
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To conclude the given results we can sat that foreigners have a lot of stereotypes about Russia and the knowledge level about our countries rather low. On this grounds our country must develop structure of representing our achievements in the world. It can be made on line or by international channels where can be truthful information about Russia  

2. The opinion of foreign mass-media about Russia.

1) Foreign press about Russia.

TV Is a very expensive medium and many countries do not have  the technology and money to make their own television programs. The result is the most countries are dependent on TV of Britain and America. It is easier and cheaper to buy foreign products such as soup operas, news programs, different shows. So, a lot of people feel that TV is danger to local cultures in some countries. We have asked various people from various countries about their attitudes about TV. Does TV adulate or stimulate?  Or it is a drug or tranquilizer used to control the population. There are some views, for example: ‘TV has been the greatest instrument of social democracy in Western European socialites’-said John Norman, a British psychologist. Some people disagree, as 90% of TV programs in some countries are foreign. And some people  think and feel that TV has disrupted local culture and social ties. Our search was based on this fact because a lot of foreign programs give us a chance to see unjust and mistaken information about Russia. The fact is the impression of foreigners about our country covered under the political games of their countries. The first program we would like to analyze is CNN.

There was an interview about Georgian war. The journalist was asking a girl from South Ossetia and Georgia. And then something has gone wrong. The girl answered that Georgian army attacked South Ossetian and Russian people were defenders. The journalist began shout in case to stop it; ‘Stop the program! Now its time for a break!’ The had to take a pause. It is better to mention that in the previous announcements it was depicted that Russia is an enemy of South Ossetia. That's why we can say that TV changes the stereotypes of people addicted to TV. And Russia became less powerful under such pressure. 

On the other hand there are some positive sayings about Russia like these: "Russia has taken over the chairmanship of the G8 group of nations for the first time. It will provide President Vladimir Putin with an opportunity to emphasize Russia's role in international affairs. But some CRITICS have said Russia is not a fit country to head the group, which brings together the world's leading industrialized democracies. Some US Senators have argued that Russia should not be a member of the club of developed democracies, let alone be allowed to head the organization. They claim that Russia is still not one of the world's leading economic powers. This country has also been criticized for prosecuting government's political opponents, clamping down on the media, and tolerating human rights abuses.

As far as Russia’s image is concerned, it has become one of the problems of the day just as Russian President Dmitriy Medvedev is getting ready to host the G8 for the first time. 

If we trace back the history of this problem, we would find out that its roots lie in the Soviet period, when The Iron Curtain isolated us from the rest of the world. During the years of Stagnation lots of prejudice against Russia and Russians appeared. Most Western people thought, and, to our great disappointment, still think these days that Russia is a big tundra, which is the motherland of Lenin, Stalin, Yuri Gagarin, Matreshka and Vodka, a country, where big brown bears walk along the streets.

It goes without saying, that this cross-cultural diversity and misunderstanding must be dealt with, particularly if we want to enjoy equal rights in modern political world.

Conclusion

As it was previously stated, Russia is a really valuable country in the world but not all sides of its citizens satisfy the requirements of a rightly developed country. One of them is the social life of people and the position of Russian government in the policy of social warfare. On the hole our country is like a nut with shell made of gold and an emerald inside. That's why a lot of foreign representatives judge about Russia as a wealthy country there lives a lot of fools.

The hypothesis that the point of view of foreign countries is hypothetical and our position in the world is visual comes true, because not all of them can pretend the country they are asked about. The real situation in the world policy does not give us a chance to establish our rules and follow our recommendations. There can not be any words about entering into the Great Eight European countries, as e. g. Great Britain stands against our country and their political leaders ignore all our attempts to attract the attention.  

And I personally think that in future our country will overcome all the difficulties that we have and we will be respectable in the world. Moreover, I will never live in foreign country, because Russia is my motherland and main part of it is its originality.
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