                                               

Arifulin Ravil
     Though I have never been to Scotland, I love it. It is the country of contrasts. In cities there are a lot of inhabitants, as well as tourists, and in mountains and valleys you can see the untouched beauty of nature. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Scotland - the unique country with surprisingly rough and rich history, full of contrasts and contradictions. To almost each person from different countries such names, as Robert Bruce, Maria Stewart, Charles I and many other great figures of the Scottish history are known.
The nature of Scotland is amazing and various: from soft pastoral landscapes of Lowlands, to severe beauty of rocky Highlands, from the Crying valley - Glenku to island Skye, from leaving for horizon violet heath lands to views of .the ocean grasping spirit.
Scotland - the country of romantic poems by Robert Burns, Walter Scott’s and Robert Lewis Stevenson's adventure novels. Scotland - the native land of whisky, Celtic hospitality, paradise for hunters, fishers, climbers and fans of golf.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The first place I would go in Scotland is Edinburgh., where the whole life and culture of Scotland are concentrated.
Edinburgh

     Edinburgh is an ancient capital of Scotland, the history of this city goes into the remote past. For the first time in history Edinburgh was mentioned in VI century AD. Edinburgh was one of the most important centers of public and political life of the country. For many centuries there was a residence of the Scottish kings. In XI century the Edinburgh castle which was completed and extended up to 1927 has been erected. In this castle in 1566 Maria Stewart has given birth to the future king Jacob I.

The basic areas of Edinburgh are the Old city and the New city. In the city set of small little shops tourists buy souvenirs. There are many cafes and restaurants often made in the Victorian style.

     The climate of Edinburgh is moderate sea, soft. In summer the air temperature seldom exceeds 23°C, and in winter seldom falls below 0°C.

Edinburgh is well-known for its museums. The Museum of writers devoted to Walter Scott, Robert Burns, Robert Lewis Stevenson - their visitors are, basically, creative persons. The Museum of Edinburgh is more interesting to experts on history. And the Museum of the Childhood which is famous for abundance of children's toys - to parents with children.

“The magnificent crown of Scotland”, Edinburgh is not simply a beautiful ancient city, an image of the medieval architecture which small streets store memoirs on brave knights, and castles and palaces - about its kings. Today Edinburgh is a place where the annual summer festival of arts is held. Every year in August the best theatrical and concert troupes of the world, and also a strong army of admirers gather in Edinburgh.
Edinburgh is a remarkable place. Round it there are volcanic hills. The excellent architecture of Edinburgh passes from extraordinary constructions of XVI century to monumental masterpieces of the Gregorian and Victorian styles. There is a castle located in the heart of the city on steep rock. The list of historical and architectural buildings and constructions of Edinburgh includes about 16,000 names. Many buildings are called World Heritage Sites.

     Perhaps Edinburgh is "the least Scottish city of all cities of Scotland", partly because of huge influence of tourists, partly because of its close neighbor - England, partly thanks to its active population. In Edinburgh there is a huge quantity of pubs and they as well as an improbable quantity of students, and various holidays and festivals held there do the city very alive.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
     I would also like to visit places where palace revolutions, in due time, were made, ancient intrigues invisible to simple people took place, and, maybe careless as seen from the first sight life of kings went on - castles of Scotland.
Castles of Scotland
     Not only Scotland, but, perhaps, the whole Great Britain, is proud of Scottish medieval castles concealing old, sometimes ominous, but always fascinating legends. Castles of Scotland are so unique and original that nobody and never will have desire to compare them with Loire castles, castles of Germany or the prudish English home ownerships, buried in magnificent parks and by ridiculous coincidence of circumstances also called "castles".

The modern generation thinks much of the national monuments. Not all of them have managed to stand firmness tests by rough historical events and severe climate. The Scottish nobility of the past adored to build their patrimonial nests in rather extreme places - at tops of rocky hills, on scary sea coasts and near the lakes mislaid in dense woods. Therefore today the remained castles of Scotland are the present attraction allowing each wishing tourist to plunge into the magic world of medieval fairy tales and legends.

    As for exact figures, even the Scots cannot tell how many castles were erected by them in the country. Now in castles of Scotland the weddings are arranged and the hotels are opened. Some of them are leased and sold - for example, in Renfrewshire castle Johnson constructed in XI century is sold by auction. The castle condition is so pitiable that there weren’t buyers for a long time and local authorities have reduced the price to... one pound (approximately 1.5$). Buyers appeared, but local authorities have arranged the competition on the best rebuilding plan among them (and it is necessary to prove the solvency), so the castle is not still sold...

      In some castles of Scotland “night hunts on... ghosts” are arranged. Once 250 volunteers searched for spirits in Edinburgh castle (phantoms of bagpipers there "were found", the decapitated drummer and captives of the time of seven-year war), and more than half participants of the experiment absolutely seriously described some certain strange visions and touches.

     One of the most beautiful and visited castles of Scotland is Glamis, situated just near Edinburgh. Its history began in the XI century, it was a hunting castle of the Royal family. By the XVII century it had been considerably reconstructed, and now Glamis causes enthusiastic exclamations of visitors: it indeed impresses even the most tempted tourists...

In Glamis Queen-mother’s childhood had passed, and her bedroom is shown to tourists. The majority of rooms and halls are opened for visiting. The hall of Duncan described in Shakespeare’s tragedy "Macbeth" is especially popular. Besides, visitors have possibility to examine a collection of pictures, porcelain, carpets and furniture, collected in Glamis for five past centuries...
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Lakes of Scotland
Lakes in Scotland are a separate theme. There are a lot of them there, but everyone is unique in its own way and possesses rich history. Till now scientists cannot prove or deny - whether there is Nessi or not in one of them. In Scotland lakes are called “lochs”.
Loch Ness
     It extends to approximately 37 km (23 miles) southwest of Inverness. Its surface is 15.8 metres (52 ft) above sea level. Loch Ness is best known for the alleged sightings of the legendary Loch Ness Monster, also known as "Nessie".

    In the south it’s connected with the River Oich and it’s a part of the Caledonian Canal with Loch Oich. In the North there is the Bona Narrows which opens out into Loch Dochfour, which feeds the River Ness and a further section of canal to Inverness. It is one of a series of interconnected, murky bodies of water in Scotland; its water visibility is exceptionally low due to a high peat content in the surrounding soil.

     Loch Ness is the second largest Scottish loch in surface area of 56.4 km2 (21.8 sq mi) after Loch Lomond, but due to its great depth it is the largest in volume. Its deepest point is 230 m (754 ft), deeper than the height of London's BT Tower of 189 m (620 ft) and deeper than any other loch with the exception of Loch Morar. It contains more fresh water than all lakes in England and Wales, and is the largest body of water on the Great Glen Fault, which runs from Inverness in the north to Fort William in the south.
Loch Lomond is a freshwater Scottish loch, lying on the Highland Boundary Fault. It is the largest lake in mainland Britain in surface area and contains many islands, including Inchmurrin, the largest fresh water island in the British Isles. It is a popular leisure destination and is featured in songs.

     Loch Lomond is a freshwater loch lying on the Highland Boundary Fault, the boundary between the lowlands of Central Scotland and the Highlands. It is 39 kilometres (24 mi) long and from 1.21 kilometres (0.75 mi) to 8 kilometres (5.0 mi) wide. It has an average depth of about 37 metres (120 ft), and its maximal depth is about 190 metres (620 ft). Its surface area is 71 km2 (27 sq mi), and it has a volume of 2.6 km3 (0.62 cu mi). Of all lakes in Great Britain, it is the largest in surface one, and the second largest (after Loch Ness) in water volume. Within the United Kingdom, it is surpassed by Lough Neagh in Northern Ireland only. 

Traditionally a boundary of Stirlingshire and Dunbartonshire, Loch Lomond is located in the current council areas of Stirling, Argyll and Bute, and West Dunbartonshire, and its southern shores lie approximately 23 kilometres (14 mi) north of Glasgow, the country's largest city.

Loch Lomond is now a part of Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park. Ben Lomond is on its eastern shore: 974 m (3,195 ft) i heigh and situated to the south of the Scottish Munro peaks. According to a 2005 poll of Radio Times readers named Loch Lomond as the 6th greatest natural wonder in Britain. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Well that's all I wanted to tell about Scotland. And I hope, I’ll visit someday Scotland. Good luck!
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