SOME MORE GLIMPSES OF LONDON.
(SUMMARY)
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No one can deny that London is a cultural capital of Great Britain. Everybody knows the famous saying “When the man is tired of London, he is tired of life”. And it is true you can’t be bored in London because there are many sights there. Lots of palaces and churches, museums and galleries, entertaining centers and shops attract a great number of tourists from all over the world. In other words, any visitor can find something to his taste in London. We are told too much about London famous places of interest. But we’d like to speak of what we can see under London’s sky. There will be its streets, squares and parks, unique monuments and bridges. And even London heavy traffic will be a kind of attraction for us.
	The aim of our work is to acquaint you with the history of the objects mentioned above. The work is addressed to students who study English, tourists who are planning to visit London and to people who are interested in making their cultural background richer. Let’s make a stroll about London.
The names of the streets and districts are often connected with the history of the city and the country.
	But very often the names of the streets are so old and so changed that only few people know how this or that street got its name.
	People, who read books by English writers, listen to the radio; see English films can’t help knowing such names as Trafalgar Square, Soho, Piccadilly, Charing Cross, etc.
	Let’s begin with Charing Cross which is one of the oldest places in London.
In 1291, Eleanor, the English Queen, died outside London and her husband wanted her body to be taken to Westminster Abbey and buried there. The funeral procession stopped last time and erected a wooden cross at the village Charing. And since then the place called Charing Cross. Nowadays Charing Cross Road is known by its bookshops. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
☻2

	No one, however, can explain “Soho” convincingly. The legend goes that in the old days there used to be green fields there and the people around went fox-hunting a great deal. When a hunter saw a fox he called to the dogs “So-Ho”, “So-Ho”!
	 Now Soho is the district where one can see people of different types, hear them speaking of different languages. It is famous for its various restaurants.
	A long time ago, the Strand was a thin line of houses along the road linking the City and Royal Westminster. Today it is the main busy commercial district. 
Speaking of the West End no one can deny that it stands for the famous   Oxford Street and Regent Street. They both have few of elegant, aristocratic buildings.       
	Oxford Street contains department stores and shops of every possible variety, some of them with names well-known all over the world. They include Debenhams, Mark & Spencer, John Lewis and Selfridge’s that is one of the biggest stores in London.
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	Regent Street is now the main link between the North and the South of London’s West End, and is also full of shops.
	And now we are in Fleet Street. 
Fleet Street means newspapers, as this area is the headquarters of London’s press industry. The street takes its name from a steam called the Fleet River. In London they say that the character of Fleet Street papers is reflected in buildings in which they are produced.
	Fleet Street on the whole has a fairly modern appearance.
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	Being in London no one can visit Piccadilly Circus. The name Piccadilly, now one of the best known parts of London, is said to have had a curious origin. Robert Baker, was a tailor who grew rich by making high collars called “piccadillies” which had an enthusiastic reception among London’s young noblemen. The tailor’s shop itself came to be called Piccadilla House, and the name, slightly changed, has lived on.
	There are a number of theatres and cinemas in the streets around of Piccadilly Circus, so this part of London is generally called “Theatreland”.
    Piccadilly is one of the most famous streets in London. There all kinds of clubs, social, political and literary, which are expensive and really only for the wealthy people.
    The next stop is Trafalgar Square. It was begun in 1830 by the architect John Nash and was completed in 1841. It was called Trafalgar Square to commemorate the great battle which Lord Nelson won on 21 October 1805 against the Franco-Spanish fleet. 
      Trafalgar Square is not used only for the commemoration of Admiral Nelson. It is also the meeting place-of the members and supporters of the British peace movement. 
	There are many streets and districts in London which are so different that they seem to belong to different cities because London is the city which was never planned.
	Walking along the streets every tourist stops and, of course, searches the great memorials and monuments.
The monument of Queen Victoria made of marble and bronze was designed by Sir. Thomas Brook and erected in 1901 in front of Buckingham Palace. 
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	One more Royal monument is The Albert Memorial. It was built in 1876 and was held in Hyde Park.
	The area around Hyde Park has several monuments. The most imposing of them is the Wellington Arch, erected in 1825.
                                                            
	The Marble Arch, designed a hundred and thirty years ago, is believed to have been inspired by the Arch of Constantine in Rome.
	
Passing by Whitehall we can see the Cenotaph. The Cenotaph is the monument, erected in 1920 to commemorate the soldiers killed during the World War I and the World War II.
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	Speaking about London with its streets, squares and monuments we can’t say a word of its bridges. Albert Bridge, Chelsea Bridge, Vauxhall Bridge, Lambeth Bridge, Westminster Bridge, Waterloo Bridge, Blackfriars Bridge, London Bridge and Tower Bridge are among them. 
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	Lunges of London are parks, gardens and open areas. They provide a welcome visual and physical break from the mass of buildings and the heavy traffic. 
Kew Gardens, Hide Park, St. James’s Park, Green Park, Regent’s Park and Kensington Gardens are often called the lungs of London.
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	London is an ancient city. But it is also a living city and like all living cities it is constantly developing. So our story about it can be endless. Let’s stop here for a while. 
	
	
	 
	    

