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                                                                            When a man is tired of London

                                                                            He is tired of life;

                                                                           For there is in London

                                                                           All that life can afford.

                                                                                       DR SAMUEL JOHNSON 1777

                            Introduction
      Good morning! My name is Liliya Aitkulova. I like traveling.
I want to see many interesting place and different countries to meet new friends. I have got many friends and I love them. I love my family
and I want to travel with my family. I want to see London which is the capital of Great Britain because I can speak English well. But I want to speak English better so that I think it is very good to improve English in the English – speaking countries. London is one of the 
best places to know English better. I know that English is known all over the world, English is the international language. Officially every
body knows and speaks English, it is very necessary and actually.
      Last summer my classmates went to London when I was in Odessa with my participating in the International Music Festival “Danko-2009”. 

      I want the first prize “Gold Cube”. My classmates were very glad to sent me many pictures with very interesting places of London. I show some of the pictures and my commentaries in my work about sightseeing of London. Here are they! They are very beautiful famous 
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and interesting. London is a city which was never planned. It is certain that the stranger–English or foreign – must be initially bewildered by his first sight of London; it is not unlikely that he may also be disappointed or repelled. 
      It will seem noisy and inchoate, over-crowded, over-large, and filled with in disciplined-looking buildings, many of them-Westminster Hall, Albert Hall Mansion, the Hotel Russell-in more than dubious taste. But, though we cannot claim for it the immediate fascination of Paris, nor Dublin’s tired charm, nor the stinging stimulus of New York’s first impact, this city contains not only a number of archi-tectural works of the first importance, but a my raid placed of quiet, rather melancholy beauty, as well as many hundreds with histo-
rical and literary associations for student and lovers of the past. The architectural beauties of London are most often unexpected.
      All through nineteenth century, London was spreading. It was creeping Outwards on all sides, down towards Chelsea, up to High-

gate and Hamp-stead which it quickly swallowed in its maw. Owing to the preservation of the Heath these two places seem country towns rather than regions of London. Heath Street and Golden Yard are more like corners of Tewkesbury or Romsey than parts of a metropolis. Next to arriving in London by air at night, when it looks like a complete 
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continent of lights, you can get the clearest sense of its immensity by standing on Hampstead Heath, and looking down across the leafy country side to the city. London has undergone many changes. But in spite of all that has been destroyed in one way or in another, by war, commercialism or stupidity, it is essential character survives unaltered. 
      London in the capital of Great Britain, it’s political, economic and commercial centre. It is one of the largest cities in the world and the largest city in Europe. It population is about eight million.
      London is one of the oldest and most interesting cities in the world.

Traditionally it is divided into several parts: the City, Westminster, the West End and the East End. They are very different from each other and seem to belong to different towns and epochs.
      The heart of London is the City, its financial and business centre. Numerous banks, offices and firms are situated there, including the Bank of England, the Stock Exchange and the Old Bailey. Few people live here, but over a million people come to the City to work. There are some famous ancient buildings within the City. Perhaps the most striking of them is St Paul’s Cathedral, the greatest of English chur-ches. It was built in the 17-th century by Sir Christopher Wren. The Tower of London was founded by Julius Caesar and in 1066 rebuilt by William the Conqueror. It was used as a fortress, a royal palace and a prison. Now it is a museum.
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      Westminster is the historic, the governmental part of London. West-

minster Abbey has more historic associations than any other building in
Britain. Nearly all English kings and queens have been crowned here. Many outstanding statesmen, scientists, writers, poets and painters are buried here: Newton, Darwin, Chaucer, Dickens, Tennyson, Kipling, etc.
      Across the road from Westminster Abbey is Westminster Palace, or the Houses of Parliament, the seat of the British Parliament. The Clock Tower of the Houses of Parliament is famous for its big hour bell, known as “Big Ben”. Buckingham Palace is the official residence of the Queen.

      The West End is the richest and most beautiful part of London. It is the symbol of wealth luxury. The best hotel, shops, restaurants, club and theatres are situated there. There are splendid houses and lovely gardens belonging to wealthy people.
      Trafalgar Square is the geographical centre of London. It was named in memory of Admiral Nelson’s victory in the battle of Trafalgar in 1805. The tall Columb stands in the middle of the square. 

      On the north side of Trafalgar Square is the National Gallery and the National Portrait Gallery. Not far away is the British Museum-the biggest museum in London. It contains a priceless collection of ancient manuscripts, coins, sculptures, etc and is famous for its library. The East End is the poorest district of London. The are a lot of factories, workshops and docks here. The streets are narrow, the buildings are unimpressive.
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                        History of London
       The Romans went to England many, many years ago. They built a town on the River Thames. The name of the town was Londinium. The Romans built Londinium near the river. The place for the town was very good. Soon the Romans built the town and made it bigger. The Romans built a lot of roads from Londinium to other parts of Britain.
      By the year 400, there were fifty thousand people in Londinium. Soon after 400, the Romans left Britain. We do not know very much about Londinium between the 400 and 1000.
      At the beginning of the 11-th century England was already a big country and London was a very important city. In 1066 William the Conqueror and his people went to England from Normandy in France.
      In those days people usually built houses of wood, and they often were near one another. Sometimes there were fires in the city, they were usually very small. Then 1666 came, the year of the Great Fire of London. 
      Many houses in London were burnt. The fire burnt for four days and destroyed 80% of the city. More than 250 thousand people didn’t have home any more.
      After the Great Fire people built a new city. The city became larger and 
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larger. The railways came and London become richer and richer, but it didn’t become nicer. The city become dark and dirty and people lived in bad houses.                                         
      Numerous finds prove that area around London was inhabited by the Celts from 800 BC onwards. The earliest presу History settlers in the London area lived along parts of the Thames valley. Some of their flint tools have been found in river graver. All the time it was mostly wild forested country side.

      In later prehistoric times the settlers became more organized. They lived in villages of huts made of timber, branches clay. They hunted, fished  farmed.

      Following Caesar’s initial landing Britain in 55 BC, the Emperor Claudius conquered the south-east of Britain founded the military camp of Londinium on a strategic force across the Thames. The camp rapidly developed into a flourishing port trading post. The area of about 1 square mile which the Romans fortified with a massive rampart corresponds approximately to today’s City of London.

      They built a bridge over the Thames there has been a “London Bridge” in the same area ever since.
      Roman Londinium grey up on the northern side of the bridge. Products such as olive oil wine were brought by ships from different parts of the Roman Empire unloaded into wooden quays along the river.
      Londinium was surrounded with a wall of stone brick which lasted 
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for many centuries.

      Inside the Roman wall low houses were built with bright red tiled                                         roofs. There were probably temples, bathhouses, shops market stalls there.
      Around AD 61, the Romans faced an uprising of Bodice, the warlike
Queen of East Anglia, who even succeeds in capturing London. From about 240 onwards, London was the capital of one of the four provinces of Britain under the Emperor Diocletian.
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            London as a centre of Culture
       London is rich in institutions of culture, art and science.

      The British Museum shows works of art from Asia, Egypt, Rome and Greece as well as Britain and other countries. It has branches in several parts of London, including the Museum of Natural History and the Children’s Museum. Its well-known library is one of the best in the world. Many world famous scientists and research workers read the books to prepare their great scientific works. London has many other museums telling about all branches of science and industry, art and literature.

      London is also famous for its art galleries. The National Gallery in Trafalgar Square contains paintings of all schools. The National Portrait Gallery shows portraits of British statesmen, men of science and writers, and the Tale Gallery shows British painting and modern works of art.
      Among London’s theatres, the most famous is Covent Garden, now called the Royal Opera. Another famous old theatre, the Old Vic, is now occupied by the National Theatre Company. The Open Air Theatre in Regent’s Park is well-known for its performances of Shakespeare’s plays.
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      Concerts are held in the Royal Festival hall, which has seats for more than three thousand people, and in the Albert Hall, with seven thousand seats, as well as in many other concert halls all over London. 
Foreign theatre companies, ballet companies and singers often give performances in London’s theatres and concert halls.
      London has many parks. We have already named Hyde Park, the Green Park and Regent’s Park. Another very interesting natural park is Hampstead Heath, on high ground in the northwest, from which there is a very good view of the whole of London.

      London’s many sports ground and stadiums include the Wimble Stadium where international sports events often take place.
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                 The London Zoo
      London has a very fine old Zoo, which many children with their parents and friends visit every day. The Zoo is in a large park which is not far from the centre of London. Many old trees grow in the park, and in spring, summer and autumn there are a lot of beautiful flowers there too.
      The Zoo is open every day from 9 o’clock in the morning to 7 o’clock in the evening. People who want to go there can go by bus or by the underground and bus. A lot of buses go to the different sides of the park. Many kinds of animals live there: elephants, giraffes, sea-lions and polar bears, brown bears and foxes, and big and little monkeys. There are many kinds of birds there too. Some of them have very beau-
tiful bright colures.
      A good time to visit the animals is when they take their food. Then you can see how the sea-lions catch their fish. The man who looks after the animals sometimes throws a fish into the water, then the sea-lions jump into the water and got the fish there. It is also interesting to watch how the big birds eat their meat, and how the monkeys eat fruit.         
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        In the large monkey house you can see different kinds of monkeys. They jump, run and play with each other. In the park there are camels. Children love to sit on a came/s back. They it walks in the square and they sit high up on its back. They also like to watch the elephant when he washes himself in the morning. He puts water on his back and men with long brushes make him very clean.
          In the Children’s Zoo children can watch and talk to and Touch young animals. Of course the people who look after the young animals watch the children too.
          If people want to see the fishes they must go to another house and pay a second time. The fishes are in a great glass box. There are many kinds of beautiful fishes there. It is very interesting there.
          Many years ago the London Zoo had a young elephant from Afri-ca. The elephant was very small. His name was Jumbo. A man looked after him. His name was Scott. The elephant grew very quickly. Soon he learned to carry people on his back. Children liked to sit on the little bench which he carried on his back. The people of London knew Jumbo and liked him.
      One day a rich American saw Jumbo. He wanted to buy him and take him to America to show Jumbo in the circus there and to make a lot of money.
        He paid the London Zoo two thousand dollars for Jumbo. When                                                                                                                            
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the people of London heard about it, they wrote letters and articles to newspapers and organized meetings of protest. They did not want Jumbo to go to America. But nothing helped. Scott began to prepare to go to America with Jumbo to look after him there.   
      When the elephant came out of the Zoo, he lay down in the street and did not want to get up Many times Scott told him to get up. When at last he got up, they began to walk to the Port of London. Many people stood in the streets and watched. There were meetings of protest in the streets, squares and at the Port. The people wanted Jumbo to stay in the London Zoo.
      But Jumbo and Scott went to America on a ship. In America Jumbo was a circus elephant. He learned to carry things from one place to another and he danced. The Americans also liked Jumbo.
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                   Piccadilly Circus
      It is difficult to say what is the real centre of London, but many people choose Piccadilly Circus. It is called a circus because it is round, not square like many other places. This is because it is not only central but also the heart of London’s world. Within a few hundred yards of it we find most of London’s best-known theatres and cinemas and most famous restaurants Piccadilly Circus at night is a colorful sight.
      Near Piccadilly Circus there is a large underground station where several different lines meet. The ticket-hall is underneath the street and it has entrances from all the streets leading to the Circus.
      In the evening, Piccadilly Circus is full of people going to the theatre or the cinema or perhaps to a restaurant. Many others come for an evening walk; they will perhaps have a cup of coffee before they go home. In the crowd you can see people of many nationalities.
There are many Indians and Africans in London; they either work or study there. Some of them wear their national clothes.

      There are many foreign visitors in the crowd, some from the Conti-

nent, and some from overseas.
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                     Streets of the London
      Whitehall is the street in London where many of the British government offices stand. It runs from Trafalgar Square to Parliament Square where the Houses of Parliament stand. The British govern-
ment itself is often called Whitehall because there are many govern-

ment offices in this street. Here we can see the Home Office, the Treasury, the War Office, the Admiralty and other government depart-
ments, each one housed in its own place.
      You may ask why the street is called Whitehall. This is because at one time a big white palace, or hall, stood in this street, where kings and their families lived. Only the old Banqueting House remains today. It is one of London’s most beautiful buildings. It stands opposite the Horse Guards.
      Opposite the Home Office and in the middle of the street is the Cenotaph, a monument to the fallen in two world wars. It was built in 1920 after World War I. Every day people put flowers at the foot of the Cenotaph. A little street on the west side of Whitehall is Dow-

ning Street. House No.10 is where the Prime Minister lives. Some of the ministers have offices in Downing Street, and the British Cabinet 
2 meets there.
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            Queen and government

      The Houses of Parliament in London, known also as the Palace of Westminster is the place where members of Parliament (M.P.) gather to make laws. The Palace of Westminster stands on the riverside near Westminster Abbey Tourists always go to see them.
      Those who visit the Houses of Parliament may sit in the Strangers’ Gallery looking down into the House of Commons and listen to the debates.

      The members of each House meet in sessions which begin at the end of October and last for about one hundred and sixty days. The sittings usually begin at 10 o’clock in the morning and end in the late afternoon; but if Parliament is discussing an important question, sit-
ting may go on till late at night. All the time Parliament is in session, a flag can be seen over the building, and when the House of Commons is still sitting after dark, there is a light over the face of Big Ben.
      The members of the House of Commons sit on two sides of the hail. The Speaker is the chairperson at all the debates in the House of Com-mons, and it is his (her) duty to keep order. The Speaker is elected 2 by all the members of the House of Commons. He (she) belong to one
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of the political parties in Parliament, but he (she) never votes with other members. However, when the votes are equal ‘he (she) votes with the government.
      The chairperson of the House of Lords is Lord Chancellor. He sits on the Woolsack, a large bag of wool covered with red cloth. It shows that wool made England rich.
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                     Conclusion
       What is London? There is more than one answer to this question. We can say that it is one of the largest cities in the world. We can say that it is one of the world’s largest ports. We can point out that it is the capital of the United Kingdom. But all these answers do not give you the whole idea of what London is.
      London does not have one centre. It is a city which arose from small towns and villages. These towns and villages became parts of Greater London 1 as it is today. Each part is a “town” now. Each is different from others. Each has its own main street or square, its own shopping centre.
      London has more theatres and concert halls, more picture galle-

ries and museums than any other city in Britain. Over fifteen million foreign tourists visit Britain every year and almost every tourist co-
mes to London. Visitors to London often prefer to travel by bus because they can see so much of the city from the top of a double-decker.
      London is a city which was never planned. It has accumulated. For this reason, and also because its development was chiefly guided by mercantile considerations, London is no longer, at first sight, overtly 
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beautiful. Haphazard and shapeless, it offers few fine vistas and has no kind of symmetry. Its component boroughs seem self – contained                                  
and unrelated to each other, for once beyond ancient boundaries of the City proper, and once outside Government quarter of Westminster and Whitehall, London is nothing but a mass of rural villages-Kensington, Nottingham, Paddington, Edmonton, and Hampstead and so on - engulfed in the tide of two centuries of swift urban expansion. Even Westmin-
ster itself was long a separate entity, an Abbey church and royal pala-

ce standing high across the water meadows, accessible to Londoners by river.

      The Thames in London is now only beautiful at certain times of day, in certain lights, from certain viewpoints – from Waterloo Bridge at dawn or on a summer’s evening for example, and at night from Car-dinal’s Wharf on the South Bank. In 1951 the Exhibition buildings for the Festival of Britain may to alleviate the dreary aspect of the Thames’ South Bank; but such alleviation, in its essence temporary, is too local and too late to the London, river that lost spaciousness and splendor that once made it rival the Paris seine.
      If you pursue your way down lower Thames Street, you come at length upon the ruined church, All Hallows Barking, and the Tower. Long, low, irregular, protected by a broad ditch and crouched behind 
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casemate walls; the Tower of London looks sinister by night. A stray light may be glimmering through a mullion window, or in some turret. 
An ugly war – memorial obscures your vision of the scaffold site out-side the walls, on Tower Hill.
      Although succeeding generations have done many things to the interior of St. Paul’s Cathedral which would have made Wrehe wince, the Cathedral is unquestionably the finest specimen of Renaissance church architecture in this country. As much as Westminster Abbey, St. Paul’s repays a series of visits, for it contains many details which on a hurried visit one might miss.
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A rhinoceros provides much interest at the London Zoo in Regent’s Park.
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Often criticized for its unaesthetic design, the South Bank Centre nevertheless has a certain air of drama when lit up at night.
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Life-like wax effigies of Henry III and his six wives are on display at Madame Tussaud’s along with many other famous characters.
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The cathedral-like terracotta construction of the Natural History Museum, opened in 1881, is a fitting repository for the wonders of creation. Here, children gaze in fascination at both creepy-crawlies and monstrous dinosaurs.
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Oval in shape, the acoustics of the Royal Albert Hall were recently improved by hanging saucer-like shapes from the roof. It holds more than 7.000 spectators.
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The East Wing of Buckingham Palace, which incorporates the famous balcony, was refaced in Portland stone by A. Webb in 1913. He also envisaged the Queen Victoria Memorial seen in front.
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The Old Guard marches away to the stirring music of the Regimental Band, having handed over the Palace keys in a symbolic ceremony.
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Westminster Abbey’s true name is the Collegiate Church of St Peter in Westminster. It expresses the spirit of French Gothic architecture.
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Cast in bronze are the valiant Queen Boudicca and her daughters riding in a chariot (Thomas Thornycroft, 1850s). Big Ben towers over them.
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Dominating Trafalgar Square is the 170-ft (52-m) granite column bearing the statue of Admiral Lord Nelson. His major battles are depicted in bronze reliefs on the podium.
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The keep of the Tower of London was painted white by Henry III – hence its name “the White Tower”.
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It’s the magnificent West Front of St Paul’s Cathedral.
 Wren’s dome is topped by a baroque stone lantern and gold ball.
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Two major tourist attractions-the battleship HMS Belfast
and Tower Bridge beyond.
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The West Front of Hampton Court Palace, with its splendid Great Gatehouse, built during Henry VIII’s reign. Heraldic
Beasts flank the causeway.
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ST.Paul’s Cathedral
