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Hypothesis:

National holidays of different countries have similar origin.

Our aims:

To find likenesses and differences of national holidays of different countries. On the example of Russia and Britain.

Our problems:

· To find the most important holidays for Russia and for Britain.

· Their main traits

· Their meaning for people

· Comparative characteristics holidays 
· To estimate how important are they for people who live in these countries.

· To make an investigation in the form of interview of respondents of different ages and social groups; to find what people think about the holiday nowadays.

Holiday is a day of celebration; people celebrate this day in honour or in the memory of somebody or something. A day or some days that church celebrates in the memory of a religious event or in the memory of saints. Weekend or a day off. The day of happy and celebration. The day of games and entertainments. (The dictionary of Russian language by S.I.Ojegov and N.U.Shvedova)

We can divide time into three aspects: daily occurrence (days when we work), weekends and holidays. The main content of daily occurance is labour, repeating from day to day. Weekends are regular breaks in the run of everyday life. There is the biggest part of free time at the weekend. Everyday life and weekends have a tendency to the routine.

Holiday is a special element in the structure of the time. The main function of the holiday is to unite people of different communities by different interests.

The aim of public holidays is a unity of people around official leaders.

Religious holidays guarantee integration of all people from the church around its leadership.

Family holidays fulfill a function of uniting people with their families.

A holiday fulfills very important function of relaxation. A holiday makes a break in the rut of person`s lifetime.

When we were given an investigation we distributed the holidays to the groups by their origin: pagan, Christian and national. After reviewing them, we decided to build a defense project for the holidays that united pagan beginnings and more important  in the life of a person. That shows the national special that resin during the ages type of thinking.

But another holidays investigated and underwent by comparative analysis. There description and results of practical investigation are in the supplement.

Shrovetide in Russia
Shrovetide is a holiday that saved from the pagan times. People usually celebrate it for a week before the Great Fasting or Lent. A custom to celebrate Shrovetide takes its beginning from the ancient times-from Greece and Romans Vakhanalies and Saturnalies. Slav-pagans  celebrated a spring holiday-meeting of spring and seeing-off of winter in that time. Shrovetide has always been the merriest  holiday for most of people. People thought that a person who  refused to celebrate Shrovetide would live in the “bitter misfortune and he would finish badly”. At  Shrovetide people usually sledge from the Ice Mountains , burn bonfires and people get used to making pancakes because a pancake is a symbol of  the sun.


Shrovetide begins on Monday that has a name “meeting”. On this day people meet Shrovetide and they dress up a doll-scarecrow of Shrovetide and build Ice Mountains.


Tuesday is “playing”. People build from ice and snow fortresses and clowns or sromorokhs sing their songs.


Wednesday is “tastier”. On this day sons -in -law come to wives` mothers to eat pancakes.


Thursday is “revelry”, it is the funniest day. A doll-scarecrow is carried by the wheel, sledge and dressed-up people begin to sing special songs(kolyads) and other people give them sweets.


Friday is a “mother’s-in-law sittings”. On this day daughter`s husband asks wife`s mother to come to him and treat her pancakes.

Saturday is “sister’s -in -law sittings”. Wives give sisters –in- law some presents. On this day people burn a doll-scarecrow of Shrovetide and finally see-off the winter. The ash is dispersed in the fields to have good harvest.

Last day of Shrovetide is “Forgiven Sunday” or Seeing Off. People finish revelry and they burn bonfires on the ice mountains to make the ice melt and destroy the cold. They ask other people to forgive them and make charity.
Pancake Day in Britain

Many people will be surprised to know that Pancake Day is celebrateв not only in Russia. It is celebrated in Britain too. Pancake Day in England has been celebrated from time immemorial in March with funny celebrations, with pancakes, competitions and other attributes of seeing-off winter. This day remains one of the most favourite national holidays now. In the Middle Ages people celebrated Pancake Day for a week, but now it is the only one celebratory day. At 11 o`clock p.m. Church bell rings and all people hurry up to their houses - to eat pancakes. English people put in the pile ready pancakes. Then they grease the ready-made pie with apple and apricot jam or pour with vanilla sauce. In this day various competitions like fisticuffs and struggle are very popular. The most popular men competition nowadays is football. In England a competition in women running with pancakes has been held for ages. At 11.45 a.m. the ring of the pancake bell is heard. Every woman runs with hot frying pan and a pancake. Rules of this competition say that a participant must be older than 18; everyone must have an apron and kerchief; in the  time of running they have to throw the pancake in a frying pan not less than three times and catch it.  The first woman who transfers her pancake to the bell ringer becomes a champion of the pancake race for the whole year and receive a kiss of the bell ringer as a reward.
In these two holidays there are some  differences but in the main they are very similar. The first difference is that in Britain this holiday lasts only for a day and in Russia it lasts for a week. The second difference is that we burn a doll-scarecrow of Shrovetide and we make fires in Russia. In other words  we use one symbol of elements – Fire. In spite of these insignificant differences the essence of  two holidays is  the same. It is a seeing-off of winter and meeting of spring. This event is celebrated in both countries very merrily because it is a holiday of  nature waking up. The main  attribute of the holiday in both countries is a pancake as a symbol of the sun, light and love.
Sretenie

God`s Sretenie is a holiday that Christians celebrate on the 15th of February. In the national calendar Sretenie had a meaning of season border: of this holiday on that east and west slavs celebrate a half of winter but in South Slav regions they were celebrated begin of spring with that there were connected with a lot of signs of weather and harvest. Nice sunny weather means that the winter will be long but the frost means early spring and the blizzard on the Sretenie meant that earlier than usual “sweep up” all meal for animals. East Slavs usually told about Sretenie: “Sretenie is when winter meets with summer” and after they told how does winter fights with summer-“Summer kicks winter by its cheek: “Winter you must stop to spend the winter-now it`s time for summer to spend summer””. Perception of Sretenie as begins of spring had some signs as “On the Sretenie were met jacket and fur coat, but the gypsy sells fur coat” and another (the word Sretenie means meeting).

Peasants usually made a calculation of stores of bread, hay, straw and of another meal: they looked for that did they pack to the half, but if them didn`t they will correct their lists of meal and they began to eat more little. On this day people in villages usually had revelry. On the Sretenie people usually feed birds: for the hens they usually give oats, for that the hens will lay their eggs better. From this day people can throw their animals from their cowshed to the enclosure for the warm-um and to heat them and on this day people begin to get ready seeds, and people usually do a whitewash on the trees.

On the day of the Sretenie our old ancestors worshiped to the sun: the priests of sun do their rituals, meetings and they welcomed their sun for that the warm will come to them. But when the sun was in the zenith they burnt the doll that they made from the straw that had a name Erzovka. This doll embodied a soul of fire and the god of love. People decorate it by the gifts like flowers or by the beautiful ribbons or by the holiday clothes and people asked it about the welfare and to flourish. People thought that burning of the Erzovka will break cold and will give for us warm summer and good harvest but when people take a doll on the long pole the lovers asked it to help for them in love and they asked it about the happiness at home. On the Sretenie people usually make big golden pancakes because it is a symbol of sun. With the help of pancakes they wanted to return sun. In the Kostroma province peasants made bread-ring and fed their animals by this bread-rings because it saved animals from the illnesses. On this day people burn bonfires and people dance ritual dances.

In the all of Slav traditions very big meaning had a candle that in this day took to the church. Ukrainians and Byelorussian it had a name “Gromnichnay candle”. People save this candle for all of the year: they burnt it at the time of thunderstorm, they gave it to the hands of the man who will die in the nearest time and they smoke this person and they were draw by its smoke crosses on the beam and on the joist and burn it at home to save them from the “walking” dead they fasten candle to the plates from that in Spring they were sow seeds they go with the burning candle near with their animals at first throwing out; they burn hairs for their children when their heads were ill and they put it upper the door to save their house from witches.
Day of a marmot ́ (English Groundhog Day)
Day of a marmot ́ (English Groundhog Day) — a traditional national holiday to England, the USA, Canada and Australia, marked annually on February, 2nd. It is considered that this day it is necessary to observe of a marmot who is getting out of the hole. For  its behaviour can judge affinity of approach of spring. If put solar, the marmot sees the shade and hides back in a hole — there will be even six weeks of winter.

Among the German settlers in Pennsylvania there is saying: Wann die Grundsau ihre Schadde sehnt, noch sechs Wochen Winter ist was es meent. Imbolk— one of four basic holidays of the Irish calendar marked among the Celtic people on February, 2nd as it is day of a transitive quarter on a solar calendar, halfway between a winter solstice and a spring equinox. Imbolk it is closely connected with sacred fire which clears the earth and supports fertility, and awakening of the sun from a winter dream. This day ceremonies of forecasting and a wedding guessing were made.

Imbolk was day of clarification. It was accepted to be washed, to water dogs and livestock, to clean the house with special carefulness, to leave for the night burning at least one candle. In Imbolk it is impossible to weave, drink beer, needlework is forbidden, distaffs were cleaned in a closet. It is impossible to go to another's village and to join their processions.

Traditional food of Imbolk - dairy. Spicy, meat dishes with pepper, an onions, garlic also move. It is desirable, that these dishes, and also drinks contained raisin.

In Imbolk also endowed a hen or a chicken whom dug in near to water: a source or the river in a victim. On the night of Imbolk before the house dug out a pole where poured out a few milk. In Imbolk guessed on the future, for a crop and grooms.

Other Names: Imbolg, Imbolh, Day of the Bear, Is time Candles, Ojmelk, Luperkalija, Day of Sacred Brigity, Brigantija, Den Brizhdit Is time Fires.
If we are going to compare this two holidays Candlemas and Imbolc that are celebrates in one day on 2nd   of February, that is visible that both of them have seasonal value. Earlier people very strongly depended on weather and this critical day they tried to foresee their what weather waits. Whether stocks till a new crop will suffice. Fire – a symbol of clarification and sun awakening was the basic attribute of these holidays. 
Christmas in Russia

In Russia the tradition to celebrate Christmas was born in the tenth century after the taken of Christianity.

Before Christmas there is Christmas Eve (Sochelnic). On this day it should be eaten only sochivo - boiled wheat (or rice) with honey. A name of the  holiday goes from this dish. You mustn`t have any meal or drinking before the first star in the sky. When the  first star appeares  in the sky people can eat sochivo for supper. Just at  night before Christmas on folk beliefs rule two powers: of good and evil. To the what a  person comes that  made some magic with him. One of the forces asks people to kolyad and to glorify a birth of Christ at a holiday table but  the other  get witches together to the Sabbath.

At Christmas in Russia people usually have a holiday table where must  certainly be   twelve dishes: sochivo, boiled rice with raisins and honey, pancakes, jellied meat, jellied fish, ham, cold boiled pork, lamb with porridge, home sausage, burning pig, stuffed pig, duck with apples, and some cakes.

From Christmas -tide begin, these holidays lasts till the Eve of Epiphany. On the Christmas-tide in Russia people usually put on special clothes, they play funny games and send their greetings. The kolyads end by a nation-wide  fun , sledging and sumptuous feast.

On the second day of Christmas , on the 8th of January, people celebrate St. Virgin Mary's Cathedral. This holiday is dedicated to the glorification of God`s Mother "that gave birth for the world`s joy".

At Christmas our ancestors especially tried to take care of  the infirm and needy. Tsar Aleksey Mihailovich, for example, on Christmas Eve  secretly visited  prisons and almshouses giving out  generous alms.

Christmas in Great Britain.

Christmas is a holiday which in many countries has generated a considerable quantity of symbols. Even  its date concerns them. Originally Eastern Christian churches established  celebration of Christmas on January, 6th. However,  the Roman church has intentionally transferred it to  December, 25th - day of a pagan holiday of the invincible sun (Natalis Invicty Solis). Thus,  the date began to symbolise a victory of Christianity over paganism. On sixth of January by the western tradition is a day Christmas Eve or a Christening, often named by Englishmen The Twelfth Night.

Christmas is the most cheerful and brightest event of the  year. On the eve of Christmas the main fur-tree of the country was  established in the central Trafalgar Square in London. Two traditional colours  are used for decorations- red and green. Green fur-trees (Christmas Trees) or  branches of evergreen coniferous plants decorated with red ribbons, small lamps and hand bells, are invariable attributes of Christmas. On tops of fur-trees there is Christmas Angle or a star. Houses  are often decorated with branches of  holly ( Boughs of Holly) . Glossy bright red berries and dark green acute-angled carved leaves of this plant go very well with the general Christmas palette. In doorways there are branches of mistletoe, tied up with ribbons. It is especially pleasant for loving pairs as on custom people of the opposite sex who has casually appeared under  the mistletoe, are obliged to kiss!

Christmas is a family holiday. This day children living separately from the parents, come to see them if they do not have their own family. Christmas vacations are provided at all schools and colleges.

All holiday turmoil ceases in the evening on 24th of December (Christmas Eve). Believers are preparing for solemn Christmas Service which begins at midnight. Others simply gather together to congratulate each other and to drink  a glass of wine in honour of a holiday. Already at 11 o'clock in the evening you will not find any open shop. Everything  fades  on the eve of Christmas. Kids write letters Father Christmas (English Father Frost) and burn them in the furnace or a fireplace that he could read them on the smoke from the pipe. On the fireplace there is usually  big embroidered and painted felt stockings (Christmas stocking) ,  one for a child, where Father Frost puts gifts. In the morning, on December, 25th,  having woken up, children run to check, what are there in this Christmas golf?  Christmas Morning begins noisily with opening of gifts. Then  the time of traditional celebratory dinner (Christmas Dinner) comes. In England there is a cheerful custom: before sitting at the table people clap an original cracker "Christmas Cracker". It contains a  small souvenir and  comic message. Traditional Christmas dish is turkey or a goose and all possible vegetables. In the end of  the  dinner Christmas pie  or Christmas pudding is served. This day every mistress tries to show  her best culinary abilities, that is why, according to poet Jack Drelutski, "Christmas is time for  overeating". Evening of twenty fifth is usually spent at home, sometimes  they go on a visit.

This day wonderful Christmas music sounds almost in each house. By the way, many traditional English melodies such as "Jingle Bells" and "We Wish You a Merry Christmas" are very popular all over the world.

On twenty sixth of December in Great Britain it is also a holiday - "Boxing Day". On TV all day long there are sports programs, therefore Englishmen like to spend this day in an armchair in front of the TV.

Christmas – the great Christian holiday established in memoirs of a birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem. In view of celebrating of the major secret (along with easter) mankind rescue — Bogovoploshchenija and comings in the world of Son Bozhija born in a flesh, — is one of the most considerable, pivotal holidays in the majority of Christian faiths. The religious basis of a holiday both in Russia, and in Great Britain - one, therefore is similar also attributes (the evergreen plants symbolizing updating, revival, ornaments in the form of a star, angels), in both countries is traditionally family holiday with traditional foods, symbols contents, well-being. And here the celebratory table looks differently, differ English and Russian Christmas and that in Russia it is accepted to arrange mass festivals after a family feast. Dates of holidays differ also: in Great Britain the Christmas precedes New year, in Russia is celebrated on January, 7th, i.e. Already after New year. 
So, our hypothesis has proved to be true, analyzing the collected material, comparing holidays, we have established that the majority of holidays has a similar origin, are known since pagan times, when worship forces of the nature (to fire, water, the earth) was vital for people, they believed that fertility of the earth, the future crop, health and well-being of their relatives directly depend on those victims whom they bring to elements and spirits-keepers during the celebrating dated, as a rule, to significant calendar (astronomical) dates, such as revolution of the season, sowing works, harvesting,etc.

Later, with Christianity arrival, these holidays began to be celebrated as religious, without having lost thus pagan symbolic and attributes.

 Great Britain – the conservative country, therefore tradition to celebrate certain holidays remains invariable throughout many centuries. In Russia, unfortunately, owing to many circumstances (including changes of public formations), many traditions (religious, family, etc.) Many holidays have been lost also have lost initial value. On an example of our practical research we were convinced, how this problem is actual now. The majority of the interrogated consider a holiday as easier entertainment and prefer to spend him not in the family circle. It is pleasant that as the main component of a holiday consider not gifts, not a feast, and dialogue. A holiday - an occasion to a meeting with native and friends. Among the most favourite and significant holidays the Christmas and New year, on the second place – Birthday are in the lead. Value of symbols, the ceremonies connected with holidays, for many is not known. Nevertheless now in Russia much becomes that cultural wealth and national traditions became priority directions in development of a society, the state.

Supplement
We will begin comparing from the oldest holidays  started their history in the pagan times. It is Shrovetide in Russia and Pancake Day in Britain. Ivan Kupala`s holiday and Valpurga`s night. Sretenie and Imbolk or the Marmot’s day.

Ivan Kupala`s holiday

Ivan Kupala`s was celebrated by a lot of Slav nations. From the Karpats to the North of Russia at the night from the sixth to the seventh of July all of the Slavs celebrated this mystic and strange but revelry and cheerful holiday.

Ivan`s day was full of rituals connected with water. Bathing at this holiday is a national tradition but in some places people think that it is very dangerous because Watermark himself celebrates his birthday on that day and he can’t stand people entering his kingdom and he can take one of the careless under the water.

The main peculiarity of Kupala`s night were clearing fires. People were dancing around them and jumping over them who jumped better and higher would be happier. In some places people made their domestic animals go through the fires because they thought that if they did it animals wouldn`t die longer. In other places mothers burnt clothes which they took off their sick children so that all the children’s illnesses would burn together with the clothes. After jumping over the fires teenagers and children began playing funny and noisy games, racing with one another.  Everybody enjoyed playing burnings (Gorelki).

Peasants believed that at the shortest night they mustn`t sleep because all evil spirits like vampires, witches, snakes, werewolves, wizards, house-spirits, mermaids and others returned to life and become especially active..

On this holiday there are a lot of customs connected with the vegetable world. All of the herbs and flowers that are picked up on this day, people usually put under the Ivan`s dew. After that they dry and save them because these herbs are more medicinal. People use them to fumigate the sick and fight with evil spirits they throw them into the fire during a thunderstorm to protect their houses from a strike of lightning.

The main herb of the holiday is fern. It is a legend that a flower of the fern which blossoms out  only for a few moments at midnight can help a person who has it to see all the buried treasures  and it doesn’t matter how deep they are hidden. 

On the Eve Ivan Kupala`s night young women go to the river, make wreathes of different herbs, put little burning candles inside and let them go down stream. If it sinks immediately it will mean her loving man doesn`t love her any more and they won’t get married but if the wreath floats longer than others it means that this girl will be the happiest of all.
Walpurgis night

Walpurgis night is the main witches’ sabbath and also one of the major pagan holidays devoted to fertility. Every respected witch must honour this holiday with the presence. It is considered that witches sat down astride a broom and flew on the mountain tops among which the greatest one was Brocken where all "elite" gathered and celebrated the holiday in wild feasts and dancings. They tried to prevent a safe current of spring, sent damage on people and cattle, etc.

Earlier the date of Beltejn was not exact – it was marked when hawthorn faded. For Celts the night before May,1 marked coming of summer time - "the big sun". It is believed that at this night a gate in other world, the country of elves is wide open.

As well as at the majority of nations, the holiday in honour of the beginning of summer has been devoted to the sun and fertility. May Pole reminds us about those times. A tradition of dancing on May, 1st around a pole decorated with flowers and stripes was kept by the inhabitants of Britain and Ireland. They also choose May Queen - the unique girl who is allowed to wear clothes of  green colour which,  under the legend is favourite by elves. The queen becomes as though the intermediary at a dialogue between people and the People of Hills. Fires were one more symbol of Beltejna. Ancient Celts let the cattle out this day in the pastures after wintering in sheds. It was obligatory to banish animals between two rows of fires – according to the superstition it relieved them of winter illnesses. Magic ceremony of witches’ exile was held - on fires burnt stuffed animals of witches were burnt in fires, people made houses round with torches, rang church bells, etc. people thought that  herbs at Walpurgis night found the wonderful force, tthat’s why most of  znaharki-travnitsy left on gathering.

The present name to an ancient celebration was given by Germans - in honour of sacred Valpurgii.

Sacred Valburga - a real historical figure. This notable British was born in Devonshire about 710. It was Richard's daughter, one of kings of the Western Saxony, and Vinny.

The day of Peter and Fevroniya Muromskih
In the Orthodox calendar they have their day of lovers connected with history of  St. spouses Peter and Fevroniya Muromskih.

Peter and Fevroniya were the patrons of family and marriage. Their marriage was as the standard of Christian matrimony.

Grand duke Peter was the second son of Murom`s king Uriy Vladimirovich. He came to the Murom`s throne in 1203. In some years before this grand duke was ill by leprosy in those time nobody could treat him. In the sleeping vision he saw that he can be treated by wild-honey farmer's daughter, Fevroniya who was the peasant of village Endearing of Ryazan ground.  Fevroniya was wise, even wild animals obeyed her, she knew charecteristics of herbs and she could treat ailments. She was very beautiful, pious, and very kind woman. Grand Duke promised to marry her after his recovery. St. Fevroniya treated him but he didn`t keep his promise. After that the illness returned to him and she treated him again. Then they get married. When he inherited principality after his brother, boyars didn`t want a grand duchess from ordinary people they told him "Or let your wife go or you must go away from Murom". He took Fevroniya and sat with her into a boat and swam by the river Oka. They began to live as ordinary people they were happy because they were together and the god help them.

The disturbance began in Murom; a lot of people wanted to be on the free throne. A lot of people died. In those time boyars came to their senses and asked Peter to come back to the throne. He came back together with Fevroniya who managed to deserve citizen's love. 

In the declining years they took the monastic vows in different cloisters with the names, David and Efrosiniya, they prayed God to let them die in one and the same day and they bequeathed to lie in one coffin and beforehand built a tomb from one stone with slim partition. They died in one day and in one hour on the 25th of June (by the new style it is 8th of June) of 1228.

People thought that burial of them in one coffin didn't connect with monastic rank so that they put their bodies in different places but next day the dead turned out to be together.  Now their bodies are in the temple of the St. Trinity of St. Trinity's temple church in Murom. On this day lovers give each other orthodox fevronkies. These cards look like Easter ones. Andrew Kuzaev from Astrahan devised them. In Russia Fevronkies were called wreathes made of flowers and herbs.

Nowadays this holiday has renewed in our country. It is celebrated on the 8th of July and the symbol of it is camomile.
The Valentine's Day

This day received the name by name Christian martyr Valentine (the priest and the doctor) which was sentenced by the Roman pagans to the death penalty. In the III century AD Claudia's Roman emperor published the decree imposing an interdiction for a marriage - it was necessary to strengthen positions of Rome, and marriage kept men at home. On a legend priest Valentine disobeyed the decree and secretly married the enamoured.

In a dungeon on Valentine's prayer there was a healing of the jailer's daughter from blindness. Valentine and the girl fell in love with each other and communicated by means of notes. Before execution on February, 14th 270 years he sent his last note and signed it "from Valentine". Sacred Valentine's ashes were buried in church of St. Praksidisa in Rome. Gate of this church named "Valentine's Gate".In 496 Roman Papa Gelasius said that 14th of February would be St.Valentine Day and since that lovers from all of the world believe that St.Valentine is their patron. During intrusion of Romans into Britain this day of sacred Valentine was also introduced there.

In England this holiday began to be accompanied by secret delivery of gifts, selection of pair for a lot. This day it is given sweets, soft toys, ornaments, and, certainly, an emblem of this holiday is the heart.

The special place is taken away to flowers. Englishmen borrowed this custom of donation of flowers in day of sacred Valentine from Frenchmen in the beginning of XVIII century. It reached the peak in days of reign of Queen Victoria (1837-1901гг.). As it is known, there is a whole alphabet of flowers which helps to express all the feelings. But the most popular is a red rose which according to the legend appeared thanking Goddess of Love and Beauty Aphrodite-she stepped to the bush of white roses and pricked a foot with thorns, painted these flowers in red color. That day Ludovik XVI presented Maria - Antoinette a bouquet of red roses and from here as many believe this tradition has gone.

Addition to any gift this day, certainly are valentine cards- cards with the image of hearts and words about love. Some consider, as the congratulatory card in general appeared in connection with the  day of Valentine. The first factory manufacturing valentine cards concerns 1840.Now it is possible to buy the diversified valentine cards from small and simple, executed serially, to the real works of art - executed on an imprinted paper, with silk loose leaves. But invariable on all cards is a signature: "To You, with Love from Valentine"

Easter in Russia

Easter is the Christian holiday in the honour of resurrection of Christos. In the nowadays its date calculate by the moon calendar (it is the transitory holiday) but people always celebrate it on Sunday.
Easter is the most ancient and the most important holiday of the year. It is the mainliest holiday it`s the sign of victory above the sin and dead and it is the sign of the world`s begin sanctify by the god Jesus Christ. Easter is a day when there were our comings from the death to the life and from the ground to the sky.
At Easter as in the most important holiday of church`s year people do a special celebrating diving service. In the church from the ancient times formed the tradition of accomplishment of Paschal diving service at night. Before the Easter orthodoxies came to the temple and from there they began a cross walk. At midnight they come to the temple and they began diving service.
In the Roman Catholic Church cross walk begin in the diving service too but there it will be after Liturgy.
From the Paschal night and in next 40 days I Russia accepted to welcome another people with words “Christ resurrected!” – “Truly resurrected!” and after this people exchanged triple kiss. In the Easter`s evening people began to make merry with the round dances and with games; in different places people celebrate it from two to four weeks this weeks have a name “Red Mountain”.
In Russia people break different parts of eggs three times like the exchanged triple kiss. Children do “Pokatushki” they throw their eggs and whose egg will go more that child will win. Paschal painted egg in Russian culture meant new life. Paschal eggs throw by the ground because people thought that after this the ground will be fecund. Easter cakes and eggs sanctify in church. Sanctify of Easter cakes and eggs are the most famous tradition of Easter.
Easter in England
Now day's traditions for celebrating Easter in England are very funny, bright, colorful and joyful. Easter is considered one of the most important holidays in the year. In day of Easter at a dawn in churches pass religious services. In Catholic temples pass organ music concerts. This day it is accepted to put on new clothes that symbolises the end of a season of bad weather and approach of spring. Easter baskets, filled with eggs, bread and other meal, take with itself on easter service to consecrate in church. On Easter Monday it is accepted to give to children in sweet and toy streets.

One of the typical Easter tradition has remained in Redli near Oxford. Parishioners join hands and "embrace" the temple - form round it a live circle. In England all family gathers for Easter, make a Sunday dinner: bake a lamb with set of vegetables, bake an Easter pie, paint eggs. And Sunday morning to tea submit cross rolls hot cross buns.
The day of St. Trinity
Church celebrate it on the fiftieth day after the holiday Easter thereof this holiday has the second name pyatidesyatniza on this day people remember the coming of St. Spirit to the apostle. St. Spirit gave for apostles god`s diving grace of priesthood to build church on the Earth and powers with mind to tell for the people sermon-God`s word. This day is the birth of New Testament church and people celebrate it from the ancient times.
Trinity is very beautiful holiday. People decorate houses and temples by the branches, flowers and grass. Because flowers and grass are the symbols of life. By this people want to tell the happy and the gratitude for that he gave for them new life.
By the history there were that to break houses and temples people used branches of birch. The birch is the blessed in Russia. Trinity without a birch is like the Christmas without a spruce. But the Russia is very big country with different climate conditions and so in some places the holiday trees were: oak, maple and mountain ash. Trinity is a noisy and funny holiday. In the morning all are hurry to the church and after they made funny things and surely they made round loaf. Asked another people to come home to them and presented something.
The  4th of May is  May Day 

In May Englishmen celebrate May Day with festivals. Musicians, jugglers on stilts, minstrels and taverns working around the area create here original atmosphere of a medieval carnival.

This day the people dance under the May tree decorated with multi-coloured ribbons, dress up in Green Jack (Jack-in-the-Green). Jack and his flowers dance going around cities. In many villages young men cut trees and establish them as May tree in the centre of the village. Each such tree was a place of gathering of a rural community for dances and activities in the past. Everywhere various competitions were arranged: from catching of a dirty pig to oil beating. There were even competitions for children.

King and Queen of May are chosen and they supervise over actions this day. In the Middle Ages this day girls washed with dew, considering that it would make them irresistible all  the next year. On this holiday competitions on shooting from bow were always held. There were  obligatory national dances and songs. 

However,  the sources of May Day are unknown, and that is known about its origin, directs at certain thoughts. The festival obviously is not based on magic ritual of protection of  grain fertility as it was supposed in due time, more likely, it was an expression of the idea of the community about happiness and pleasure. The accent of the holiday has been made on solidarity and unity of people, but not on something supernatural or metaphysical.

The spring holiday goes back to the ancient rituals devoted to agriculture and revival, and also connecting the Sky and the Earth to the World Tree — to May tree. The pagan origin of May tree confirms existence of similar attribute in Ancient Greek and ancient Roman spring rituals devoted to Atticus. Englishmen have strengthened symbolism of fertility, having added to a pole (machismo) a disk (feminine). Dancers unwind ribbons so that they rotate round the  pole that symbolizes  the creation of the world from the central axis (it similar to  ceremonies in honour of Atticus  that confirms Roman origin of the  holiday).

May, 25th is  Day of Spring in Great Britain 

On the eve of the holiday houses and streets of England are decorated by garlands made of  spring flowers. In the morning fancy dress-processions with flowers and branches of blossoming trees are held in the streets and in the afternoon and in the evening the holiday  grow into national  gatherings.

 Spring Day has its roots in Middle Ages when it was accompanied by national songs, dances, bow shooting. 

Popular belief is that girls and women can prolong the youth if they wash with dew this day.

It is sure that Englishmen love this month because throughout  all 30 days they celebrate something.

And in the end we will compare national holidays. Pushkin`s day in Russia and birthday of Robert Burns in Britain. The 8th of march and the mother`s day.
Pushkin`s day

Pushkin`s day traditionally celebrate at the birthday of Aleksandr Sergeevich Pushkin (1799-1837) On the 6th of June this date is the most important date for all of Russian culture and Russian literature.
He was the genius because he heaved to the inaccessible height ordinary words and poetic syllable. He was the founder of qualitative new classic art.
Aleksandr Sergeevich was born in Moscow. From the little age he brought up in the literature place. His father liked literature very much he had got very big library and his uncle was a poet. To the Pushkin`s house usually came Karamzin, Jukovskiy, Dmitriev. In the 1811 he began to learn in the Zarskoselskom lyceum, in this place he wrote his first verse. In 1814 were published his first verse “to the friend poet”.
In 1824 he was sent in the north exile to the house of his parents to the Mihailovskoe He lived there with his nanny. When he lived there some friends visited him Pushing took to the Pushkin “Sorrow from the intellect”. When he was there began rise of Decembrists in that there were a lot of his friends that were executed. On 15th of may of 1831 Pushkin was married and he migrated to the St. Petersburg. In these years he wrote stories to the historical themes like “Dubrovskiy”, “Capitan`s daughter”, “Pugachev`s story”. It was difficult for him when he must speak with people from the regal court. On the 9th February of 1837 he was on the duel with Dantes. He was mortally injured and he was die on the 10 February in his house on the wash.
In the St. Petersburg people celebrate Pushkin`s day every year. From the morning on the Pushkin`s square we can hear verses of Russian classic. People celebrate it all over the Russia.
Два чувства дивно близки нам -

В них обретает сердце пищу -

Любовь к родному пепелищу,

Любовь к отеческим гробам.

Животворящая святыня!

Земля была б без них мертва,

Как …  пустыня

И как алтарь без божества.
On January, 25th Robert Burns’ Birthday 

Birthday of well-known poet Robert Burns (1759-1796) is a national holiday in Scotland, in the homeland of the poet. The Scots are very proud of their well-known compatriot and honour his memory.

Robert Burns’ birthday get used celebrating in the form of supper (so-called Burns Supper), spent on a certain scenario. At first it is supposed a small scenic action, with verses, songs and national dances. In Scotland Burns is esteemed as a symbol of nation that’s why  the poet’s birthday, one of the most favourite holidays in the country of hills, is marked widely and  noisily.

Burns was born in a family of the farmer. At school Robert  started to write the first verses in a writing-book. He wrote only that has worried and has experienced itself - pleasures and grief, love to women, fidelity to the native land. Burns youth passed in need and heavy work and ,as it usually happens, it awoke love in him. He had a rough private life, full of romances. His themes are love, freedom,  Scottish nature and history.  Scottish was for him not  a  dying off dialect but a refined poetic tool. The poetry fascinates its  simplicity, playfulness and surprising musicality. The old Scottish national poetry  had a great influence on Burns’ creativity. He collected texts and melodies, supplemented them with  stanzas of his own composition. Burns’ creativity marked blossoming of  Scottish poetry - lyrical, terrestrial, satirical, sometimes naughty.

The most popular Burns’ poem among the Scots is “My Heart’s in the Highlands”which is full of love to Scotland.

My Heart's in the Highlands, my heart is not here; 

My Heart's in the Highlands a chasing the deer; 

Chasing the wild deer, and following the roe; 

My Heart's in the Highlands, wherever I go. 

Farewell to the Highlands, farewell to the North; 

The birth-place of Valour, the country of Worth; 

Wherever I wander, wherever I rove, 

The hills of the Highlands for ever I love. 

My Heart's in the Highlands, my heart is not here; 

My Heart's in the Highlands a chasing the deer; 

Chasing the wild deer, and following the roe; 

My Heart's in the Highlands, wherever I go.

The International Women` day (The 8th of March)

In 1913 it was celebrated in Russia for the first time. We don`t know the exact date of its celebration. But the beginning  World War I forced people to forget about any holidays. But after the coming of Bolsheviks to the power people remembered about the international Women` Day and they gave for it the official status.

The 8th of March made people forget about all religious holidays: Shrovetide celebrated almost at the same time; Day of Wives Carrying Peace. Wives Carrying Peace are women who came to the God`s coffin the  first day. In the Orthodox Church the third week after Easter has a name of Wives Carrying Peace – it`s a day of memory of these women. This day and a week after it are the church women` holiday, when relatives, friends and children send greetings to women-wives, mothers and sisters.

In 1975 Soviet ideologists made what they had dreamed about for along time because this year was announced by  Organization of  United Nations as “International women` year”, and  The 8th of March got an official status of “International Women` Day”. Since that time people celebrate this holiday every year.

They  send greetings for women, and give them presents.  Symbols of this holiday is  spring flowers. A lot of flowers are presented  on this holiday. From the morning to the evening you can see men with flowers and women for whom these flowers have been  bought

On March, 22nd  Day of Mother in Great Britain 

This holiday is similar to the 8th of March in Russia. Its roots come into the Victorian times when children at early age worked far from the house, and the money earned by them, were sent to the family budget.  Children were allowed to spend one day in a year together with parents. They  usually brought small gifts mothers and grandmothers - bouquets of flowers or fresh eggs. Nowadays British children give flowers to their mothers and carry out housework for them.

.

At the very beginning of 17th century in England on the fourth Sunday of the Lent people began to celebrate Mothering Sunday. It was a holiday of all mothers of England. In the process of distribution of Christianity in Europe, this Sunday became Mother of Church holiday – the spiritual force giving  life and protecting from harm.

Later the church holiday merged together with a secular holiday . As it was time of rich aristocrats and huge private residences, most of the servants worked and lived in the owners’ houses. On  Mothering Sunday all servants received a day off, they came back in the families to spend this day with their mothers. A special pie named “mother’s pie” gave celebratory atmosphere to this day. Children should visit  mothers and  bring  them such pie in exchange for their  blessing.

Nowadays women have a rest, and their men do  housework and make supper. Traditionally this day  is accepted to  serve  the simnel cake, decorated with 12 balls of marzipan. The tradition of 12 balls began in pre-Christian times, they symbolise 12 zodiacal signs. The name of this pie is connected with the Latin name of  flour of  high milling (simila). Such pies and cakes were baked and sold in England and France on Sundays during the Lent. In France under this recipe  cakes decorated with a cross from sugar glaze were more often baked.

Sometimes husbands took  their wives in restaurants to celebrate the event. Children give flowers, cards and other gifts to mums. It is obligatory to congratulate  the  mum , and  whatever part of the world there were daughters and sons this day, they will call  their unique and native, will send them a card, a letter or electronic message on Mother’s Day.
Continuation of the family is one of the most important things in the world that’s why inhabitants of Russia and Britain celebrate Women’s Day. The difference is only in the name of the holiday. This holiday is celebrated in spring, it is very symbolic  as is the nature itself  is born again waking from the winter dream.
We asked more than 50 people of different sex, age and all of different social groups.

[image: image2.emf]0

5

10

15

20

With what aim do people celebrate 

holidays?

A

B

C

D


A. Entertainment

B. Meeting friends and relatives

C. Receiving of presents

D. Another

At first place is meeting with friends and relatives?
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What is the holiday?

A

B

C

D


A. An entertainment

B. A weekend

C. The day when people give you some presents

D. Another

The majority of the people think that the holiday is an entertainment.
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What attributes of the holiday  are 

important for you?

A

B

C

D


A. Presents

B. Feast

C. To put on special costumes

D. Communication
It is very nice that people think that the holiday is 0communication.
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With whom do you like to 

celebrate holidays?

A

B

C


A. With relatives

B. With friends

C. Another

Unfortunately a lot of people like to celebrate holidays not with relatives. They like to celebrate it with somebody else.
Reflection
The most interesting were…

· Construction of investigation;

· To do serious things;

· To do independent resume; 

· To know smth new.
We learnt to…
· organize our work;

· systematize material;

· define aims and reach it systematically;

· to speak to people;

· do a laborious work;

· Believe in us.
We found in us…

· A desire to do an exploratory activity;

· An ability to reach delivered aims;

· An ability to solve emergent obstacles;

· A desire to know new;

· A soul of researcher and of new person that can give for you a lot of work;
· A little erudite.
We found in others…
· Self-control and creative approach; 

· enthusiasm and a lot of patience;

· Mutual aid from the teacher and from the friends.

Literature that we used:
http://www.wikipedia.org/

http://www.vprazdnik.ru
http://www.2uk.ru
http://www.calend.ru
http://www.ethnomuseum.ru
http://subscribe.ru

http://oliav.boom.ru

http://sueverija.narod.ru
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk
Михеева Л.Н. Русские народные праздники, Дрофа-плюс, 2007
Некрылова А. Русские народные городские праздники, увеселения и зрелища. Конец XVIII - начало XX века, Азбука-классика, 2004
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