Фестиваль исследовательских и творческих работ учащихся «Портфолио»

Государственное общеобразовательное учреждение

средняя школа № 368 с углубленным изучением английского  языка

Fashion – an eternal need or a momentary impulse?
                                                                            Автор исследовательской работы:

                                                          Конюхова Светлана Петровна,

                                      ученица 9а класса

                                                                                 Руководитель исследовательской работы:

                                                            Малиновская Анна Валерьевна,

                                                     учитель английского языка

                                                    Санкт-Петербург 2011

Content

1. Introduction 

2. Fashion through history
3. Modern fashion 

4. What is the fashion for us? 

5. Opinion poll 

      6.   Conclusions 

     Let me introduce myself. My full name is Konuhova Svetlana Petrovna. I represent school №368 of Saint-Petersburg  this year and I hope to continue my work in future. So, it wasn’t easy to come up with a theme for my research . There are many different things and topics in our life which are interesting to discuss.  And in my opinion I chose  an actual and a cognitive one.  First of all I thought about the inner world of people and how it is expressed externally. That’s why I decided to make a research in the sphere of fashion. I’m very interested in fashion and try to follow it. I have always wanted to find out and understand why fashion had had such a big influence on the life of people for many years and especially nowadays. Another thing that I was thinking about was the  question if the conception of fashion had changed through the ages or it had remained the same in different time and how people choose and follow the style of clothes, footwear and accessories in their life. So the name of my research is “Fashion – an eternal need or a momentary impulse?” In my view this theme is actual in our time because I can’t imagine any person who never thinks about fashion in any form and it doesn’t matter in what way (positive or negative) he or she pretends it.
The subject of the research - sociological and socio-philosophical conception of fashion.
The object of the research - changes in fashion and lifestyle, reflecting structural changes in society at modern period of time.
The aim of the research - to identify and explain features of the relationship between fashion and style of  life in modern society.

The tasks of the research  -

1. Study the theoretical materials about influence of fashion on people 

2.  Find out the role of fashion in people’s lives nowadays

3. Hold some opinion polls with people of different ages to find out the attitude of modern people to fashion
4. Analyze the results of the opinion polls and form the  conception of fashion nowadays
The plan of the research

1. Survey  the information (books, periodicals, Internet) connected with fashion in the past and now 

2. Opinion poll held with people of different ages
3. Combining the theoretical information about fashion with my own ideas and analyzing the results of the opinion polls in order to give the answer to the main question of the research.

4. Making conclusion
1. Introduction
     First of all let’s look at the definition of the “fashion”. Fashion - it's probably  the most popular topic now.  If we go past the stall with magazines and newspapers  what do we see? «Glamour», «Burda», «Shopping Guide», «Cosmopolitan» ... all about one thing - fashion. Recently I came across this word so often that I really wanted to know its true meaning. “ Fashion references to anything that is the current trend in look and dress up of a person. The more technical term, costume, has become so linked in the public eye with the term "fashion" that the more general term "costume" has in popular use mostly been relegated to special senses like fancy dress or masquerade wear, while the term "fashion" means clothing generally, and the study of it. For a broad cross-cultural look at clothing and its place in society, refer to the entries for clothing, costume and fabrics. The remainder of this article deals with clothing fashions in the Western world.”[1]   For centuries individuals or societies have used clothes and other body adornment as a form of nonverbal communication to indicate occupation, rank, gender, sexual availability, locality, class, wealth and group affiliation. Fashion is a form of free speech.  It not only embraces clothing, but also accessories, jewellery, hairstyles, beauty and body art. What we wear and how and when we wear it, provides others with a shorthand to subtly read the surface of a social situation.
      And also we can find a quotation: “Fashion is not something that exists in dresses only. Fashion is in the sky, in the street, fashion has to do with ideas, the way we live, what is happening,” said Coco Chanel.
     After getting all these ideas we can conclude that fashion is an art. Fashion - it's an endless list of victims. Fashion is a lifestyle.  Fashion - it is a philosophy. Fashion - it's shocking. And fashion industry – is Business! Fashion - it's a controlled epidemic.                                                                                                                 Fashion has been with us in one form to  another since the beginnings of time. It’s interesting to look back through history and see how fashion trends have changed. While many people might think fashion to be frivolous, it’s really a mirror of what our society wants to portray at any particular time. Fashion is already a part  of our daily life. We adopt our fashion style depends on the weather or seasons occurred.     The effect of fashion in our life gives us the benefit of getting into something new. Through fashion we are re-establish new line of our culture. We invent new knowledge of redefining ourselves. An effect of regenerating new trends of lifestyle and building new generations of people through Fashion. Fashion impost what we wear whatever is in season. Fashion, like a civilization, is heritage. It always combines numerous ideas and influences of the previous fashion notions. Our "today"  was called "tomorrow" yesterday  and tomorrow it will become "yesterday". During this evolutional process something is being lost, but something is being found thanks to combining and reforming. Most of all fashion is connected with clothes. So, fashion embraces all areas of our life. Car fashion, furniture fashion, books' fashion, science - this list can be continued. For example, fashionable details appeared when the first automobile was invented. Fashion, as an art, is international. Due to fashion people of different nationalities and different views have an opportunity to find much in common. Fashion welcomes heartily Russian sarafan, Japanese kimono and American cowboy's suit. The age-old traditions of different nationalities are successfully combined in fashion. It is clear, that fashion is one of the most perspective areas of cooperation for different people.
2. Fashion through history
         After that it is  necessary to find out some information connected with historical features of fashion.  We’ll follow the idea that global historical  events that happened at different time formed fashion styles and people’s opinions about fashion.
      The realm of fashion design, by its sheer glamour and grace, has always been exciting and intriguing. When we talk of fashion design, it implies a form of art that incorporates the nuances of creating clothes and accessories.

     The history of fashion design can be traced back to the beginning of the19th century when the designs were the product of the dresses worn in the royal courts. Eventually, Charles Frederick Worth, the first fashion designer, set up his first fashion house in Paris. Worth's success was such that he was able to dictate to his customers what they should wear, instead of following their lead as earlier dressmakers had done. His designs greatly influenced the people and they labeled them as the designs of the "House Of Worth." As the result, a designer became synonymous with a particular brand.
     It was during this period that many design houses began to hire artists to sketch or paint designs for garments. The images alone could be presented to clients much more cheaply than by producing an actual sample garment in the workroom. If the client liked the design, they ordered it and the resulting garment made money for the house. Thus, the tradition of designers sketching out garment designs instead of presenting completed garments on models to customers began as an economy.

     Another important designer who made a significant contribution to the evolution of the fashion was Paul Poi Ret. He blended the classical style consisting of aesthetic dressing with Paris fashion. Other important designers of this age were Patou, Vionnet, Fortuny, Lanvin and Chanel.
     The great couturière Coco Chanel was a major figure in fashion at the time, as much for her magnetic personality as for her chic and progressive designs. Chanel helped popularize the bob hairstyle, the little black dress, and the use of jersey knit for women's clothing and also elevated the status of both costume jewelry and knitwear.

     The period between the two World Wars, often considered to be the Golden Age of French fashion, was one of great change and reformation. Carriages were replaced by cars, princes and princesses lost their crowns, and haute couture found new clients in the ranks of film actresses, American heiresses, and the wives and daughters of wealthy industrialists.

     Throughout the 20th century, Paris remained the world's fashion hub, with countries such as the US and Britain openly aping  French designs. The post World War era saw the emergence of other countries as the centers of fashion and Paris ceased to be the sole influential factor. The rising British fashion industry brought a new range of street fashion focusing mainly on the young consumers.

     Later, American designers such as Calvin Klein And Ralph Lauren came to the fore with their sportswear and made it a style statement. Today, fashion designs can be categorized into two main categories. The haute couture is designed for individual customers. The other category is the ready-to-wear collection. While the former is based on certain themes and is more for creating a style statement, the latter is meant for the masses.

     The mid-90s saw the emergence of a new breed of designers who redefined traditional concepts. They looked at fashion from a new angle, creating their own new concepts.
    During the late 20th century, fashions began to criss-cross international boundaries with rapidity. Popular Western styles were adopted all over the world, and many designers from outside of the West had a profound impact on fashion. Synthetic materials such as Lycra, Spandex, and viscose became widely-used, and fashion, after two decades of looking to the future, once again turned to the past for inspiration.
      In the 2000s, as the future began to seem increasingly bleak, fashion, and indeed the Arts in general, looked to the past for inspiration, arguably more so than in previous decades. Vintage clothing, especially from the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s (the 1980s idea of clashing, electric colours becoming especially popular in mid-late 2007) became extremely popular and fashion designers often sought to emulate bygone styles in their collections. The early 2000s saw a continuation of the minimalist look of the 1990s in high fashion. Later on, designers began to adopt a more colorful, feminine, excessive, and 'anti-modern' look. Name brands became of particular importance among young people and many celebrities launched their own lines of clothing. Tighter fit clothing and longer hair became mainstream for many men and women.

     Thus, the world of fashion design has witnessed a steady evolution over the years and has been the by-product of the sincere efforts of many of the top designers.

3. Modern fashion
     However we live in the modern world with its rapid  changes, economic problems and complicated relations between people we still think about  what clothes to wear every day or what to put on going to the party. So let’s introduce some ideas about fashion nowadays.
      Fashion nowadays is many things at a time. Some people flaunt the brands of their clothes and consider it fashion. While some people wear torn trousers and consider it fashion. So instead of doing such crazy things one can be simple and get differentiated when everyone is following the same. After all fashion is getting differentiated and make smart move of dressing from the on flowing trend. Fashion undoubtedly is needed to survive and helps in making statement. There are many places across the globe, that various fashions/ lifestyles are followed. Similarly, in India there are different folks with different lifestyles and within them  different fashion is followed. It is very important to have your own fashion statement.     Fashion doesn't stops at a young or college level but also nowadays it matters most in corporate world also. So in both  cases it is very much important to get differentiated. It is very important to consider one thing “Fashion is not what others were, but it is that you wear”.
4. What is  fashion for us?

     Fashion is always relevant and I think it is useful to talk about it. As well as the legacy  it passed on from generation to generation, but it changes its forms. Many people don’t recognize the fashion, but it is obvious that today there are many fashion houses, designers, shows, trends. And to ignore the influence of fashion is unreal. It’s impossible not to notice the reflection of  mode in life. From clothing to handle design it exists. Mode can be divided into ages and years in which there are recognizable features of the concrete  time. So I wondered if it was true for people.
        At different ages we have various interests, tastes and fashion. But definitely fashion influences our life making it a diverse more beautiful. And I decided to conduct a study to find out what  fashion is for people of different views. By the survey to ascertain the views of people and make appropriate conclusions. With the help of the opinion poll I hope to get the answer to the main question of my research   So I want to know people's opinions about fashion and find out their attitude to fashion in order to prove its necessity and form the conception of fashion in modern society.
5. Opinion poll
    So I went to the polls in which the plan is to find out what  fashion is and what it means to people nowadays. That’s why I asked the people from my surroundings. In my survey 65 people from school age to 45 years were involved.  I formulated four questions.
     1. What is fashion?
     In fact, the answers to this question was a large number and these are  the most common ones: clothes, art and culture. 
     By this issue I found out the most popular fashion values and accordingly in these areas, fashion is one of the main links.
     2. In your opinion  is fashion a general trend or an individual view?
     The survey showed that the mode is a general phenomenon. You perceives it yourself but follow the established fashion and trend.
      3. How does fashion influence your life? Do you follow fashion?

      This issue was not an option and I chose few responses. For some people fashion is breath. Reading monthly magazines about fashion and style events they learning to choose appropriate clothes, get in touch with the latest events and news. Turns of fashion are the news that is so pleasant to know. People try to keep up with fashion and follow the designers and stylists. They help to care  and learn  simple but interesting things, which you can do yourself.

     Here I also want to express my own opinion. As for me, fashion is a source of information about what is happening in the world. I love to watch shows and analyze the aesthetics of the designers, each has something special and unique that appeals to me. The originality and the avant-garde main criteria for me. I have my own style I do not dress as a cover girl but this does not mean that I'm not a trendy person.
     4. Is fashion an eternal need or a momentary impulse? Why?
     The answers to the main question of this research showed  the results that will help to formulate the conception of fashion in modern society. There is no consensus about fashion  and my main question got almost 50 to  50 results. Everyone has his opinion on fashion and its value. People always tried to be perfect, so that’s why   fashion was born  and yet we want to achieve the ideals. Fashion  takes place in society and still influences people’s thoughts. 
6. Conclusion
     Of course, I should understand that the results of the opinion polls that I held couldn’t  show the most objective situation in fashion nowadays, because I asked not many people, not people of all ages and I worked only with people from my native country Russia. But the results I’ve got are important too  and can show some features of tendency that exist in modern society. All of this helped me to find out the attitude of modern people to fashion and helped to form the conception of fashion nowadays.
      The opinion polls showed that people's opinions at the expense of fashion are  rather contradictive. Many of the negative talks about it is called an epidemic. Others perceive it as an upgrade.
     One of the mechanisms regulating the structure of socio-cultural relations is the fashion. 

     Fashion belongs to the category of phenomena that is often considered as emerging based on random of  intersections not controlled by any rational factors.

     There is no single opinion on fashion. Fashion has always existed  making  our culture, we can not take fashion seriously, but it has no small role in the life of each person.
     And in conclusion I want to say that the theme of fashion is immortal. It raised from immemorial time. Fashion shows the time and our real society. It reflects people’s joy and troubles, their soul experiences and great thoughts. Changing constantly  it updates the spiritual life and gives rise to new ideas. I admire creative people due to which there is the industry of fashion. The conception  of modern fashion in our society  is its variety of  forms. The main idea of the current fashion – to be free and independent, appreciate the convenience and comfort. Modern fashion can be praised, you can criticize it, but be sure that as it can be. You rarely find a person who will remain indifferent to fashion. Today's fashion is  truly unique. It provides individual freedom, destroys the basic framework of fashion trends and does not force anyone to a particular image.
     Finally in the end I confirm  everything that was discussed in my research gives me an opportunity to answer the question that was raised in my project work. Fashion is an eternal need which was, is and, maybe, will be together with humanity forever.
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