AN ESSAY “OUR SCHOOL THEATRE”
If only she knew…
[image: image1.jpg]



If only she knew how difficult it would be to stop. Not to hurry in evening hours back to school in order to meet with her pupils. Pupils who spend their usual day sitting at the lessons and looking forward to rehearsing after school.
She is my Literature teacher and the leader of our school theatre. Together with her like-minded pupils she founded it in 2003 and gave it the name “Vdokhnovenie”. Five big performances had been made up to now. All our works had the same idea- the fight between the Evil and the Goodness. All the plays were written by our teacher- between the preparations for the lessons and the usual housework. Besides, it was not so easy to make all this crowd of twenty five-thirty children of different ages into the drama troupe. I can say that not only pupils perform on our stage, but our teachers also take part in it. It helps them to see us from the very different side.
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The title of the first performance was “The Magic Lantern, or The miracle is Inevitable”. It was a story about love and betrayal, about the beauty of nature and the irresponsibility of the man. Children and their parents helped enthusiastically to make decorations and costumes. They used to read the texts of the plays and come to the rehearsals. The mother of our heroine

was reading the play with her daughter and when the sad ending came,  they both cried... [image: image3.jpg]e




Even our teachers of Mathematics and English attended our rehearsals. And our leader was behaving like a real producer: she shouted, demanded something from everybody, and was angry with anybody who was not as serious as she would like them to be. Time from time during the rehearsal things and costumes used to disappear and appear again, boys and girls were either calm or stubborn, in a mood or out of mood…
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The second performance was called “The Magic Lantern-2 or the Death of your Fear is certain”. Then came “The Magic Lantern-3, or, “Alive as the Life itself, or the song about Water”.  And at last - “The Magic Garden of My Soul”. The story of the power that drives the world, makes people stronger and more generous, helps to fight against evil creatures and helps the world to survive. It is Love- inevitable feeling that was given to people for suffering and happiness.
The performances were full of dancing and singing. There are very many clubs at our school: sport, handicraft, knitting and embroidering and, of course, dancing and music clubs. Almost every child from his first days of studying goes to a club. And our leader decided to use our skills of singing and dancing in order to make the performances more bright and exciting. Our actors work on the stage together with their younger brothers and sisters who decorate their acting with dancing. All together looks very touching. Our parents watch our acting with the tears of joy and pleasure. On the day of the performance almost all the citizens gather in the hall of our Agricultural Academy to enjoy our play. They bring their small children and their friend from other towns. They take cameras and video cameras to take pictures and films. 
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Not long ago we have interviewed our producer about her work.

Question:  How did you come to begin the school theatre?

Answer:  It was not a sudden decision. We have been making concerts on some occasions, our teacher’s teams competed in the “ KVN” and it occurred to me that all this could turn into something unusual and interesting. Besides, I noticed that a rather big group of the children was talented.
Question:  How long does it take to write a script and to stage your performance? 

Answer:   It depends on how long would I think and create the script. It’s a usual thing that some scenes are being added during the last rehearsals. As for the rehearsals they normally last from one hour to two. Sometimes the actors are busy, as they have to attend some course, sometimes they are in a bad mood and I suggest them go home. But our audience always waits for us to be ready and there isn’t anybody to fret.
Question:   You have created five performances. Which of them is your favourite?

Answer:   All of them are like my children, but best of all I like the last two ones. To be honest, the last thing, “The Magic Garden of my soul”. It was the performance, with which I could tell about the modern problems of our society by the language of an ancient plot.
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Question:   What can you say about your actors?

Answer:   The most part of my actors have been playing for some years. I always feel unhappy when they finish school and leave. But last year I had to take some of them into our play. I am the form teacher in the 8a form and first I have been taking them as a dancing group, but now they are my helpers and not bad actors at all.
Question:   Can you call your works just plays or musicals?
Answer:   In fact they are not musicals though there is a lot of music and sometimes actors speak together with music. I consider that music plays the second part in our plays, because the words are more important.

I also asked the actors to tell their opinions about the theatre. Here are some of them:
- When I first came to the drama club, I thought that I am very talented and could play what I want. But it was not that way. The producer‘s opinion about my acting was quite different. Now I understand that I have to learn a lot.
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· I have been dreaming about acting for a long time, but now I think it is very hard, and sometimes the audience don’t understand the main idea of the play and our task is to make it clearer.

· I have met a lot of friends, true friends, who is ready to help any time you need it.
· Bet of all I like to watchh how a script is turning out to be a great performance. How our teacher  manage to put everything in order, I don’t know. [image: image10.jpg]



