Crocodiles



Crocodiles appeared 220 million years ago and outlasted the dinosaurs. They survived asteroid rains and many climatic changes. These creatures were met in different appearances: from huge monstrous crocodiles which easily ate dinosaurs to the long- legged dwarf crocodiles which looked like dogs.

Crocodiles probably know the secret of success. They have been living for 220 million years and they continue to live in while many other creatures died long time ago.

There are a lot of secrets about the crocodiles so that I suggest you to know some fact about the crocodiles and the history of their existence on the Earth.

                             Some facts about the crocodiles:                                 

The word crocodile comes from the Ancient Greek and it means “Lizard”.

Crocodiles are large aquatic reptiles. Their height varies from 1 metre to 6 meteres. Their weight can be up to 2 tones. They live in rivers and lakes in the tropics of Asia, Africa, Australia and South and North America. They eat fish, reptiles and mammals.

Crocodiles are very fast over short distances, even out of water.

They have sharp teeth and powerful muscles that close the jaws and hold them shut. These jaws can bite down with great force. It’s the strongest bite of any animal.

                                                                                

The history of crocodiles:

They are believed to be 220 million years old. They existed at the times of dinosaurs. The dinosaurs died, but the crocodiles survived asteroid rains and different climate changes. 

In sands of the Sahara desert you can meet fossils of crocodiles which are not usual for us. The group of scientists found the fossils of crocodiles which lived 110-95 million years ago when the Sahara had rivers and marshes. 

The duckbilled crocodile.

This group of scientists found the most interesting animal-the duckbilled crocodile. It looked like the dog with its long legs and the shape of the body. It was named so because of its flat muzzle which looked like the beak of the duck. Its length was 1 meter. It had sharp teeth.
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Boar crocodile.

Not many creatures could fight with this crocodile. It was 6 meters high. It lived in the region of Nigeria. It had well developed jaws and 3 rows of sharp teeth. Probably this crocodile ate small dinosaurs and big fish. It had wide muzzle.
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Giant crocodile.

The fossils of the biggest crocodile were found in Africa. It weighed up to 10 tones; its length was 12 meters. It is twice more than the length of crocodiles nowadays. It was found in the Sahara Desert in 1940 by French scientist Albert Felix Lapparant. He found teeth and bones of this monster. It ate dinosaurs. Its jaws were stronger than the jaws of tyrannosaurus Rex.
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Pancake crocodile.

It was called so because of its flat head. Its jaws were about 1 meter long. It probably easily caught fish with such long jaws. 
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Dog crocodile.

It had short narrow muzzle and long legs. These helped the crocodile to run quickly if there was danger for it. But the most interesting thing is that the crocodile had short blunt teeth. So the scientists think that this crocodile was a vegetarian. Probably it ate branches and sticks of the trees.

Finally I should say that there was a great variety of crocodiles. There were huge crocodile monsters which ate dinosaurs and long legged crocodiles which looked like dogs. There were crocodiles vegetarians. They lived long time ago but some of them are alive now.

Let’s find the secret of crocodiles!
The secrets of survival.

After 220 million years there are not many kinds of crocodiles nowadays. All of them are predators now; all of them spend much time in water waiting for the victim.



But a long time ago the crocodiles lived on land and only some of them managed to live in water. Probably water helped them to survive because the climatic changes are not so strong in water.

The second thing is their digestive system. The crocodiles can live without food for nearly a year.

The third thing is their respiratory system. The crocodiles inhale from one airways and exhale from the others.

So you see that the survival of crocodiles was because of the complex of factors. But the only danger for crocodiles now is a man. People hunt the crocodiles because of the leather.
We should save the crocodiles because they are the oldest creatures on the Earth.
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