Introduction.


I like to watch unusual things on TV. My favourite programme is 

«Unexplained, but fact». The author of it is Sergey Druzko. He tells different stories about ghosts and   witches.  He has been in a family, where  ghosts live. At the end of the programme the scientists explain, that devils really exist.

I am interested in this topic and ask my grandmother to tell me about ghosts. My granny is 78 years old and maybe she knows  about devils. She told me a story of her own life: «Many years ago I went to gather mushrooms.  I did not   
know the places, but my neighbors said that there were many mushrooms in that place. I filled my basket and wanted to go home. But something strange happened to me at that moment. I found the road home, but it seemed to me, that I did not know it.  I went on that road straight  ahead and back many times. Then I remembered, that in  such situations people must turn on their clothes. Making it, I found my way home».

Old people tell, that strange  things happen in this place «Shagai Mys». It is believed, that devil «Leshiy» jokes in a such way. I have decided to explore different kinds of devils, existing in our places  and in England. 
The aim of my research is to describe devils in different countries.
 The tasks are: 1) to learn literature on this theme; 2) to describe appearance and character of devils; 3) to make a list of devils. 


Working at my research I use methods: 

1) Analysis
2) Asking

3) Interviewing
The object of my research is Komi-permian and English cultures.
The subject is devils in different cultures.

1. Mythological  beings in Komi-permian culture.

Devils, like God, appeared earlier than people . «Kul», forest and marsh «chud» harm to people and that's why they are enemies. There are many legends, that Komi-permian God «Yen» made them, creating animals out of clay. In that clay there was rubbish  and different devils appeared from it. The second legend said that «Yen» and «Kul» were brothers. Once they quarreled and «Yen» created people and animals, and «Kul» created different kinds of «Kul». [1]

There are many legends and stories about different kinds of «Kul». They have holidays, and, of course, they also have troubles. They are much stronger than people and they know all in the world. But they don't have a kind heart  and a good soul[3]. 
There are different kinds of «Kul»: «Veris» «Ver-chud» «Lyoma» «Yagin» «Lunsheriha» and others. All «Kul» are different by their appearance, character, and manners. Some of them are very angry, others help people sometimes. What do scientists say about devils appearance?
Researchers I.N. Smirnov and V.M. Yanovich wrote that ancient Komi-permian people admired nature, inspired and adored it. They felt themselves nature's slaves. Their frightened imagination shared nature between different mysterious creatures: «Veris», «Vakul», «Susedko» and others[5].
Komi-permian believed, that «Veris» lived in the forest. He is the master of the forest. After gathering berries or mushrooms peasants thanked «Veris». They also asked health and forces. As a present they put a piece of bread, tobacco and berries on the ground. [3]

Komi-permian  hunters also asked  «Veris» to give them birds and animals. They said: «Forest master! Give us some grouses, hares to feed our children». These facts, show, that komi-permian people were afraid of different «Kul» and at the same time, their life was closely connected with them[2].
1.1. Forest devils.


Many legends and fairy-tales pay attention to forest devil – «Veris»(Supplement1). He is alike to man, he is known not only in  Komi-permian culture, but also in Russian culture. Komi-permian call him by Russian name: «Leshak», «Leshiy». He is forest master. He likes, when people ask him, give  him presents. He is polite and shy. His character is similar to 
Komi-permian people. He wears «shabur» and «lapti».  He isn’t afraid of work. Sometimes he annoys people.    


«Leshiy» is business, cheerful[4].


There are many stories about forest women.  They are devided into two groups: tall, but silent and very similar to the village girls. Their names are «Verovka». They are bad devils and harm people. They appear only before bad accidents, anticipating them, because they are not at present, but in the future. They know what will happen tomorrow, in a week, in a year[7].


«Leshiy»  does not annoy people without reasons. But young «Leshiy» like to joke with people. They carry domestic animals to the deep forest. When it happens, so people write to a forest master a letter «kabala». This letter they put on the stump. They think, that «Leshiy» will read this letter and will help them. Sometimes, young  «Leshie» take this letter and do not show it to the master,  because they were afraid of him. But soon young «Leshie» return domestic animals[8].


We can say, that « Leshiy» was not bad, sometimes he helped people.
1.2.  River devils.


«Vakul»  and his children «kulpiyan» are very popular in Komi-permian  lite rature. They say, that «Vakul» lives in every big or small rivers(Supplement 2). He can send fish to the fishers «sak», so people thank him by giving piece of bread, berry, mushrooms.  If the fisher does not have anything with him, so he throws a string from clothes into the river. The writer V. Klimov describes his appearance in a such way: «His head is long and smooth, he has six eyes from all sides. He has six fingers in his hands. His clothes is made of fish skin.» [7]


«Vakul»comes out only in summer, early in the moning or late at night. Not he, but his wives and daughters come out. They do not wear clothes; their hair is long, yellow or green.


People are afraid of meeting with «Vakul». In order to forbid «Vakul» come out, they draw a cross on the rivers banks. People think, that when they see «Vakul», a bad accident will be soon.
1.3. «Susedko» – an inhabitant of houses.

The world of «chud» is large and various. They are «susedko», «kalyan», «karta chud»,  «banya chud». There are «chud» of an empty house and village.

Komi – permian «chud» lives behind the fireplace or under the floor. When people go to leave to a new house, so they ask  him: «Susedko, come with us to live to a new house»(Supplement 3). Many people say, that they see a cat instead of “susedko” that comes out of floor. He looks like man, but is very small and shuggy. He wears canvas clothes, «lapti». They help their masters to weave «lapti» and to wash dishes.       «Susedko» is from Russian mythology. People tell that he often sits on the man, so he cannot speak or stand up[3]. 

Komi – permians gave him a piece of bread or potato in order to make him kinder. But they never gave him « pelmeni» because «susedko» doesn’t like them.

«Kalyan»lives in the yard. They like to tease people, appeared only for minute and then disappeared. He looks like a spider, is fat and shaggy. Sometimes they help their masters to feed domestic animals, or to sweep before the house.

The angriest was «kikimora». He lived in the houses. It was very difficult to get over him.

2. Ghosts in Great Britain.

In Great Britain ghosts live in old castles and houses. They live there for centuries. Believing in ghosts, people believe that a person continues to live after death. There is a belief that after death souls remains. Sometimes the souls link with the world of the living. They look like pale images with insisting out lines. They can pass through solid objects, like doors and walls. They appear suddenly and disappear in a such way[9].

There are some kinds of ghosts: setters ghosts, souls of living, ghosts messengers. Settlers ghosts appear at different times and  to different people, but it is always one and the same ghost. It lives only in this place. It seems, that they are not interested in people. They are attracted to the place they live in.

Souls of the living appeared when the man is in danger and wants to say about it his relatives. They appear usually only once.

Ghosts’ messengers are the souls of the dead who returned to the living world to say about warning or massage the family. This ghost rarely speaks, prefers to point to this or that object[12].

Ghosts have their duties. Many legends say about ghosts, whose appearance is associated with a particular task. Some ghosts come back in order to bring retribution. Other ghosts come to correct their mistakes. Sometimes ghosts appear  to indicate someone hiding place, where they have hidden money or treasures.

Many scientists study ghosts, but nobody of them explains the reasons of their appearing. Ghost is a dead man, who is near people after his death. Maybe they are illusions. It is well known that in the clouds of smoke, blot on paper, cracks in the stone man can see images of objects. In contrast to hallucinations, optical illusions may be fixed by technical means[10].

Mirages can be regarded as a special case of illusion, with the difference that a witches observed an object is real. In legends it is said that the appearance of a ghost may be the result of repeated transmission of messages of any real, strange events from person to person. There are many examples: It was reported that London Underground is full of ghosts. One of the most famous stories tells that  ghost of Ann Naylor, murdered in 1758, who reportedly visited stations at night. People say they heard her cries echoed throughout the station.

There are many stories about ghosts appearing in the caves, underground engineering structures[11]. 

There are many legends about ghosts, which appeared in the caves, underground structures. The «incident of Lady Harris» is described in literature. A ghost lived in her house: a bearded figure. It looked for something in the bedroom. Lady Harris learht that a man with a long beard lived here before her. He used to tie his beard before going to bed with rubber band. So Lady Harris understood that ghost was looking for this band and put it on the table. In the morning she did not find that band and the ghost disappeared. 

Many films are devoted to ghosts and witches:

«Ghost» (USA)
«Secret ghost»
«Ghostbusters», «Ghostbusters 2» (USA)

 «Monsters» (USA)

«Poltergeist», «Poltergeist 2», «Poltergeist 3» (USA)

«Red Rose» (USA)

«The Haunting» (USA)

«House on the hill of ghosts» (USA)

«Other» (USA)

«The Blair Witch: course from the other world» (USA)

«Pulse» (USA)

«13 Ghosts» (USA)

«Silent Hill» (USA)

«Reporting» (Spain)

«Call», «Ring 2» (USA)

 «Spiral’», «Ring 0: Birth»(Japan)
«The Curse», «The Curse 2» 
Conclusion.

It was very interesting for me to work at my research. I have learnt much new information about ghosts in different cultures. As every nationality Komi-permians thought of their own devils. The most popular is «kul». There are many fairy-tales, legends, stories about them. Komi-permian writer V. Klimov described them in his books. He said that there are «Veris», «Vakul», «Susedko» and others. They can be angry and kind.

«Veris» looks like a komi-permian: he wears «shabur», and «lapti». He ia not angry, but shy and kind. Sometimes he helps people.

«Vakul» lives in the rivers. He has long smooth head, six eyes, six fingers in his hands. He appears only in the morning or in the evening. 

People are afraid of   «Vakul». It is said, that if you saw him, so unhappy things will happen.


There are many «Chud»: «karta chud», «banya chud», «guna chud». Russian «domovoi» lives in the dark places of the houses, under bed, armchair. Komi-permian «susedko» lives behind fireplace or under the floor. When people leave old house and go to live to a new house, so they invite him «Susedko», let,s go with us to a new house”. He looks like a man, but he is small and shaggy. There are kind and angry «susedko». Some of them help their masters to wash dishes, weave «lapti».


English ghosts live in the old castles and houses.

I think that I have achieved the aim of my research. All information  I have read, is interesting and useful. I am going to study traditions  and customs of our territory.  I want to know what traditions are still popular.
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