Myths of Ancient Greece
What is Mythology?

From the beginning, man has had a need to explain why he is here, he needs to know his origins. He also needs to know how is surroundings got there, the mountains, sea, sky... People started to tell stories to explain these things. Of course they couldn’t be alone, someone had created them and their world, gods. They made the gods to look like themselves. Over the years people would hear these stories and pass them on to others. Soon the stories were spread very far from where they started. They had also changed a bit with the language translations and because they wanted to adjust it to what they liked. Later, they believed the now legends, and built temples and shrines to honor their gods and goddesses. They sacrificed and made ceremonies to honor them, they also started honoring heroes for their “godlike” deeds. The stories had evolved into a religion.
The Greeks: Where did they come from?

The branch of Greek mythology is extremely old, dating back to the worship of the Earth Mother in 2000 B.C. Invaders from Asia Minor introduced an early language. They also worshipped Aryan sky-gods. They started life in Thessaly and became a race as they mingled with the natives. But life wasn’t all peaceful, the more aggressive tribes moved in and enslaved the native people, calling them Helots. They spoke a form of ancient Greek and used hieroglyphics (not the same as Egyptian or Mayan...) which scholars call Linear B.
During these wars, Crete was a thriving nation. They had long been trading with Egypt and some of the Eastern countries. They were called Minoans, and the culture hit its peak in about 1600 B.C. Again, it turned to rubble, probably by an earthquake or volcano. The Greeks took over the vulnerable island and fit their mythology and the Cretans mythology to mix. The myths then came streaming in, from Thrace, Argos, Attica, Mycenae, and more. The myths were now had a lot of variety.
Greek Mythology
The Greeks had their gods, the first gods to resemble humans. Not just look like them, but acted like them too. Each god or goddess had his/her own personality. Some were old, some were fat, some were mean, and so on. The entire mythological base was on humans.
The myths were full of heroes who destroyed their enemies by their superior intelligence and wit. For example Oedipus beats the Sphinx at the riddle. They had an unquenchable curiosity about creation and more to the point, themselves.
Olympians

Zeus is the youngest child of the Titans: Cronus and Rhea. He is the chief god in Greek Mythology. He is an Olympian and the king of them. His brothers and sisters were Hestia, Hades, Demeter, Poseidon, and Hera, who was also his queen. Zeus was a sky and weather god, he ruled the sky and had control over the winds, the clouds, rain, thunder and lightning. Zeus also was associated with battle, any kind of game, and protection. He is sometimes the father of gods and men. He was a very unfaithful god, which makes me think he should be the god of fertility too. He had hundreds of children, including Herakles (Heracles), Perseus, and Helen as mortals or demi-gods and all of the Olympian gods that weren’t descended from Cronus and Rhea. His most famous sanctuary is at Dodona. Zeus is often pictured as wearing a crown of oak leaves (which belonged to his tree), he had a sceptre in one hand and a thunder bolt (attribute) in the other. 
Hera is the youngest daughter of Cronus and Rhea and older than her brother Zeus, who was also her husband. She is an Olympian. She was the mother of Ares, Hebe, Hephaestus, Eileithya (Illithiya) and and sometimes Eris. She was the goddess of marriage and was always concerned about the wellbeing of women and children, unless they were Zeus’ and not hers. Hera is a very ancient goddess, her cult goes farther back than Zeus’ and was so strong that the newcomers from the north had to absorb it into their own religion. She was sort of a jealous woman, you could say, she would endlessly chase the consorts of Zeus almost to death, in the case of Semele, mother of Dionysus, she did, actually she tricked her so Zeus would kill her but it still counts. Another case would be Io. See the myth page and the Marriage of Zeus and Hera for the wedding. Her animals are the cow and peacock. 
Poseidon was the middle son of Cronus and Rhea and older than Hera. He was an Olympian. He drew the sea for his lot when the three brothers picked lots for kingdoms. He took the sea from Nereus who willingly retired. He married one of The Old Man of the Sea’s, which Nereus is sometimes called, fifty daughters, this Nereid was Amphitrite and bore her husband her only son Triton, who was a merman and blew in his conch shell. Poseidon, as Hera, pre-dates Zeus. By the very ancient people he was a fertility god and a patron of herdsmen. His emblem is the trident or three pronged spear which could cause typhoons, hurricanes, and earthquakes. This made him a god of all three of these disasters too. Like Zeus who he was very similar to, Poseidon had numerous wives and children which include Polyphemus the Cyclops in the Odyssey, and Pegasus by Medusa. Poseidon was also swallowed by his father like all his siblings except Zeus. His animal is the horse.

Demeter was the middle daughter of Cronus and Rhea and older than Poseidon, Hera and Zeus. She was an Olympian. Her daughter by Zeus was Persephone who was abducted by Demeter’s oldest brother Hades. Persephone was the joy of Demeter’s life. Demeter was the goddess of the Earth, even though there were about a hundred before her including Gaea, Rhea... She was also the goddess of the harvest which she supervised every fall, she was especially associated with corn. It was ritual that the first loaf of bread was sacrificed to Demeter. Demeter had many suitors, including Zeus, Apollo and Poseidon. Poseidon pursued Demeter and trapped her between to rocks where he demanded she marry him. She said if he could make the most beautiful animal in the world she would be his. She thought she had tricked him because he was always making ugly serpents and monsters. Anyway Poseidon created the horse for her, but he was so intrigued by it that he forgot about Demeter and spent his time with his horses.
Hades was the oldest son of Cronus and Rhea but younger than Hestia. He is the ruler of the Underworld which is also named Hades. The Underworld that he rules is divided into two sections, Elysian Fields where good people go and to the palace of the Erinyes or Furies where sinners go. Most people think of Hades as Satan and his palace as Hell, which is definitely not true, he didn’t want people to sin or kill or anything. He was just the ruler and wasn’t demon like. His Queen was Persephone and his niece who he abducted from his sister Demeter. He drew the lot when he and his brothers picked for spots in the universe, when he got what no one else wanted he sunk into his barren palace and stayed there, which is why he isn’t counted as an Olympian. His attribute was the Cap of Invisibility. He was called the rich one and indeed he was, all the minerals and jewels in the ground belonged to him. In some stories they tell of his palace covered in diamonds and emeralds and every kind of valuable jewel. His sacred flowers were the cypress and narcissus. 

Hestia was the oldest child of Cronus and Rhea. She was the goddess of the hearth and fire. Hestia was a very gentle and loving goddess and gave up her throne to Dionysus just so her siblings and nieces and nephews wouldn’t fight. When she gave up her bare throne she gave up her title as an Olympian and therefore in later myths isn’t, but in the first ones, before Dionysus she is an Olympian. Her altar was in the center of a city in the hearth or town fire. She was also honored in the home in the personal hearth. She was a virgin goddess because she refused her brothers and Apollo for husbands. Not too many myths survive about Hestia but she is still an important goddess.

Athena is the daughter of Zeus and a Titan’s daughter, Metis. Athena was the favorite child of Zeus and also wore the shield of her father the Aegis. Athena was the goddess of Wisdom, war with reason, weaving, peace and compassion and had many other jobs to do. Athena was the guardian of the city of Athens, capital of Athens. The Athenians dedicated the Parthenon to her, the Parthenon is the biggest temple in the Acropolis. Athena had an extremely strong cult and was a virgin goddess. Athena has to be the most famous god or goddess in Greek Mythology next to Zeus. She is very active in Homer’s The Odyssey and helps the royal family of Ithaca. Athena is credited with making Medusa ugly. It so happened that Medusa was a very beautiful young girl who was in one of Athena’s temples. She was seduced by Poseidon in the temple which made Athena so ugly she made her and her two immortal sisters ugly and banished all three of them to an island off the coast of Libya. Her bird was the owl, she was often pictured with the scales of justice, and her shield and spear. She was an Olympian.

Ares was the son of Zeus and Hera and the most hated god by his father. Ares was the god of war and since most Greeks didn’t go to war without reason he was unpopular. He is depicted wearing a golden helmet with an enormous spear covered in blood. The crowd that followed him was not what you’d call morally correct. His worshippers, who were few, were mean and vicious. Among the crowd were Pain, Panic, Famine, and Oblivion; his sons, Phobos (Fear) and Deimos (Terror), got his chariot ready. The horrors of war were now symbolized. He was identified with the Roman god Mars, which only his title was carried over. Mars was a noble and respected god, because war was considered morally correct for the vulgar Romans. Ares was also the father of Tantalus. Ares had one Olympian lover, Aphrodite, who didn’t care about personality, she was kind of a bimbo anyway and not very steady. In The Odyssey there is a tale about Hephaestus catching Aphrodite, his faithless wife and his brother in his bed. In The Iliad it is said that his father, Zeus hates his son because of his perpetual violence and aggression. Ares might have looked good but if he was every injured in battle he’d stop the soldiers with his crying and bawling. Ares’ animals were the dog and the vulture which suited him excellently. Unfortunately, he was an Olympian.
Hephaestus was the son of Zeus and Hera, but sometimes only Hera. He is the god of fire, craftsmen and especially smiths. He was called “the divine artificer”. Hephaestus was paralyzed in his legs and was definitely not handsome. Apparently Zeus flung the ugly god off Olympus because he took his mother’s side (she never appreciated him anyway because he was ugly), he flew for an entire day before landing on an Island. Other myths say that Hera threw him off Olympus as a child because he was ugly. The nymphs of the ocean raised him and he’d craft beautiful jewelry from coral and stuff under water, his mother then reclaimed him and he became an Olympian. He built two golden robots to help him move around since he was paralyzed, he also crafted the twelve thrones of Olympus. His constant helpers were the Cyclopes. Since he was a very steady god Zeus gave Aphrodite to him, though in other myths his wife is Aglaia, one of the three Graces. Hephaestus helped with the birth of Athena when he cut his father’s head open to let her out. His religion probably originated in Asia Minor, and was thought to be very kind and peace loving, that depiction is carried into all myths, him being a very nice steady god who was as nice as his brother Ares was cruel. Hephaestus’ smoky and flaming workshop was situated inside Mount Etna, the volcano in Sicily, the Roman’s placed him there. He was an Olympian.
Apollo was the son of Zeus and a Titan’s daughter, Leto, and the twin brother of Artemis. He fathered many children including Aristaeus and Asclepius. Apollo was the god of many things too; poetry, music, archery, prophecy, light, and the art of healing. He is the subject of many statues and paintings because of his exceptional beauty. Apollo was a very popular Olympian and all the gods respected him, his half brother Hermes was the only god who dared play a trick on him, this happened just as Hermes was born and stole Apollo’s cows. His Oracle and temple at Delphi are very important to mythology, it could only speak the truth like Apollo himself. Because of Apollo’s persistent truth he was a big influence on law and justice.
Artemis was the daughter of Zeus and Leto. She is the twin sister of Apollo. She was the goddess of hunt, and childbirth. Although she helped and protected mothers bearing children she was a virgin goddess and was also a goddess of chastity. Artemis’ origins are very old, and may have begun on Crete as an earth goddess. This Olympian was armed with a bow and quiver made of silver by Hephaestus, these arrows brought a painless death. She had many sides to her nature, she could cause disease in animals, kill a baby or she could be helpful with Illithya, the goddess of childbirth. She and her divine brother were different as night and day, she was a moon goddess and him a sun god. But no matter how different they were, they loved each other dearly and loved their mother. A good story of this is the twins and Niobe who boasted that she had 14 children and Leto had two, the twins killed all of Niobes children so she wouldn’t brag senselessly any more. While she wouldn’t marry, she did almost change her mind because of Orion, a giant son of Poseidon who was also a hunter, Apollo got jealous and killed Orion. Her sacred animal was the hind.
Hermes was the son of Zeus and a Titan’s daughter Maia. He wore winged shoes and sometimes a winged hat. He was the messenger of the gods, and brought the dead down to Hades, he was the god of flocks, roads, trading, thieves (even though he never stole) and merchants, he was sometimes a fertility god too. Hermes was the merriest Olympian and was loved by all the gods. He invented the lyre which he gave to Apollo to ease his anger for stealing his cows right after his birth. Hermes fathered many children including Autolycus, Daphnis, Hermaphroditus, Pan, and sometimes Eros. In archaic art the god is pictured as a bearded man wearing a broad brimmed hat and winged sandals, and carrying a herald’s staff. From the 5th century B.C. on, he was depicted as a nude and beardless young man, typical of an accomplished athlete. Hermes’ earliest cult was Arcadia where he was represented with erect phallic images called hermae. 

Aphrodite was the daughter of Zeus and Dione but in some myths she just rose out of the sea because the blood of Uranus that fell into the sea after he was castrated by Cronus caused the goddess to be born. In this myth she rides in a scallop shell and washes up on the shore of Cythera. She had many children and barely any of them had the same father. She was a faithless wife to Hephaestus. Aphrodite was an ancient goddess, an earth-mother whose domain embraced all creation, vegetable, animal and human. She represented sacred love and marriage as well as sensuality and desire. She has been identified with the Eastern goddess’s Astarte and Ishtar. She was the Olympian mother of Eros by Hermes or Ares, Phobos and Deimos by Ares, Harmonia (Peace or Concord), and Priapus by Zeus. Those are only a few of her almost hundred children. Aphrodite was the cause of the Trojan War because she promised Helen to Paris even though she was married to Menelaus. In short she was a very beautiful but very faithless and vengeful goddess.
Dionysus was the son of Zeus and Semele who was mortal. He, like Athena was born in a very peculiar way, it happened that Hera found out about Zeus’ fling with Semele and had to have revenge. She told Semele that if Zeus was really her husband that he should show himslef in his entire splendor. Semele asked for a promise from her husband, he promised by the River Styx. She asked to see him in his entire splendor. Zeus begged her change her mind, but she was persistent. The king of all gods gathered the smallest clouds he could find and picked his smallest lightning bolt, but it was no use, he accidentally killed her. He saved his unborn son and sewed him into his leg. When he was born, Zeus sent him in the care of the Maenads. There he learned how to make an alcoholic drink from the many grapes that hung around his home. Dionysus was therefore the god of wine and was said to be the cause of many orgiastic rituals. His constant companions were the Maenads, centaurs, satyrs and Sileni who were almost always drunk or having sex. Dionysus is depicted as a semi - nude youthful god but kind of chubby. His head was crowned with vine leaves and grapes and carried a goblet of wine in one hand and a thyrsus staff headed with a pine cone in the other. He then went up to Olympus to claim his throne. Hera was pretty cheesed about a son of a mortal being an Olympian but Zeus shut her up. Hestia gave up her throne to avoid conflict. He had a shrine at Delphi. His plant was obviously the grape vine and ivy plant.
Persephone wasn’t an Olympian but her mother was Demeter and her father Zeus. She was abducted by her uncle Hades. Persephone was also the cause of the naming of the mint plant. Hades was fond of the girl Minthe but cold Persephone was jealous and stomped the girl to death. Hades turned her into the mint plant. Persephone was a jolly and cheerful goddess, her mother would always take her to earth with her from their home on Olympus. Persephone turned into a mean cold ice queen because she ate 4-6 pommegranate seeds, the food of the dead. She was banished to stay for 4-6 months in Hades with her uncle and the other she could stay up on Olympus.
The Underworld
The underworld was surrounded by a series of rivers. The Everything Classical Mythology describes the following rivers surrounding the Greek underworld:
1. Acheron: The River of Woe
2. Cocytuys: The River of Wailing
3. Lethe: The River of Forgiveness
4. Pyriphlegethon: The River of Fire
5. Styx: The river of Hate

To enter the underworld it was required to cross one of the rivers. A ferryman named Charon ferried the spirits of the dead across the rivers to the underworld. Both the Greeks and Romans buried their dead with a coin in the mouth to pay Charon for the trip. After crossing the river, the dead would pass gates guarded by a three-headed dog. Next the spirits came before one of the judges of the dead (one of the three sons of Zeus) who directed the soul to one of three areas of the underworld Elysium, the Asphodel Fields or Tartarus. Though in practice, it was only the gods or goddess who directed a person wither to Elysium or Tartarus.

Elysium was the island for a chosen few. The gods permitted only heroes or very good people to enter into this area.

The Asphodel Fields were for the spirits of the common Greek. The majority of the population would be directed to here after death. Those who went to the Asphodel Fields were people who were neither particularly good nor evil during their lives.
Tartarus was an area for those who were to be punished. In this place punishments were severe and unending. It was to Tartarus that Zeus sent the Titans after winning the battles against them. Mortals also could end up in Tartarus for crimes such as raping a daughter, hording wealth, committing fraud, and other more severe crimes.

Living Visitors to the Underworld

To fulfill one of his twelve labors, Hercules had to go into the underworld and return with Cerberus, the dog of Hades. With the help of Hermes and Athena, he forced his way across the river by beating Charon. He then fought Hades, and after being victorious took the dog. While there, he came across Theseus and released him.

Theseus went to the underworld to return a favor to Pirithous who helped him kidnap Helen. Pirithous wanted to marry Persephone but he would but would have to overcome Hades in order to accomplish this. Theseus and Pirithous fought their way to Hades’s palace. Pirithous told Hades he wanted to marry Persephone but Hades was not about to let her go. He asked the two to sit down. They sat down on chairs of oblivion where they were trapped for years. Theseus was later released by Hercules, but Pirithous had to remain.

Orpheus was an excellent musician who lost his wife to a snakebite. He used his music to gain entrance into the underworld. Persephone had pity on him and told him he could return with his wife to the land of the living. One requirement was that he could not look back until he was out of the underworld. He resisted the temptation to look back until they were almost out of the underworld. He tried to sneak a look back at his wife. As soon as he did, his wife returned to the underworld. He was not able to return again until his natural death.

Aeneas was a Trojan Hero in Greek and Roman mythology. After Troy fell he and other survivors of the Trojan War fled and sailed away to find a new home. After landing in Italy, Aeneas tried to determine where to settle. Aeneas visited Cumaean Sibyl, a prophetess who had access to the underworld through a cave with a hundred openings. Sibyl agreed to be Aeneas’s guide and directed him to take an item from a nearby magical bough, which was sacred to Proserpine (Persephone), wife of Pluto (Hades). Charon, the ferryman of the underworld, allowed Aeneas to pass because of the item from the magical bough. In the underworld, Aeneas spoke to his father Achises. He told Aeneas where to settle. Aeneas returned from the underworld and sailed on to the Tiber River in a land called Latium. He married a princes and founded the city of Lavinium. 
Sisphus was a very clever man, who deceived the gods and was famous for outwitting the god Thanatos (death). First he offended Zeus who sent Thanatos after him. Sisphus tricked Thanatos and held him captive so that no mortals were able to die. Zeus sent Hermes to release death, who then caught up with Sisphus. In order to cheat death again, Sisphus told his wife not to give him proper burial rights. When entering the underworld he was not able to pay the crossing fee to Charon. He begged Persephone to allow him to return to earth for three days and punish his wife for not properly preparing his body for death Persephone agreed. After three days, Sisphus did not return to the underworld. He lived out the rest of his natural life to an old age. Sisphus, like any mortal, died of old age, and when he entered the underworld he was sentenced to Tartarus to be punished for his crimes.

Amazon Warriors

Greek myths describe an all female culture known as the Amazons. Amazon women were known for their great skill in battle. They had strength equal, or superior to, that of men. They lived in a separate independent society, the exact location of which is uncertain. They would mate with strangers or travelers to preserve their race, but they did not permit men of and standing in their society. Men could only be servants, doing the most menial of tasks.
There are conflicting stories of what the Amazons would do with male children. Some stories suggest that they would give the boys away to travelers. Others suggest they were abandoned. It is certain the female children were raised to be warriors. Some even suggest that they took their warrior status so far as to remove the right breast so it did no interfere with them shooting arrows.

Their patron god was Ares, the god of war. They worshipped him because they were a warrior culture. In addition, Ares had fathered one of their more famous queens. They also worshipped Artemis because she symbolized a strong independent huntress.

The Amazons were involved in several wars. They joined on the side of Troy in the Trojan War. The most famous war for them was known as the Amazonomachy against the Greeks. Ancient Greek art often depicted the Amazonomachy and other battles between the Amazons and the Greeks.
Echo and Narcissus
Echo was a very talkative nymph. She could chatter on for hours. Zeus decided to use this to his advantage. He used Echo to distract Hera, his jealous wife, so he could steal away with other nymphs. Hera was furious when she discovered that Echo was helping her husband with his infidelity. To punish Echo, Hera made it so that Echo could no longer start a conversation. She could not speak first, but had to be spoken to before she was able to say anything. Even then she could only repeat the words which the other person had said.

One day, while out in the countryside, Echo spied a very handsome young man. His name was Narcissus, son of Cephissus, a river god, and Liriope, a nymph. He was a very conceited young man, who had rejected the advances of many possible mates. Echo watched him from a distance, frustrated that she could not speak to him. After he had lost his hunting party, he called out, “Is anyone here?” Echo repeated back, “Here”.

Narcissus yelled out, “Let us come together”.

Echo replied, “Let us come together,” and rushed at him with open arms. Narcissus pushed Echo away stating that he would rather die than make love to her.

Echo was so crushed that she withered away, not able to eat or sleep. Eventually, she turned to stone, and only her voice remains today, haunting the mountains.

Narcissus later also died in a similar manor of an unreturned love. One of Narcissus’ rejected suitors prayed to the gods that Narcissus would feel the same pain of unreturned love. One day Narcissus stopped for water at a pool on Mount Helicon. He saw his reflection and fell in love with this beautiful man. Yet every time he reached for the image, it would disappear. He was so infatuated with the beauty of the image he could not pull himself away. He died of starvation staring into the pool.

Today we have the term narcissistic personality, meaning someone who is too wrapped up in themselves to the exclusion of all others. 

Writers and Poets of Mythology

Myths didn't just pop out of the air, someone had to write them. I have listed some of the more famous GREEK ones. The birthdates and death dates are not always correct, so don't bother me about it, ok? 

Aeschylus is held by many to be the founder of the Greek tragedy. He is credited with creating a ‘more than one person play’ - before his time a play only had one actor on the stage at a time. Some of his plays remain: The Seven Against Thebes, Prometheus Bound, and more.
Aesop, writer of the Greek fables. He was a slave of a Thracian in Samos. Both Plato and Socrates put some of his fables into verse.
Apollonius Rodius. His name “Rhodius” comes fro the fact that he spent most of his life on Rhodes, but he was born in Alexandria. He is famous for putting Jason’s famous adventure into its most accepted form, “The Argonautica”.
Aristophanes was a comedy writer (most of his plays are still intact!). He was born in Athens but grew up in Aegina. His first work, Daitalus gave him his fame, unfortunately it is now lost. He wrote comedies about the Peloponnesion Wars which he lived through. They all reflected how ironic life was. Some of his works include “The Clouds” and “The Wasps”.
Euripides was a tragedian and ranked with Aeschylus and Sophocles, but his thoughts were different from theirs. He believed that the gods and goddesses bickered and acted like children, so they couldn’t be responsible for creating the universe. The mortals were much more exciting through his eyes. Some of his in-tact plays are: The Bacchae, Electra, Hecuba, Heracles, Medea, and the Trojan Women.
One of the better known poets, Hesiod, was a poor Greek farmer. His thoughts are more analyzed then Homer’s favor of the gods. In “Work and Days” he describes a very vivid idea of everyday life in ancient Greece, that is lived by regular Joes, not Homer’s fantasy characters. His “Theogony” describes the mythological creation of the universe and the family of the divine. He also likes to tell about the dark side of the religion such as human sacrifice and witchcraft. His life came to a tragic end when he was murdered by brothers of a woman he had had sex with.
Homer has been and still is Greece’s national poet (whudda ya know? he’s my favorite too!). He is a very vague man because no one knows exactly where he was born or what he was like. Most thoughts on him are being a blind, old, crippled man, but this isn’t for sure. Homer wrote the “Iliad” and the “Odyssey” to take place in Greece’s “Dark Age”, the only poet to write about anything in this time period. His epic poems were used for elementary school teaching in ancient times. He also wrote many “Homeric Hymns”.
Pindar was born into a well known family near Thebes (very different then Hesiod already). When he was about 20 another family of noble quality asked him to write a poem for their son who was a champion in the Pythian Games. He did a wonderful job, word spread; he bloomed into a great lyrical poet.
Sophocles was one of the great tragedians of Greece. He was born near Athens and possibly died there. He wrote over 100 plays, but only 7 survive, these include: Ajax, Antigone, Oedipus and Electra. He enhanced the number of actors from two to three which made the dramas even better. From artifacts we know that Sophocles was a well rounded guy; he served in the army, was a priest, poet and actor/singer.

My Favorite Myths

I've put together a few of my favorite myths for you to read until my page is done.
The Marriage of Zeus and Hera

Zeus had many, many wives. But for his Queen of gods he chose his sister, Hera. Hera, the youngest daughter of Cronus and Rhea, did not want anything to do with the cunning and womanizing Zeus. Zeus had a plan though. One stormy and rainy day Zeus saw Hera, he decided to take his chances. He turned himself into a little cuckoo bird and flew around in the storm to appear wet and helpless. Hera, seeing this poor little bird took him into her arms and hugged him. To Hera's great surprise the little bird changed shape into the King of gods, Zeus. Hera was so surprised she let down her guard and Zeus raped her. Hera couldn't let any else know about Zeus and her, but when a baby came how could she explain it? She married Zeus soon after their affair and all of nature burst out in bloom for their wedding. Mother Earth gave Hera a little apple tree that bore golden apples of immortality. She treasured this tree and planted it in Hesperides, her secret garden in the west. She put a hundred headed dragon under the tree to guard the apples and ordered three nymphs to water and care for it. The marriage wasn't happy or honest, maybe because it didn't start out that way. Hera was a jealous wife and tormented her husband's other wives. One time Hera was mad at Zeus and discussed with the other Olympians that they should throw their King into Tartarus. The plan was under way and they tied Zeus up with unbreakable chains. Zeus picked up a lightning bolt and the Olympians nor anyone else ever tried that again. For Hera's punishment for leading the plan he hung her from the stars. All night Hera sobbed and wailed, Zeus couldn't get any sleep so he let her down on the condition that she never thinks about killing him again, and she agreed.
The Tragedy of Orpehus and Eurydice

Orpheus was the mortal son of the Muse, Calliope. He was a cheery boy and always had a song to sing. He was in love with a sweet young girl named Eurydice, who was mutual about the feeling. They planned to be married, so of course in the land of the gods, they had the best wedding ever. Someone must have been pissed at her because just after the wedding she was bitten by a poisonous snake. Immediately Hermes came for her and brought her down to Hades. Orpheus was desperate so, moved by hope of getting his beloved back he went down to the realm of Hades. How was he to get in? He played like a summer breeze on his lyre and sang as best he could. His song burst opens the gates of Hades and Cerebrus too was moved by this song, so he lay down and rest. He reached the cold King and Queen of the Underworld, Hades and Persephone, and this was his challenge. He played a million times better than ever before, tears rolled down Hades' frozen cheeks and Persephone begged her husband to let Eurydice go back to the world of the living. Hades consented on one condition; Eurydice was to follow Orpheus. If Orpheus looked back at her she would have to return to the cold unloving world below. On their way up to Earth he saw the horrid Furies weeping blood, still from the effect of his song. Orpheus was almost to the sunny world above when doubt crept into his mind; had Hades deceived him? Had he been tricked, by stingy Hades trying to keep more souls? He pushed those thoughts away. They pushed their way back into his head and he couldn't bare his mind any longer, he turned and saw Eurydice. The minute he looked at her sweet face, Hermes appeared next to her and led her back down the path to Hades. Orpheus had lost the love of his life on a lack of trust. Orpheus had lost all faith and love in the world, he never found joy ever again. He continued to sing, but this time he sang mournful songs, so sad that wild beasts and rocks wept. To add salt to his wound, a band of wild nymphs, the Maenads, who were talking so loudly and weren't touched by his music, demanded he dance with them. Orpheus refused and the drunken Maenads tore him to pieces and tossed his body into a river. The Muses grieved so much they searched the world for his body when one day he washed up on the shores of Lesbos. His mother and aunts gave him a proper funeral, and finally he joined Eurydice as a flittering soul in Hades.
The Birth of Artemis & Apollo

Zeus had married the goddess Leto, daughter of the Titan Coeus. When Hera had found out that Leto was to be giving birth to twins, she went into a jealous rage and ordered all the lands to refuse the pregnant goddess. Leto continued to search for a place to give birth, she looked high and low but was chased from every place she went. Poor tired Leto could not find a place to give birth to the tiny little gods until she came to the newly formed island of Delos. Since Poseidon had just raised Delos, it was still floating in the Ocean so not quite land. And since it wasn’t land it was free from Hera’s bidding. Finally Leto sank down underneath the only tree on the island, a palm and rested. Still she couldn’t give birth to her two children because Hera, wouldn’t let her daughter Ilithyia, goddess of childbirth go to Leto. Without Ilithyia’s help, no child could be born. All the goddesses on Olympus felt sorry for the distressed goddess and tried to persuade Hera to let her daughter go and help with the birth. They offered her a beautiful necklace, nine metres long, made of gold and amber; Hera could not resist it. Quickly Iris whisked Ilithyia down the rainbow to Leto. Leto’s first child was the sacred huntress Artemis, a girl as beautiful as the moon, with hair as dark as night. Her second child, Apollo was fair as the sun and he was to be the god of music, light and reason. Zeus loved his new children dearly and gave each of them a silver bow and a quiver full of arrows. Apollo’s arrows harsh and piercing as the rays of the sun, while Artemis’ were as soft as moon beams and brought a painless death to those who she shot with them. Zeus blessed the sacred birthplace and Poseidon fastened it to the bottom of the ocean. Soon people flocked to the tiny island and packed it full of temples and treasures to honor the immortal twins and their mother. Delos was and still is one of the most sacred islands in the Greece. 

The Abduction of Persephone
Persephone was a cherry and joyful goddess. Persephone loved to gather flowers while her mother checked on the crops. Her father, Zeus, had secretly promised her to Hades, but Hades knew that Demeter would never let Persephone go. One day Demeter and Persephone were down on earth when Demeter left her daughter with the nereids. Persephone had lots of fun but she wanted to show her friends the beautiful flowers she picked. The nereids couldn’t go with her or they would dry out and die. Persephone went by herself and saw a new flower that she had never seen before. She wanted to pick it, and she did with much difficulty. She stood back to catch her breath, but the hole where the flower was kept growing and getting bigger. Soon Persephone heard horses but was too terrified to run. The ground split open and a black cart drawn by black horses burst up from the Underworld. The goth looking charioteer grabbed the now petrified girl and pulled her into the cart, he disappeared down into the ground as fast as he came. Demeter returned to the Nysa valley from her work to find her daughter missing. She panicked and asked everyone she could find. She eventually asked Hecate who took her to Helios. Helios, the all seeing, told Demeter that her brother, Hades taken her daughter. Demeter caused such a famine that Zeus sent Hermes to bring Persephone back. Hades let her go, but made her eat 4-6 pomegranate seeds. She returned to earth, but for eating the seeds she was eternally damned to return to the Underworld for 4-6 months every year, this time became winter.
The Battle for Athens

It so happened that a city had caught the eye of two of the most powerful gods, Athena and Poseidon. The two were very fond of this city and each wanted to claim it as their own, of course only one god can own a city. They were very mad and wouldn't talk or look at each other, until Zeus decided that they should have a competition; each one was to give the best present they could to the city. Mighty Poseidon rose out of the water with his powerful trident and struck a nearby cliff, a water fall flowed down the hill and created a river. Of course like Poseidon's sea this water was salty and therefore useless to the people. Wise Athena gave the city an olive tree which she planted in the ground. At first the people thought it was just another tree. She told them that it could be used for food, shelter, firewood, and decoration. The people loved this present much better than their salty water, so they chose Athena for the protectors of their city. From then on Athena would love to sit in her temple on the plateau above her city, Athens.

The Places of Myths
Aetolia is one of the districts in the lower Greek mainland. One of its cities is Calydon. It was named after Aetolus, son of Endymion.
Arcadia is the central plateau in Peloponnesus, surrounded by and dissected by mountains. The people who lived there were mostly shepherds and hunters who worshipped nature gods.
Argos is a district of the northern Peloponnesus and is today called the Argive Plain. For a long time Argos ruled the Peloponnesus, rivalling Athens, Sparta, and Corinth. It is known as Hera’s city because of her palatial temple there. It was the scene where the Danaids killed their husbands/cousins.
Asia Minor is the peninsula at the most extreme tip at at western Asia. It was surrounded by the Aegean and Black Seas. To its East was Mesopotamia and China. To the west was Europe. It was the land of Troy, Phrygia and the entrance to the Dardanelles.
Athens is the present capitol of Greece; the main city in Attica. It is named after its patron goddess, Athena. Athens is one of the oldest cities, inhabited earlier then the Bronze Age (2000-1000 B.C.). It is home to the Acropolis, is and always was “the cultural center of the Greek world”.
Attica is the triangle shaped area at the eastern end of the Greek mainland. Its main and capitol city is Athens.

Boeotia was an ancient region north of Attica. Its early settlers were from Thessaly. Its main city is Thebes, and it’s famous for the Oracle of Delphi, Mount Parnassus and Mount Helicon.
Calydon is a town in Aetolia. It was founded by Aetolus and was the site of the Calydonian Boar Hunt.
Corinth is a city situated in northeast Peloponnesus. Corinth was averring large and powerful city and rivaled Athens; it was allies with Sparta. It is indeed a very important city for it was where Jason and Medea fled to after they were banished from Iolcus.
Crete is an island southeast of (but part of) Greece. It was one of the earliest civilizations, and possibly the most spectacular. It was the birth place of Zeus, and was the new home of Europa. Minos (Europa’s son) founded the first kingdom there.
Dardanelles is the strait that connects the Aegean to the Black Sea. It is 40 miles long and 1-5 miles wide. By the ancients it was called Hellespoint.
Delos is the smallest of the islands in the Aegean called the Cyclades. It was a drifting island until Zeus tied it to the ocean floor so Leto could give birth to her divine twins.
Delphi was Gaia’s sacred spot and she guarded it with Python. Apollo slew Python and her soul became the oracle. Apollo made the grove sacred to him. He built and alter and found priests. It is the most famous oracle in Greece. The Pythian Games were held near the oracle. It is situated on Mount Parnassus. Research dates it back to before 1600 B.C. Its ruins are still visible and are an awesome site. Its honor started declining at the same time ancient Greece did. It was attempted to resurrect the shrine but it was abolished in A.D. 385, by Emperor Theodorus (what a grouch).
Dodona is situated in Epirus; northwestern Greece. At Dodona was said to be an oracle; inside an oak tree (or beech). It was Zeus’s sacred site, it’s to Zeus what Delphi is to Apollo.
Eleusis is an ancient city in Attica, famous for the Eleusian Mysteries. Elis was in Peloponnesus.
Ephesus was an ancient city of Asia Minor, but was Greek. It is south of today’s Izmir. It is famous for its temple to Artemis, which is one of the Seven Wonder’s of the World.
Epidaurus is an ancient country in Greece. It was west of Thessaly. It was a refuge for the vulgar centaurs after they were banished from Thessaly, it also contained Dodona.
Hades, not the god, was a dark abyss where the mortals went after they died. The Underworld’s location is a myster, as well as its appearance. Every poet had his own perception. This time I haven’t sided with Homer. The bad people who needed to be punished were sent to Tartarus, the Erinyes realm. There they were tortured or sent to horrid work. This was the Christian Hell. Cerberus guarded the gate, and it was ruled by Hades, and dread Persephone. It was also surrounded by many rivers, e.g. Styx.
Hesperides is Hera’s garden in the extreme west. It contained the tree that bore golden apples (Hera’s wedding present from Gaia). Also one of the nymphs of Hesperides.

Iolcus was the home of Pelias and Jason, it was here that the play Argonautica starts out
The labyrinth was an impossible to escape maze built under king Minos’s palace. The engineer/craftsman Deaedalus was instructed to build it to hide the hideous Minotaur. Theseus is saved from the labyrinth by Ariadne.
Laconia is a region in the south-east Peloponessus, its capital is or was Sparta. Helen was sometimes worshipped as a fertility goddess there.
Libya is a region in northern Africa. In the Odyssey, Odysseus lands there and it is the home of the Lotus Eaters.
Lydia is a wealthy kingdom in western Asia Minor. It was the home of Arachne, who was turned into a spider by Athena.
Mycenae is the home of Agamemnon. It was situated in northern Peloponnesus. The extravagant Mycenean civilization was home to there.
Naxos is an island in the Aegean Sea. It is famous for being the place where Ariadne was abandoned by Theseus, at the request of Dionysus. 

An oracle was a spot where people could ask the resident god’s opinion or inquiry about an issue of theirs.
Sparta is the capital of Laconia in Peloponnesus. They were famous for their cruelty to slaves and their war like features.
Troy was founded by Dardanus, a son of Zeus. It was later ruled by his descendant, Priam. During Priam’s rule his son, Paris abducted Helen of Sparta. The Trojan War occurred and Troy was sacked. It is located in modern Turkey.

Monsters and Other Creatures of Greek Mythology

There were many monsters in the stories of Greek Mythology, here are some of them.
Argus was the 100 eyed giant that served his master, Hera, loyally. He was sent to guard the transformed Io. Zeus, sorry for his bride sent Hermes to bore Argus to death. Hermes told Argus a story with no beginning and no end, thus boring him to death. Hera enraged but sympathetic took Argus’ eyes and put them on her bird, the peacock.
Arion was the son of Demeter and Poseidon. He was a horse and possibly winged. His appearance was the way it was because Demeter was fleeing from Poseidon and turned herself into a mare, and then Poseidon turned himself into a stallion. Arion’s first owner was Heracles and was later mastered by Adrastus, who, thanks to Arion was the only one to survive the war called the Seven Against Thebes.
The Calydonian Boar was a vicious, giant boar sent to ravage the kingdom of Calydon. It was a punishment to King Oeneus who refused to sacrifice to Artemis, she was furious. Oeneus sent his son, Meleager, to kill the boar, he first asked lots of people to help him. Some of his aides were Theseus, Jason and Atalanta, the only woman, she was the first one to wound the boar. Meleager finally killed the ferocious Calydonian Boar.
Centaurs were animals with the torso of a man and the rest of a horse. Their existence came into being as follows.
Ixion, one of the Lapiths of Thessaly, was in love with Hera. Zeus was jealous and made a cloud named Nephele to look like Hera. Ixion made love to Nephele. The offspring’s name was Centaurus, this really mixed up kid mated with the mares of Thessaly, thus making Centaurs.
The centaurs were wild and unruly and caused a lot of damage. The only nice Centaur was Chiron who was immortal but gave it up to end his suffering. 

Cerbrus was the dread hound of Hades. He was one of the hideous off spring of Typhon and Echidna. His job was to devour any souls trying to escape from the Underworld. He is said to have 3-50 heads that dripped envenom from his fangs. His mythical origin was in Egypt where they used dogs to guard the dead. He is associated with Hekate and in Egyptian mythology Anubis. 

The Cercopes were twin sons of Oceanus and Theia, depicted as monkeys. They were very mischievous and liked to steal. They were taken captive by Heracles after they harassed him. The hero tied them to a pole and carried them across his shoulders. He was put in a good mood by the Cercopes jokes that he let them go.
The Chimera was an ugly and troublesome daughter of Typhon and Echidna. She had a lions head, goat’s body, and a serpent’s tail. Her myth was the result of a volcano in Lycia which is just as dangerous as the Chimera. She was finally slain by Bellerophon when he, riding on Pegasus, shot lead into her belly and killed her.
There were three Cyclopes; Arges (Bright), Brontes (Thunderer), and Steropes (Lightner, Lightning). They were the sons of Gaia and Uranus. They had only one eye in their head, but were master craftsmen. They helped Zeus defeat their brother, Cronus, by forging lightning bolts. They also made Poseidon’s trident and Hades invisibility cap.
Echidna was the half woman half serpent daughter of either Gaia and Tartarus or Ceto and Phorcys. She fed on the flesh of men where she cared for her hideous brood of monsters. Her children were fathered by Typhon, their names were: Cerbrus, Hydra, Ladon, Cimera, Shpinx, and the Nemean Lion. In some accounts she was slain by the hundred eyed Argus.
The Erinyes were the bitch headed goddesses of punishment. They were three daughters of Gaia and the blood of Uranus’ severed genitals, but some say Erebus. Alecto (She who rests not) was the leader; Megaera (Jealous one) and Tisiphone (Avenger of blood) were their names. They were merciless avengers and carried whips with metal spike, spit and smelled like rotting blood and had burning eyes. They were called the Eumenides (Good tempered ones) by the fearful Greeks to put them in a good mood. They punished those who killed, especially if it was someone among their kin. They were “the ones to be feared.”
Geryon was a three-bodied and six handed monster that owned red cattle. These cattle were guarded by the two headed dog Orthos and the herdsman Eurytion. In his tenth labor Heracles slayed the dog and the herdsman and eventually Geryon himself.
The Giants were conceived when Uranus was castrated and his blood fell upon Gaia. The Giants attacked the Olympians on the advice of Gaia. After a long war they were finally defeated.
The gorgons were three disgusting daughters of Phorcys and Ceto; sisters of the Graea. They had snakes for hair, and hands and teeth of bronze, but bodies of women. The two immortals were Euryale and Stheno. Medusa (mentioned later on this page) was the only mortal and was splayed by Perseus.
The harpies were fat, birds with the face and breasts of women. They ate the food off plates and left the rest so unsanitary it wasn’t edible.
The Hecatoncheires were three sons of Uranus and Gaia. They had 100 hands and helped Zeus in his war against the Titans. 

The Hydra was an offspring of Echidna and Typhon. When one head was severed two more grew in its place. Its death was in Heracles Second Labor. He would cut off a head and his 1/2 brother Iolaus burned them, thus, they killed the monster. It still killed people though. Its venomous blood was collected and killed Chiron (by mistake), Nessus, Philocetes and finally Heracles.
Ladon was one of the awful children of Typhon and Echidna. He was the dragon who guarded the garden of Hesperides, in the Atlas mountains. In Hesperides was a tree that bore golden apples that gave immortality to whoever ate them. This tree was a gift to Hera from Gaia on her marriage to Zeus. Ladon was killed by Heracles during his Twelfth Labor.
Medusa was one of the three Gorgons. She was at one time a beautiful maiden, but she was loved by the god Poseidon in the temple of Athena. Athena was really mad and turned her into a monster. She was so ugly that anyone who looked upon her was turned to stone. She was slain by Perseus and from her neck came Pegasus, and Chrysaor, the father of Geryon.
The Minotaur was the mythical half man half bull son of Pasiphae and a bull. Poseidon was mad at king Minos of Crete for not sacrificing a bull to him, so the king of the seas made Pasiphae fall in love with the bull, she made love to it. Minos wanted to hide the hideous bullman from the world so he ordered Daedalus to build the Labyrinth. The Labyrinth was a tortuous chamber with so many passages that if you took one step you were lost. The Minotaur lived down there and ate the young Athenians sacrificed to him every year. Theseus finally killed the Minotaur with the help of Ariadne, Minos’s daughter. Theseus returned to Athens safely.
Nessus was a cunning but stupid centaur who carried the current wife of Heracles, Deianira, over the river Evenus on the couples escape from Calydon. Heracles shot Nessus with a poisoned arrow. As he lay dying he whispered to the frightened girl “Take my blood, and if he is ever unfaithful to you, put it on his tunic and he will be madly in love with you”. She obeyed. Heracles became fond in Iole a young girl. Deianira used Nessus’s blood and inadvertently killed her husband. 

Pegasus has lots of mythology. He was the winged horse, son of Poseidon and Medusa. He was born when Perseus cut off her head (he sprang from her severed neck). He then carried Perseus to Andromeda. He took Bellerophon to kill the Chimera, Bellerophon then attempted to ride Pegasus up to the home of the gods, Olympus. Zeus sent a gadfly to sting Pegasus who threw Bellerophon off, the horse rode up alone to help Zeus launch his lightning bolts. He also created the fountain of Hippocrens when he clipped Mount Helicon with his hoof.
Polyphemus was the son of Poseidon and a sea-nymph. He is identified as a Cyclopes by his single huge eye in the middle of his head. He lived on the island of Sicily with his brothers. He is present in both Homer’s Odyssey and Virgil’s Aeneid. In the Odyssey he takes Odysseus and the crew that are present captive in his cave; he eats six of the sailors. The vulgar giant is blinded by the cunning Odysseus. In the Aeneid he is a threat to Aeneas and his crew.
Python was a tormenting serpent and a child of Earth. Hera who wasn’t happy with her rival Leto sent Python to chase the woman and so she could not give birth. When Apollo got older he killed Python. She rotted where she fell and that spot was called Pytho. It was later called Delphi, Apollo’s sacred shrine. He also founded the Pythian Games in her honour (so Gaia wouldn’t get mad at the death of her daughter), these games were held every four years and second in importance to the Olympic Games.
Satyrs were half men, half goat or monkey. Sometimes they are the sons of Hermes and Iphthima. Hera turned them to their beast shape because they neglected to watch over Dionysus. They learnt their lesson and were eternally faithful to the wine god. They were always mischievous and loved to terrify herdsmen and chase nymphs. In Christianity and medieval art, the satyr is an image of the devil.
Scylla and Charybdis were two horrifying monsters on either side of the Straits of Messina. On the Italian side was hideous Scylla with six dog heads that were attached to long, scaly necks. She snapped out and ate six of Odysseus’s men. On the Sicilian side dwelled the ferocious and deadly whirlpool, Charybdis. Three times a day he swallowed up the sea and spat it out again.
The Sirens were women faced birds that sang so beautifully they lured sailors off their ships and to them. If a man ever got to the alluring Sirens, they were tortured and clawed to death. To prevent this from happening Odysseus plugged his men’s ears with wax. He wanted to hear the song himself so he had himself tied to the mast. Orpheus helped the Argonauts past by singing more beautifully then the Sirens.
The Sphinx was one of the terrible offspring of Echidna and Typhon (sometimes Orthos). She was a lion, a bird and woman all in one. She terrorized the city of Thebes; she wouldn’t let anyone go in or out unless they answered her ridiculous riddle. The riddle was: “What goes on four feet, on two feet then three, but the more feet it goes on, the weaker it is?” The answer is a human; as an infant we crawl on all fours, as an adult two, and in old age we use a cane to support him. Oedipus solves this riddle and, thus freed Thebes from the curse. The Sphinx commits suicide. It has no relation to the Egyptian Sphinx.

Summation
The Greeks had everything going for them, a really strong nation. Most of their temples, sanctuaries and what-not are still standing today. The sacred cities are still in their original spots and in some the tradition lives on. But the Romans came and ravaged the Greek cities, they took the myths and changed the names of the gods and goddesses. The Greeks were inferior to the Romans, but their shrines and religion had attracted the Christians, who cut off the genetalia of the statues, which symbolized brave men. They tore out the eyes of the proud figures, that stood tall. They turned the temples into churches and brought in their religion. Jews, and Muslims were a few of the other religions that ravaged the cities and mocked the awesome sites. On the bright side, some of the stories have lived on, and this page tries to sum them up for you. I hope I you feel the same magic I do when I read the ancient stories.
