
Holidays in Russia


”Maslenitsa”
[image: Графический объект2]Come this holiday to us from pagan Russia, as it turned Maslenitsa - a character of Slavic mythology, but not easy to name the holiday. This character is the embodiment of three things - the fertility of winter and death. Scarecrow made of straw, which is burned as a sign of the end of winter at the end of the holiday, also called Shrove Tuesday. His burning is always accompanied by joy and gladness, people drove around him dance and sing songs, so welcoming and warm spring. Maslenitsa in Russia celebrated folk festivals. In the Shrovetide week in its first three days, the peasants worked, but then the rest of the week work was banned, and have developed a wide Carnival.
So, the first day of Carnival was named "Meeting". In the morning the daughter sent to the home of her parents, and the evening-in-law and mother in law came to matchmakers to a dinner table to discuss whom to call to his guests and how to spend their time throughout the week.
Second day - is "Zaigryshi”. From this day begins the celebration of Maslenitsa. People organized games, fun, and ride with sledging, but, basically, it all comes down to the fact that this week, many young people make a match, so that later, after Lent to celebrate a wedding.
[image: Графический объект1]Third Day - "Gourmand". On this day come to the mother-in pancakes, then treat her praising, singing songs about what a good son-mother-in-law. It was believed that the "Gourmand" could have everything you want and in any quantity.
The fourth day of Carnival called "Binge”. People riding on three horses, arranged fights. Back in the day began to roll stuffed Carnival, and the children went home and begged his goodies.
Fifth day - "Terschin’s Pancakes". This time-in-law called me to visit “terscha” to also feed them pancakes.
Sixth day - is "Zolovkiny gatherings”. Daughter invite to her house all the relatives her husband and sister-in-law (husband's sister), was to bestow gifts made by hand.
And the last day of the seventh - "Forgiveness Sunday". On this day all ask each other forgiveness. Also on the seventh day of the burning effigy of Shrove Tuesday, which already ride on threes during that week. The ashes that remained of him to dispel the fields that was a good harvest. Incineration Carnival - symbolized that the winter is over and spring came, and no matter what the streets were still snow drifts.
Maslenitsa - is the most important attribute of Carnival, they symbolize the sun and light, as he and the truth is like the sun, such as round and yellow. By the pancakes can be served butter, fish, caviar, sour cream and jam. Also, this dish can be prepared by first placing the pan pieces of herring or onion, then pour batter and bake as usual.

“Easter - the Resurrection of Christ.”


[image: Графический объект3]Easter - is the greatest holiday of the Christians, the most solemn, the lightest, it marks the victory over death, the beginning of a new life which the Lord hath redeemed and sanctified. Meaning of Easter can be translated as the Day, which happened in the rebirth of Christ from earth to heaven. Here's how it happened - on the third day after Jesus died, after his suffering by the power of his divinity, he was resurrected. He came out without breaking anything in the environment, and the guards did not notice him. From this point of the war, guarding the empty tomb.

[image: Графический объект4]Easter service begins on the night from Saturday to Sunday. All she soaked spiritual rejoicing and great joy, because Christ's resurrection - is a victory of life over death. Easter is celebrated each year on a different date, but it always falls on a Sunday. Some holidays that had something to do with Easter (Palm Sunday, Ascension, Pentecost) are also changing the date, they are called mobile or proceeding holidays. There are festivals that are celebrated only in a certain number - it's Christmas, Epiphany, they are called fixed.
[image: Графический объект5]The most popular ritual to this day - is dying eggs. Monochrome eggs popularly called “Krashenki” if the eggs are painted with dots, stripes - they were painted with the same variety of designs and drawings of eggs, called Easter eggs. Of course, Easter egg - this is the most complicated version of Easter egg decorating. Raw egg on a cold drawn designs with hot wax, then dipped in egg dye from the lightest, wipe off and start again to paint. And so it layer by layer emerges curlicue, which is available to write except that national artists. Eggs were extremely popular in the early twentieth century. Before the Resurrection of Christ family gathered around the table and everyone was engaged in painting the eggs.
Since Easter is also connected a lot of games and entertainment, it was customary to congratulate each other with the resurrection of Christ, triple kiss (kiss three times) and exchange painted eggs. Everybody on this day are allowed to be in the bell, so before the bells rang almost continuously, thus supporting the joyous mood of the great holiday. There was not Easter without cakes.






“Christmas”


[image: Графический объект15][image: Графический объект14]Christmas, as well as meeting of New Year, is considered one of the most favorites holidays in many countries. And if New Year is a transition from one year to another Christmas is a religious holiday as which Christians consider as one of the most important things. In Russia Christmas is necessary for January, 7th, and here in Europe it mark about New Year - on December, 25th. In our country to Christmas proceed, as already it has been told earlier, the Christmas-tide. Night on the Eve of Christmas is considered magic and mysterious. The history of this holiday is that – in the small city of Nazareth there lived the girl by name of Maria, she believed in God and was very modest girl. And here once at night to it was Angel Gabriel who has informed that the Lord to it was mercy and at it the son who is conceived will be born is pure. It is necessary to tell that Maria then wasn't married, but has already been betrothed with Joseph believing and the God-fearing person. Having learned that Maria will have a child, Joseph wanted to release it, but the angel who has come to it, has taught the man. At this time the Roman emperor has ordered to make August population census and it was necessary to Maria and Joseph to go to Bethlehem, and it is more than two hundred kilometers, there were they on foot because, at that time there were no vehicles. Places in hotels it has not appeared also to spouses it was necessary to spend the night in a shelter for cattle. In this shelter, to be exact in a cave baby Jesus whom for the lack of a cot have put in a day nursery also was born.
Earlier though and presently began to revive these traditions, at night before Christmas went round carol-singing. “Ryazhenye” men and women, guys and girls went on houses and songs glorified Jesus birth, and in exchange to them gave different sweets, pies, in general, paid off with products and money, showing unprecedented generosity. 
[image: Графический объект16]Also this night were engaged in a guessing. Guessed on promises  or desire execution. Guessing ritual necessarily assumed a dark premise and set of the lit candles. Usually told fortune – the card king put under a pillow and thought, that the groom – the one who dreamed has dreamed and should become promises to the guessing girl.
It is possible to carry to traditions of Christmas and candles. The lit candles symbolize light, light of stars in the sky. The Christmas wreath too one of traditions on this holiday, it trudges from fur-tree or pine branches and is decorated by hand bells, figures of pigeons or angels. Hang up such wreath over a door; it is considered that it will bring pleasure and good luck in the house. The Christmas fur-tree is not only a symbol of New Year, but also Christmas. A fur-tree as the evergreen plant is a symbol of eternal life. One more tradition which is observed by many countries is a den, during ancient times so named puppet theater which told about Jesus birth. 
Summing up, it is possible to tell that Christmas is a texture of a religious holiday and various traditions. “Svjatochnye” guessing, Christmas carols have reached and our time that it is possible to realize with pleasure in the night from the sixth for January, seventh, at least for a change an everyday life. If you don't wish to go on court yard and apartments discharged in suits, singing songs and eliciting everyone tasty foods  it is possible to tell fortunes simply and who knows, the guessing can will come true and will bring to you happiness and pleasure. And to unmarried girls will prompt where to search for that promised who is foreordained to it by destiny.





“Cupala’s Nights”


[image: Графический объект9]In the ancient time people believed that at night of Ivan Cupala’s Night all kinds of evil spirits received the maximum power, and arranged the black loose feast. It was necessary that this night, the evil spirit could steal mind sleeping and to take hold of its body. This night it was impossible to find sleeping - the organization of holidays mentioned all village! But even being awake, many put on обереги - true defenders from evil ghosts. As at night of  Cupala was categorically forbidden to bathe, as, got the maximum power, Water tried to drown everyone who has dared to get into its kingdom.
In celebratory night the set of fires round which round dances went was kindled and sang songs, and the most courageous guys and girls jump through them. Signs said that jumped through a fire above everything, that the future year will be more successful than others. However the main force of fire this night was in clarification from illnesses and paternosters. Seriously ill patients people threw the clothes as with clothes burned down all them хвори and misfortunes in fire. Happened that peasants banished the animals, through fires considering that fire the defender of animals from death. "Torch" game in which "burning from love" guys caught playing girls was very popular.
[image: Графический объект10]Underside of night - day of Ivan Cupala was light cult. People believed that this day all live possesses medical properties: water cleaned off from paternosters, the sun charged divine energy, grasses quickly healed bruises and cuts. Especially curative grasses which gathered early in the morning as they became impregnated with Cupala’s day were considered. These grasses were used for a love spell; them struggled with evil spirit, fumigated patients to drive illness.
Predominating value at Cupala’s Night was received by a fern. It was necessary that this night the fern blossoms for some instants. With this flower in hands it was possible to see any treasure, as though deeply it not was is dug.
Cupala’s Night for old Russia - the most esteemed holiday, all population of the country took part in it. Practically all actively participated in ceremonies and traditions of this holiday.
[image: Графический объект11]



















“Palm Sunday”

[image: Графический объект6]This holiday in Russia has long called Palm Sunday. The name comes from the fact that on this day believers come from willow branches. In Russia in the first budding willow, from ancient times began to use its branches, and why the holiday was called Palm Sunday. But his real name - Entry into Jerusalem or Palm Sunday, the resurrection of flowering.
On this festive day as the Feast of the Annunciation, despite the ongoing Lent, permitted the eating of fish dishes.
The main commodity at the fair, of course, were willow branches, which were brought from the villages of entire carts. You could buy a few modest sprigs or a pencil, decorated with rag and paper flowers, cherubs of wax or paper. And for the wealthy buyers could offer bunches of willow with a painted porcelain cherubs out or blown glass. Then, on a celebratory All-Night Vigil willow sanctified and to be stored until the next Palm Sunday. Some buyers bought twigs with a stock to drop from the kidney to cook porridge, which is called "Palm".
[image: Графический объект7]
At the fairgrounds Palm promenade was quiet in the afternoon on Sunday. People were going home, disappearing traders-peddlers, dismantled the temporary store, and rolled up tents. Ahead of the Orthodox people was Holy Week with its strict fasting. Then comes Easter, and begin the new mall, has no restrictions.

In Russia the spring festivities traditionally start the week before Easter, Saturday before Palm Sunday. Still going on Lent, so full of entertainment, there could be no question. On this day, the squares of cities and large villages opened the fair, held massive horse riding, and of entertainment, perhaps, were the only district committee, as the booths, swings, carousels, and various entertainment establishments can be open from Easter.

The tradition of pussy-willow festivals evolved in the middle of XVIII century, virtually unchanged, lasted until the early twentieth century. With a special look of the day waiting for children who have parents in the "willow" is always buying sweets and toys. A major distraction for the kids, like adults, became visiting the fair.

[image: Графический объект8]































“Festival of the Protection of the Virgin”

[image: Графический объект12]
October 14 the Russian Orthodox Church celebrates the great feast of light, called the Protection of the Virgin Mary. Feast of the Holy Virgin come to Russia from Byzantium and became one of the most revered. 
 Orthodox feast - Protection of the Blessed Virgin is one of the great. This is a celebration in memory of the events that occurred on October 1 910, in the holy city of Constantinople, in Blachernae temple, where he kept riza the Holy Virgin, head cover and a belt. Memory of this event is carefully preserved Orthodox people throughout the ten centuries. The miracle that happened in the 911 year Blachernae in the temple, regarded by all religious people as near and dear to every heart. After all, the intercession of the Mother of God, its protection and Its Protection, we always feel in their own lives and in the lives of our great ravaged Russia.

[image: Графический объект13]For the holiday of the Holy Virgin Russian peasants tried to remove the entire crop, and make preparation for the winter. On the Protection begins "Zazimya”. Scott did not put out to pasture, and kept in a stable and translated during the winter forage. This holiday is considered the patron saint of weddings, and because rural girls while praying for an early marriage. To this end, they think for themselves indispensable duty to visit the Feast of the Protection of the church, and some light candles before the icon of the Intercession of the Virgin and generally try to spend the day cheerfully, believing that "if you spend Protection fun, find a friend nice". During the feast of the Protection of a rule in our climate are the first snows. They cover everything that surrounds and thereby unwittingly suggest the convergence of the natural white of winter cover with a wedding veil, or veil. By the feast of the Protection of the Blessed Virgin ends in the village for girls and boys during dances, and began sitting, when a long autumn and winter evenings the girls were engaged in spinning, embroidery, knitting the singing of folk songs, Christmas carols and chants. On this day - the first holiday of the cold - baked thin pancakes, baked angles "to the home of the heat is not blowing. 

 On the day of the Holy Virgin Protection Orthodox people in Russia were always in the temples of all the families to ask for mercy in prayer and intercession of the Theotokos.
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