Nowadays, teenagers read mostly English literature. Recently, I began to read a lot too. And I also got interested in the question of whether English literature had any influence on the Russian one. I hope I am not the only person interested in the issue, so I decided to make a research on it. 

So, the aim of my research is to get general knowledge of the history of the English literature from the end of the VIIth century to the middle of the XXth century as well as to study the issue of influence of the English literature over the Russian one in different historical periods. I`ve used such methods as bibliographical analysis and comparative analysis. The beginning of the English literature is usually attributed to the beginning of Anglo-Saxon period. The most remarkable monument of ancient English poetry describes the events related to the first half of the VI century. The "Golden Age" of the Anglo-Saxon literature is before the Normandian invasion. In the middle of the XIII century the poetry of political and social protest appears. The greatest English writer of the XIV century was. Chaucer ends the Anglo-Norman era and opens a new history of English literature. Wycliffe and Chaucer are of interest to the Earth's human nature to the individual. The next century was marked with a great interest in the living folk poetry, which has existed since the XIII century. At the beginning of the XVI and XVII centuries there are two great books: "Utopia" by Sir Thomas More and «Novum Organum» by Francis Bacon. Thomas More is a typical representative of English humanism. His "Utopia" is a public organization, built accourding to the ideals of humanism. The work of Bacon is a book which encourages you to develop a positive thought. XVI century is the heyday of the English humanism. Classical literature and Italian poetry had a great influence on the English literature. Blossoming of the sonnet form was introduced by Thomas Wyatt and followed by Earl of Surrey and the other poets. The characteristic of the Renaissance pastoral novel gets a great distribution in England. One of the most famous novels of this kind, "Arcadia", was written by Philip Sidney.  But the most brilliant aspect of the English literature of the Renaissance is the theater. "Moralities"; "Interludes", "Mask” were especially popular. The formation of the English theater begins to influence the classic comedy and tragedy. In the era of Elizabeth I Theater reaches the peak. Most of the Elizabethan playwrights have originality and talent. But all of these names were blacked out by the name of Shakespeare. Shakespeare expressed the main trends of the Renaissance. He reflected almost all human passions. Let’s see: Shakespeare`s opponent, Ben Johnson, paid tribute to the classical theater. Shakespeare did not avoid the influence of classicism either. Romanticism did not exist in England in a form of a literary school as in the other countries. Nevertheless, the English literature distinguished a number of typical signs of romanticism in the early XIX century. It allows us to talk about the Romantic Movement in England. These features were: protest against classical rationalism, especially against the classical rules, contrasting them to the individual poetic liberty; further interest in the nation and its history, and interest in exotics. Nature was broad stream flowing into the English romantic poetry. Finally, revolutionary sentiments, passion for the French Revolution and political radicalism played an important role in the romantic period of the English poetry (take Robert Burns and Godwin, for instance). The so-called "Lake School" includes Wordsworth [1770-1850], Coleridge [1772-1834] and Souto [1774-1843]. They were dreamy, nature-loving poet of small events and contributed the images of patriarchal past contemplation and reverie. Byron, the greatest poet of the era, [1788-1824], was the representative of the romantic revolutionary aristocracy. Individualism, a sense of dissatisfaction, drive to the East and the exotic country, love of nature and solitude, dreams of the past, ruins and monuments - this is what makes the English Romantic poet Lord Byron. His friend Percy Bysshe Shelley [1792-1822], a brilliant lyrical poet, combines his poetry with the world of a fantastic romance of revolutionary protest against the emerging bourgeois-capitalist society. His wife, Mary Shelley, the author of "Frankenstein", was the first writer to bring up the question of the scientist’s responsibility.
Walter Scott [1771-1831] created the genre of the historical novel (consider “Ivanhoe” etc.), which could connect the credibility and realism with a rich romantic fiction. The social struggle between bourgeoisie and the working class becomes the main content of the English literature, and realism is its dominant form at that time.  Dickens [1812-1870] shows capitalists` greed, cruelty, ignorance and selfishness amazingly brightly, but his aim was to touch human hearts with the sight of suffering, and not to wake up hatred. Thackeray [1811-1863]`s  books are filled with pessimism and irritation. Kingsley [1819-1875] depicts the horrors of exploitation and need, but he supposes the Christian in socialism to be the solution. [slide 15]  Disraeli [1805-1881] was the leader of the Tories, depicting the vices of the bourgeois-aristocratic society in vivid colors. The poets like Thomas Hood [1799-1845] or Ebinezer Elliot [1781-1849] depict the workers` poverty and create the images of the workers in their poems. Individualism, pure art and the cult of sentiment are the distinctive features of literature throughout the century. However, the main issue of the era, which is the organization of society, plays an important role in literature as well. In the end of the century socialism becomes important too. John Ruskin [1819-1900] inspired a school of artists known as Pre-Raphaelites. Two famous representatives of the group are Rossetti [1828-1882] and William Morris [1834-1896], who were both looking for the ideals of beauty in the past centuries and wanted cause a social revolution. Tennyson [1809-1892], a poet of pure art, was free from motives of social struggle. Perhaps the most popular poet of this trend is Oscar Wilde [1856-1900], "the King aesthetes", who has created a "religion of beauty". Continuing industrial growth introduces a new issue in the literature - urbanism, machinism. H.G. Wells [1868-1946] is an author of fiction novels, who steeped in pathos technique, which portrays the wonders of the industry. Imperialism and chauvinism find their reflection in the literary works of Rudyard Kipling [1865-1936], one of the most talented writers of the nationalists. Another phenomenon is a reaction against machinism causing a renaissance in literature, religious movements, impulses to theosophy, spiritualism, occultism, etc. We can find features of romantic symbolism in the works of Yeats [1865-1939], the representative of the so-called "Celtic Revival". Another form of protest against machinism was nietzscheanism, the cult of power, all those modernist ideas which influence is not difficultly grasped in the works of Robert Louis Stevenson [1850-1894] and George Moore [1852-1933]. The same hostility to the industrial century has generated a stream of pessimism in the English literature among those writers who could not reconcile machinism with equanimity. James Thomson [1834-1882], Thomas Hardy [1848-1928] and Joseph Conrad [1856-1913], are the greatest poets of the movement. James Barry [1860-1937], who portrayed Scottish farmers` everyday life; Conan Doyle [1859-1930], who was a renowned author of historical novels and police and several other less significant authors complete the activity of the senior group of contemporary writers. One of the influential movements of the second half of the XXth century was the “Angry young men” movement, which included Graham Greene, Iris Murdoch, William N Golding, Harold Pinter, Doris Lessing and some of the others. A new genre was born, called “anti-utopia”, which main aim was to warn people about the dangers of totalitarianism and everything connected with it. Detective turned out to be quite a successful genre as well as science fiction. J. R.R. Tolkien, whose books marked the birth of another new genre - fantasy – had a lot of followers all over the world, but none of them reached the founder’s level. The influence of English literature over the Russian one was strong enough in the XVIII century. Ideas, provided by the English literature of the XVIII century, were reflected in the Russian one mainly in two directions, or, rather, in the two branches of literary activity: in journalism and theater. Sometime between 1709 and 1714 Addison began publishing satirical weeklies. Between 1769 and 1774 similar satirical journals in began to be issued in Russia. These magazines, like their English models, were published not by a higher education class, but for the average urban society. In Russia in the XVIII century bourgeois drama was very successful. The reason for this is likely to be found in the fact that these dramas, like the English model, draw a scene of people close to the Russian society. Even before this time, some of the English literature has been translated into Russian: take Dmitrevsky, Naryshkin, Verevkina, Kheraskov and many others for instance. First atempts to translate Shakespeare’s works were made at this time as well. But the enormous influence of English literature at the Russian was in the era of romanticism, (consider Byron, Walter Scott, Pushkin, Lermontov and others). Through this work I learned a lot about English literature and its influence on the Russian writers. It was quite interesting to have a look at the history of development of literature. Concerning the ways to carry on with the research, I think it would be a good idea to have a look at one of the periods or one of the genres or even one of the literary movements more closely.
