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LONDON MUSEUMS.
Introduction.

It can’t be denied that it is extremely important for people to cherish and keep carefully their legacy. If people value the place they live, remember their history, their Motherland will flourish, as well.


As far as you know all history of World culture is concentrated in museums. We consider that the topics closely connected with peoples and their cultures are always actual.   
The aim of our work is to acquaint you with some of the best London museums. We’ve selected the information about the most famous of them and tried to give their brief characteristics. We want you to touch beautiful and interesting things that were created by our ancestors.
I. London and its first museum.
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        Everybody knows London is a cultural center of Great Britain. All the year round it is visited by millions of tourists from all over the world. So no one can deny that London is the main tourist attraction. It is well known for its ancient cathedrals, churches and, of course, museums and galleries.  
           Ladies and Gentlemen, we welcome you to London to make acquaintance with some of them. 
Britain’s first public museum was opened in 1602. 
It was the Ashmolean museum. It contained one of the finest collections of Michelangelo and Raphael drawings, famous collections of musical instruments and collections of coins.
II. The museums we will speak about.
          As we’ve already said in London there are a great number of museums. Some of them are large and well known all over the world. The British Museum, the Science Museum, the Museum of London, the National Gallery, the Tate Gallery, Victoria and Albert Museum, the National Portrait Gallery, the top London’s attractions - Madam Tussaud’s Museum and the London Planetarium are among them. 
Other museums are not so large but they are also worth seeing. They are the London transport Museum, the National Army Museum, the Royal Marines Museum, the Sherlock Holmes Museum, the National Maritime Museum in Greenwich, the National Museum of Childhood in Bethnal Green, the Museum of Moving Image, the Wallace Collection, the Teddy Bear Museum and so on.
III. The Greatest Museums.
III.1. The British Museum.
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The British Museum is one of the world’s greatest treasure stores. It was founded in 1753 on the collections of Sir Hans Sloane. He was a great collector. He filled his house with rare books and pictures, stones, stuffed animals, birds and butterflies, and ancient remains from all over the world. The British Museum was started as a museum which collected everything. 
At first it was famous for its natural history collection and its vast library of books. The museum’s collection of books has become the British Library.
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          Today the museum has two departments – the Museum of Mankind and the Natural History Museum. The Museum of Mankind includes collections of antiquities of different civilizations. 
                  The Natural History Museum contains five principal collections on the history of plants, minerals and animal kingdom. The Hall of Human Biology enables visitors to learn about their bodies and the way they work. There are also educational programs and special events, talks and tours.     
The Museum is also a very important scientific research centre.  The scientists work in five departments: Botany, Entomology, Mineralogy, Paleontology and Zoology.
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III.2. The Science Museum.
Exhibits in the Science Museum occupy five floors and display discoveries from the Industrial Revolution to space exploration. For example, the system engine, photography, glass-making, printing and atomic physics. There is a gallery where children can experiment with working models.
III.3. The Museum of London.
          The Museum of London in the City (at the Barbican) presents the biography of London from prehistoric times to the Greater London of today. It is the largest and the most comprehensive city museum in the world. There is also a research library containing a vast amount of material relating to London. It is a unique museum. 
III.4. The National Gallery
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The National Gallery was founded in 1824. It is one of the greatest museums of art in the world. All the important art schools and almost all masters are represented there. The rich collection of Dutch masters includes 19 Rembrandts.
III.5. The Tate Gallery.
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          Of all London’s great      art collections, the Tate Gallery is the most rewarding. It was opened in 1897 by Sir Henry Tate. The Tate contains works from the16th century to the present day. 
We can see the paintings of Constable, Blake and Turner there. The collection of French impressionists is outstanding.  The sculpture collections contain works by Rodin, Epstein, and Henry Moore.
At the heart of London, opposite St. Paul’s Cathedral, Tate Modern stands. It is a new national museum of modern art. It displays major works by Dali, Picasso, and Matisse as well as contemporary works by the best modern artists.   
III.6. Victoria and Albert Museum.
          Victoria and Albert Museum was opened in 1857 by Prince Albert. It is the largest and the most influential museum of decorative arts in the world. V&A contains collections of ceramics, fashion, furniture, glass, jewelry, metalwork, sculpture, textiles, and woodwork from all over the world. With over a million objects spanning 3,500 years of creativity there is something to delight everyone. You can trace the impact of the plastic revolution on design in the 20th Century Gallery, visit the finest collection of Italian Renaissance sculpture outside Italy, and explore the styles that have set the fashion for the past 400 years in the Dress Gallery, or discover the large collections of paintings by the great 19th century landscape artist John Constable.

           Of course, you may just wish to enjoy the beautiful Victorian architecture, meet friends in cafe or relax in the Italian Garden.
III.7. Madame Tussaud’s Museum.
           One more well-known Britain’s attraction is Madame Tussaud’s. Every visitor to London knows who Madame Tussaud is or was. Marie Tussaud, born as Marie Grosholtz, was commanded by the leaders of the French Revolution to take death masks from the heads of the victims of the guillotine. Having married a civil engineer, she came to London early in the 19th century. In 1802 she founded her museum in London, and in 1884 the collection moved to the present site near Baker Street. Almost every visitor has seen her, an old lady of 81, standing at the entrance of her own exhibition. She is made of wax, like all the models of people in the exhibition.

What was the secret of her success? Her portraits were lifelike. She paid great attention to detail and spent a lot of money on the right clothes and effective lightening.
[image: image8.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]



This museum consists of several halls with wax images of outstanding political characters, poets and writers, world – famous film stars and musicians and sportsmen. We can meet there Naomi Campbell and Mel Gibson, meet members of Royalty and make photos with World leaders. In the Chamber of Horrors you’ll come face to face with famous criminals. Finally you can have a breathtaking journey through London’s extraordinary past, on the Spirit of London dark ride.
Besides, you can combine your visit to Madame Tussaud’s with one to the London Planetarium just  next door to ensure a day that is out of this world.
There you’ll enjoy an inter-galactic trek across the Universe which is both fun and educational. Three exhibition zones, Launch Zone, Space Zone and Planet Zone help to solve some of the mysteries of the Universe through interactive demonstrations, displays and scale models.
IV. Other well worth seeing museums.
 Besides the museums called above there are a great number of others that are also well worth seeing. They are the Imperial War Museum, the Museum of the Moving Image, London Transport Museum, the National Army Museum, the Royal Marines Museum, the National Maritime Museum, the National Museum of Childhood, the Sherlock Holmes Museum, the Doll House Museum, the Wallace Collection and the Teddy Bear Museum. Let’s speak about some of them.
IV.1. The Imperial War Museum 
It is certainly a sight that shouldn’t be missed. It holds large exhibits like tanks, submarines and several First and Second World War aircraft which are suspended as if in flights. In other galleries there are exhibits which tell the story of life on the home front as well as the front line. Special exhibition: War wears.

IV.2. The London Transport Museum.


At the London Transport Museum trams, buses, cars and even underground trains are among of colourful displays. There is also London’s first horse-drawn omnibus of 1829 and a locomotive used on the Circle Line in 1866. There is hands-on fun with touch-screen displays, videos and working models – you can even put yourself in the driving seat of a bus or tube train! And there are actors, exhibitions, guided tours and lively program of events and activities to excite the imagination. The museum houses the old Flower Market.
IV.3. The National Army Museum.


In the National Army Museum you’ll discover the compelling story of the British soldier in peace and in war through five centuries. It shows visitors how soldiers lived, worked and fought. It is a central theme in the displays.

The treasures of display include medals, paintings, weapons and items from one of the world’s finest collections of military costume. Besides, you can see lifelike models and glittering swords. 
IV.4. The National Maritime Museum.

The National Maritime Museum in Greenwich was opened in 1937. The museum displays cover naval history from Tudor times to the present day. There is a large collection of navigation instruments there.
IV.5. The National Museum of Childhood.

The National Museum of Childhood in Bethnal Green displays over 4 000 toys past and present, from historic folk toys to robots and Barbie. It is the best and the largest collection of toys in the world. Besides, you can find a lot of fine examples of children’s books, costume and nursery furniture.
IV.6. The Museum of Moving Image.


The Museum of Moving Image explores the magical story of cinema, television and video. Visitors can experience the wonderful interactive exhibits – they can read the news, fly over London “like Superman” and make their own cartoon. Children consider this museum the best London attraction. 

Besides, you’ll meet the famous actor-guides there. The Museum is a treasure trove of costumes, artifacts, memorabilia and hundreds of film and TV clips all waiting to be discovered. The Museum provides year round entertainment for all the family.
IV.7. The Royal Marines Museum.

It vividly tells the story of Britain’s Sea Soldiers – but the museum is not just about “war stories “. The lively sets, uniquely sculpted models, and dramatic exhibits are all situated within the grand chambers of the Officer’s Mess. The lawns, vast and spacious, are ideal for family picnics. A garden with its quiet path walks and water fountain is the perfect opportunity for quiet reflection.

IV.8. The Sherlock Holmes Museum 
The museum is unique and special. It is situated in 221b Baker Street, London. It is the only museum of a man, who has never really existed, the museum of literary character, popular all over the world. The souvenir shop in the Museum has a unique selection of Sherlock Holmes gifts. Teas, luncheon and dinner are available in the Museum’s old English restaurant.

IV.9. The Wallace Collection.

This collection was formed by Lord Hertford and his half-brother, Sir Richard Wallace. There is here a very fine display of weapons, sculptures, paintings, pottery and miniatures.

IV.10. The Teddy Bear Museum.
            It is interesting to visit the Teddy Bear Museum with almost 400 Teddy Bears, many exceedingly rare Bears only seen before in books. All the exhibits in the Museum are from Wendy Lewis’s own collection. If after viewing you feel you have any comments, you can meet Wendy in the shop and have a chart.
In the Museum you can really wander back in the time of your childhood. Besides, in the Museum there are a lot of rare and interesting dolls and toys. Many dolls’ Houses are furnished. You will also find Puppet Theatre showing Rupert, Andy Pandy and Muffin The Mule as well as many other well-known characters.
           How did the Teddy Bear get its name? Theodore Roosevelt, the president of the United States from 1901 to 1909, was one day out in the wood hunting bears. He came across a little bear cub, and because it was so small, he couldn’t kill it, but let it wander off.
            An American newspaper heard a story and published a cartoon showing Theodore Roosevelt with the little animal. Some time later, a toy maker wrote to the president asking for permission to make a soft, toy bear and name it after him. As Theodore Roosevelt’s nickname was “Teddy”, the toy maker wanted to call his toy a “Teddy bear”.
            Ever since then, one of the favourite toys of young children everywhere has been a teddy bear.
V.    Conclusion.
We have told you only about some London museums. As far as you’ve understood there are a great number of them and we are sure any visitor can find a museum to his taste there. Besides museums there is a show or a new exhibition every week in London. People like different things, and London has exhibitions of cars, boats, books, pictures, food, clothes, bikes and what not. The saying “When a man is tired of London, he is tired of life” means that you can’t be bored in London.
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