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The harvest

New words:
a cornfield – кукурузное поле
to spin (span, spun) – прясть, плести, заплетать
web – guess the meaning of this word
corn stalks – кукурузные ростки
to get fat – набрать вес
bug – жук
to be about to do something – собираться сделать что-то
to be amused – забавляться
you better get out… - Тебе бы лучше убраться
owner – владелец
knock down – постучать
row – ряд
mockingly – насмешливо
to evolve –  разрабатывать
to grin – скалить зубы
to disturb – беспокоить
roar – рев
an engine – мотор
THE HARVEST
There was once a spider who lived in a cornfield. He was a big spider and he had spun a beautiful web between the corn stalks. He got fat eating all the bugs that would get caught in his web. He liked his home and planned to stay there for the rest of his life.
One day the spider caught a little bug in his web, and just as the spider was about to eat him, the bug said, "If you let me go I will tell you something important that will save your life." The spider paused for a moment and listened because he was amused. "You better get out of this cornfield," the little bug said, "The harvest is coming!"
The spider smiled and said, "What is this harvest you are talking about? I think you are just telling me a story." But the little bug said, "Oh no, it is true. The owner of this field is coming to harvest it soon. All the stalks will be knocked down and the corn will be gathered up. You will be killed by the giant machines if you stay here."
The spider said, "I don't believe in harvests and giant machines that knock down corn stalks. How can you prove this?" The little bug continued, "Just look at the corn. See how it is planted in rows? It proves this field was created by an intelligent designer." The spider laughed and mockingly said, "This field has evolved and has nothing to do with a creator. Corn always grows that way." The bug went on to explain, "Oh no. This field belongs to the owner who planted it, and the harvest is coming soon." The spider grinned and said to the little bug, "I don't believe you," and then the spider ate the little bug for lunch.
A few days later, the spider was laughing about the story the little bug  had told him. He thought to himself, "A harvest! What a silly idea. I have lived here all of my life and nothing has ever disturbed me. I have been here since these stalks were just a foot off the ground, and I'll be here for the rest of my life, because nothing is ever going to change in this field. Life is good, and I have it made."
The next day was a beautiful sunny day in the cornfield. The sky above was clear and there was no wind at all. That afternoon as the spider was about to take a nap, he noticed some thick dusty clouds moving toward him. He could hear the roar of a great engine and he said to himself, "I wonder what that could be?"
Author Unknown
I. Cross the odd words:
1. A flower, a corn stalk, a bush, an apple tree, a bug
2. A cornfield, a meadow, a star
3. The sky, the Earth, the Moon, the Sun, a web
4. An ant, a worker, an owner, a spider, the harvest
II. Answer the questions:
1) Where did a spider live?
2) What had he spun?
3) Why did he get fat?
4) Did he plan to stay in the cornfield for a month or for the rest of his life?
5) Whom did the spider catch one day?
6) What did the bug say to the spider?
7) Did the spider believe the bug?
8) The spider ate the little bug for lunch, didn’t he?
9) What was the weather like the next day?
10) What did the spider notice?
11) What was it?

III. Write out the verbs in Passive Voice

IV. Choose the right answer
1) This story is about…
a) How the spider was pleased with his life.
b) How to work in the cornfield.
c) God loves every person on this earth.
2) The spider was fat because…
a) He ate a lot of bugs
b) He was very old
c) He slept all the time
3) The spider didn’t believe the bug because
a) The bug wasn’t his friend
b) He was stronger and bigger than the bug
c) He was thoughtless
4) The author of this parable shows the spider…
a) Full of pride
b) Silly
c) Lazy
5) The main idea of this parable is…
a) God loves every person on this earth and wants to save everyone
b) It’s nice to be as merry as а spider
c) World is for such strong creatures like this spider

V. Make up your own story illustrating the main idea of this parable.




Remember the Duck

New words:
slingshot – рогатка
hit the target – попасть в цель
get discouraged – быть
be grieved – быть огорченным
a woodpile – поленница дров
whisper – шёпот, шептать
can’t  stand  smth. – не выдержать что-либо
to confess – признаться
to give somebody a hug – обнять кого-либо
sweetheart  =  my dear
to forgive (forgave, forgiven) – прощать
slave – раб
REMEMBER THE DUCK
There was a little boy visiting his grandparents on their farm. He was given a slingshot to play with, out in the woods. He practiced in the woods, but he could never hit the target. Getting discouraged, he headed back to dinner. 
As he was walking back, he saw Grandma's pet duck. Just out of impulse, he let the slingshot fly, hit the duck square in the head and killed it. He was shocked and grieved. In a panic, he hid the dead duck in the woodpile, only to see his sister watching. Sally had seen it all, but she said nothing. 
After lunch that day Grandma said, "Sally, let's wash the dishes." But Sally said, "Grandma, Johnny told me he wanted to help in the kitchen today, didn't you Johnny?" And then she whispered to him, "Remember, the duck?" 
So Johnny did the dishes. Later Grandpa asked if the children wanted to go fishing, and Grandma said, "I'm sorry, but I need Sally to help me make supper." But Sally smiled and said, "Well, that's all right because Johnny told me he wanted to help." And she whispered again, "Remember, the duck?" Sally went fishing and Johnny stayed. 
After several days of Johnny doing both his chores and Sally's, he finally couldn't stand it any longer. He came to Grandma and confessed that he killed the duck. She knelt down, gave him a hug, and said "Sweetheart, I know. You see, I was standing at the window and I saw the whole thing. Butbecause I love you, I forgave you. 
But, I was just wondering how long would you let Sally make a slave of  you." 
Author Unknown
I. Translate  from Russian into English:
Ему дали рогатку; не мог попасть в цель; был шокирован; спрятал мёртвую утку; идти на рыбалку; больше не мог выдержать; я простила тебя; мне было интересно.

II. Answer the questions:
1) Where did the boy visit his grandparents?
2) What was he given?
3) He practiced in the woods, didn’t he?
4) Could he hit the target or not?
5) What happened when the boy was going back home?
6) Who saw it?
7) Did Sally begin to make a slave of her brother? How?
8) Finally Johnny couldn’t stand it any longer, could he?
9) Why did the boy come to his Grandma?
10) Did she forgive her grandson?
11) Can you forgive people? Is it easy or difficult to forgive people?

III. Choose the suitable statement to this parable:
1) The enemy comes to remind us of our past sins and wrong doings
2) Jesus Christ stands in the window and He sees everything and He is ready to forgive us
3) It’s ok about children to play with slingshots and kill birds in the woods
4) Brothers and sisters are not always friendly and kind in one and the same family

IV. Draw your own picture to illustrate the main idea of this story.

The richest man

New words:
landowner – землевладелец
an estate – поместье, владение
to ride (rode, ridden) around – объезжать, проверять
a tenant farmer – наёмный фермер (работник)
to be thankful for something – быть благодарным за что-либо
to snort – фыркать
nonsense – чушь, бред
a thorough examination – тщательное обследование
as strong and healthy as a horse – сильный и здоровый как конь
for assurance – для подстраховки, на всякий случай

THE RICHEST MAN

A rich landowner named Carl often rode around his vast estate so he could congratulate himself on his great wealth. One day, while riding around his estate on his favorite horse, he saw Hans, an old tenant farmer. Hans was sitting under a tree when Carl rode by. Hans said, "I was just thanking God for my food." Carl protested, "If that is all I had to eat, I wouldn't feel like giving thanks." Hans replied, "God has given me everything I need, and I am thankful for it."
The old farmer added, "It is strange you should come by today because I had a dream last night. In my dream a voice told me, 'The richest man in the valley will die tonight.' I don't know what it means, but I thought I ought to tell you." Carl snorted, "Dreams are nonsense," and galloped away, but he could not forget Hans' words: "The richest man in the valley will die tonight."
He was obviously the richest man in the valley, so he invited his doctor to his house that evening. Carl told the doctor what Hans had said. After a thorough examination, the doctor told the wealthy landowner, "Carl, you are as strong and healthy as a horse. There is no way you are going to die tonight."
Nevertheless, for assurance, the doctor stayed with Carl, and they played cards through the night. The doctor left the next morning and Carl apologized for becoming so upset over the old man's dream.
At about nine o'clock, a messenger arrived at Carl's door. "What is it?" Carl demanded. The messenger explained, "It's about old Hans. He died last night in his sleep."
Author Unknown

I. Fill in the blanks with the suitable letters:
sno_t, no_sense, a thoro_gh exami_ation, as str_ng and healt_y as a horse, 
to r_de around, an est_te

II. Translate from Russian into English:
поздравить самого себя, объезжать владения, любимая лошадь, быть благодарным за что-либо, фыркать, приглашать кого-либо, богатый землевладелец

III.  Answer the questions:
1) Whom did a wealthy landowner Carl meet one day?
2) For what did Hans thank God?
3) What dream did the old farmer have last night?
4) Why did Carl snort? 
5) Why did Carl invite the doctor?
6) What did the doctor say to Carl?
7)  The doctor stayed with Carl, didn’t he?
8) Was it a messenger or a doctor who arrived at Carl’s door at about 9 o’clock?
9) What did the messenger explain to Carl?

IV. Choose the suitable statement to this parable:
1) The main human’s aim is to be wealthy and rich in his soul.
2) To be rich is better than to be poor.
3) Rich and poor people are equal in God’s eyes.
4) Poor people are wiser and  cleverer.
5) Rich people must help poor people.

V. Retell the story.










The Cross

New words:
to be at the end of smb`s rope – быть в отчаянии 
a cross – крест
visible – видимый, заметный
way out – выход
to drop to knees – падать на колени
to bear – выносить, терпеть
to be filled with relief – чувствовать облегчение
tiny – крошечный
a far wall – дальняя стена
to whisper – шептать

THE CROSS

The young man was at the end of his rope. Seeing no way out, he dropped to his knees in prayer. "Lord, I can't go on," he said. "I have too heavy a cross to bear."
The Lord replied, "My son, if you can't bear its weight, just place your cross inside this room. Then, open that other door and pick out any cross you wish."
The man was filled with relief. "Thank you, Lord," he sighed, and he did as he was told.
Upon entering the other door, he saw many crosses; some so large the tops were not visible. Then, he spotted a tiny cross leaning against a far wall. "I'd like that one, Lord," he whispered.
The Lord replied, "My son, that is the cross you just brought in."
Author Unknown

I. Fill in the blanks with the suitable letters:
pra_er, be_r, wei_ht, reli_f, visi_le, t_ny, wh_sper.

II. Translate from English into Russian:
the end of his rope, no way out, to drop to knees, to bear a weight, to pick out, to be filled with relief, not visible

III. Answer the questions:
1) Where was the young man at the beginning of the story?
2) Why did the man drop to his knees in prayer?
3) What did the Lord say to him?
4) Did the man spot a tiny or a huge cross leaning against a far wall?

IV. Choose the suitable statement to this parable:
1) If there is no way out, you shouldn’t give up
2) We must be pleased with what we have and thank our God for everything
3) To choose the appropriate cross – is the main point
4) We mustn’t be pleased with what we have

V. Tell us the story relates the most to this parable.

The obstacle in our path

New Words:
an obstacle-препятствие
a boulder-валун
a merchant-купец 
a courtier-придворный
a peasant-крестьянин
a approach-приближаться
to push-толкать 
to strain-тянуть
to succeed-преуспевать,достигать цели
a purse-кошелёк
to contain-содержать,вмещать
to indicate-указать
an opportunity-возможность
to improve- улучшить
a condition-условие
a burden- ноша


THE OBSTACLE IN OUR PATH

In ancient times, a King had a boulder placed on a roadway. Then he hid himself and watched to see if anyone would remove the huge rock. 
Some of the king's wealthiest merchants and courtiers came by and simply walked around it. Many loudly blamed the king for not keeping the roads clear, But none did anything about getting the stone out of the way. 
Then a peasant came along carrying a load of vegetables. 
Upon approaching the boulder, the peasant laid down his burden and tried to move the stone to the side of the road. After much pushing and straining, he finally succeeded. 
After the peasant picked up his load of vegetables, he noticed a purse lying in the road where the boulder had been. 
The purse contained many gold coins and a note from the king indicating that the gold was for the person who removed the boulder from the roadway.
The peasant learned what many of us never understand. Every obstacle presents an opportunity to improve our condition. 

Author Unknown

I. Fill in the blanks with the suitable letters
obst_cle, su_ceed, pu_se , me_chant ,bo_lder, conta_n, o_portunity, impr_ve, cort_er.
II. Match the words
1) contain                                       a)make better
2) a merchant                                 b) chance
3) improve                                     c) a rich man
4) a boulder                                   d) a big stone 
5) an opportunity                           e) have
6) approach                                    f) come
III. Answer the following questions
1) What did a King have on a roadway?
2) Why did he hide himself?
3) How did some of the king’s merchants and courtiers pass by the boulder?
4) Did they get the stone out of the way?
5 Who came along one day?
6) What did the peasant do? 
7) What did the peasant notice in the place where the boulder had been?
8) The purse contained many gold coins and a note from the king, didn’t it?
9) Whom was the purse for?
10) What did the peasant understand?

IV. What is the main idea of this story
a) Those who work hard can become rich.
b) We must be optimistic even when we have problems in our life.
c) There are many big stones on the roads.
d) Peasants are very hard- working people.
V. Retell the story


The faithful preacher

New Words:
a preacher – проповедник
an occasion – случай, обстоятельство
area – территория
accidentally – случайно
change – сдача
to consider – полагать, считать
amount – количество
fare – плата за проезд
to accept – принимать
to keep quiet – быть спокойным
to worship – почитать, обожать
to step off – слезть с
to sell (sold, sold) - продавать

THE FAITHFUL PREACHER
Several years ago a preacher moved to Houston, Texas. Some weeks after he arrived, he had occasion to ride the bus from his home to the downtown area. When he sat down, he discovered that the driver had accidentally given him a quarter too much change.
As he considered what to do, he thought to himself, 'you better give the quarter back. It would be wrong to keep it'. Then he thought, 'Oh, forget it, it's only a quarter. Who would worry about this little amount? Besides, the bus company already gets too much fare; they will never miss it. Accept it as a gift from God and keep quiet.
When his stop came, he paused momentarily at the door, then he handed the quarter to the driver and said, "Here, you gave me too much change."
The driver with a smile, replied, "Aren't you the new preacher in town? I have been thinking lately about going to worship somewhere. I just wanted to see what you would do if I gave you too much change."
When my friend stepped off the bus, he literally grabbed the nearest light pole, and held on, and said, "O God, I almost sold your Son for a quarter."
Author Unknown
I. Match the words:
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1) to consider
2) a gift
3) to worship
4) to step off
5) Son
6) fare
7) preacher
a) to enjoy
b) to get off
c) God
d) a present
e) money
f) think
g) priest


II. Translate from Russian into English
подарок от Бога, слишком много сдачи, ехать на автобусе, подумал про себя, беспокоиться о …, небольшое количество, слишком большая плата, просто хотел посмотреть, я чуть не продал.
III. Answer the questions:
1) Where did a preacher move?
2) By what transport did he ride home one day?
3) What did he discover when he sat down?
4) Did he think to give the quarter back or keep it to himself?
5) What arguments did the preacher have for keeping the money to himself?
6) The honest priest handed the quarter to the driver, didn`t he?
7) What did the driver say to him?
8) What did the priest understand when he stopped off the bus?
9) Have you ever had the same situation? How did you behave?
10) Do you agree that “Honesty” is the best policy?
11) What is the main idea of this parable?
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