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Limericks are certainly not a modern invention. In fact, they are so old; nobody is quite sure how they started. To our mind the strongest and the most convincing point of view is that Irishmen began writing verses in rather peculiar way. It was about 800 AD. They did not have jokes in them in those days but they all had five lines and they all went with a swing when you said them. We would like to draw your attention that nobody knows for sure why a limerick is called limerick, but it is also the name of one of the most famous town in Ireland. Looking deeper into information about limericks we have found that Irish soldiers sang the popular song “Will you come to Limerick?” In fact, a good limerick is not an easy thing to write. When you read them, you might think they are simple to invent, but they are not because there are rules you have to stick to. A limerick is composed of five lines, with lines one, two and five being longer than the third and fourth lines. That seems easy enough. However, there are strict rules that must be followed in the construction of these lines. The keyword is metre (meter). In a sense, the metre is the beat or the rhythm of the lines. Limericks are meant to be funny. They contain hyperbole, onomatopoeia, idioms, puns and other figurative devices. The last line of a good limerick contains the punch line or heart of the joke. As you work with limericks, remember to have pun, we mean fun! Say the following limericks out loud and clap to the rhythm. Limericks should generally follow proper rules of grammar and usage, with word orders as natural as possible. Of course, speech can be substandard; pretentious, stilted etc., when appropriate to the speaker. Punctuation should be standard, except for the first words of lines being capitalized. This genre can and does take more low usages than other form of poetry.
One of the first complete books of limericks to be published was called “A book of Nonsense”. It was published in 1846 and the author was Edward Lear.
What is a Limerick?
1. Five lines 

2. Lines one, two, and five MUST each have exactly three metric feet

3. The metric feet MUST be anapests ( da da DUM ) although the leading foot of each line may be an iamb ( da DUM) and the last foot of each line may have a trailing unaccented syllable ( da da DUM da).  The classic Limerick is consistent in the use of iambs and trailing unaccented syllables, but this is not mandatory in recreational Limericks.

4. Lines one, two, and five MUST rhyme

5. A good Limerick will have a clever, unanticipated punch line as line five

6. A good Limerick will not be insipid or pointless

7. A good Limerick often has puns, word play, eccentric spelling, or some other witty feature

Any nonsense poem that lacks five lines, thirteen metric feet, or the aabba rhyme pattern is simply not a Limerick.  It might be a sing-song or a la-de-da, but it's not a Limerick. 

History

[image: image3.jpg]



The history of Limerick , stretches back to its establishment by the Vikings as a walled city on King's Island (an island in the River Shannon) in 812, and its charter in 1197.

A great castle was built on the orders of King John in 1200. It was besieged three times in the 17th century, resulting in the famous Treaty of Limerick and the flight of the defeated Catholic leaders abroad. Much of the city was built during the following Georgian prosperity, which ended abruptly with the Act of Union in 1800. The depression was to last nearly two centuries, through the Great Irish Famine (1845-1849), Irish War of Independence, and neutrality emergency of the second world war, until the economic boom from the 1990s until 2008. Today the city has a growing multicultural population.
Limerick's early history is virtually undocumented, other than by the oral tradition, because the vikings were diligent in destroying Irish public records. William Camden wrote that the Irish had been zealous about their antiquity since the deluge and were ambitious to memorialise important events for posterity. The earliest provable settlement dates from 812;however, history suggests the presence of earlier settlements in the area surrounding King's Island, the island at the historical city centre. Antiquity's map-maker, Ptolemy, produced in 150 the earliest map of Ireland, showing a place called "Regia" at the same site as King's Island. History also records an important battle involving Cormack mac Airt in 221 and a visit by St. Patrick in 434 to baptise a  king, Carthann the Fair. Saint Munching, the first bishop of Limerick died in 652, indicating the city was a place of some note. In 812 Danes sailed up the Shannon and pillaged the town, burned the monastery of Mungret but were forced to flee when the Irish attacked and killed many of their number.
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Edward Lear
The limerick form was popularized by Edward Lear in his first Book of Nonsense (1845) and a later work (1872) on the same theme. Lear wrote 212 limericks, mostly nonsense verse. It was customary at the time for limericks to accompany an absurd illustration of the same subject, and for the final line of the limerick to be a kind of conclusion, usually a variant of the first line ending in the same word.

The following is an example of one of Edward Lear's limericks.

There was a Young Person of Smyrna

Whose grandmother threatened to burn her*; 

But she seized on the cat,

and said 'Granny, burn that!

You incongruous old woman of Smyrna!' 

 (Lear's limericks were often typeset in three or four lines, according to the space available under the accompanying picture.)

Form
The standard form of a limerick is a stanza of five lines, with the first, second and fifth usually rhyming with one another and having three feet of three syllables each; and the shorter third and fourth lines also rhyming with each other, but having only two feet of three syllables. The defining "foot" of a limerick's meter is usually the anapaest, (ta-ta-TUM), but limericks can also be considered amphibrach (ta-TUM-ta).

The first line traditionally introduces a person and a place, with the place appearing at the end of the first line and establishing the rhyme scheme for the second and fifth lines. In early limericks, the last line was often essentially a repeat of the first line, although this is no longer customary.

Within the genre, ordinary speech stress is often distorted in the first line, and may be regarded as a feature of the form: "There was a young man from the coast;" "There once was a girl from Detroit…" Legman takes this as a convention whereby prosody is violated simultaneously with propriety. Exploitation of geographical names, especially exotic ones, is also common, and has been seen as invoking memories of geography lessons in order to subvert the decorum taught in the schoolroom; Legman finds that the exchange of limericks is almost exclusive to comparatively well-educated males, women figuring in limericks almost exclusively as "villains or victims". The most prized limericks incorporate a kind of twist, which may be revealed in the final line or lie in the way the rhymes are often intentionally tortured, or both. Many limericks show some form of internal rhyme, alliteration or assonance, or some element of word play.

Verses in limerick form are sometimes combined with a refrain to form a limerick song, a traditional humorous drinking song often with obscene verses.

Chastushka – Russian Limerick
Chastúshka or chastooshka, a type of traditional Russian folk poem, is a single quatrain in trochaic tetrameter with an abab, abcb or (less frequently) aabb rhyme scheme. (As an English-language example, the famous quatrain that begins "Lizzie Borden took an axe..." is also in trochaic tetrameter, and therefore could be considered analogous to a "chastushka.") Usually humorous, satirical, or ironic in nature, chastushkas are often put to music as well, usually with balalaika or accordion accompaniment. The rigid, short structure (and, to a lesser degree, the type of humor used) parallels the poetic genre of limericks in British culture. The name originates from the Russian word (chastít' ), meaning "to speak fast".

Chastuskas cover a very wide spectrum of topics, from lewd jokes to political satire, including such diverse themes as love songs and Communist propaganda. During Soviet times, the government even published large collections of "ideologically correct" chastushkas.

Sometimes several chastushkas occur in sequence to form a song. In fact, in Russian, this type of song is referred to as just the plural chastúshkas. After each chastuska, there is a full musical refrain without lyrics to give the listeners a chance to laugh without missing the next one. Originally chastushkas were a form of folk entertainment, not intended to be performed on stage. Often they are sung in turns by a group of people. Sometimes they are used as a medium for a back-and-forth mocking contest. Improvisation is highly valued during chastuska singing.

The last foot of a chastushka line is often a single stressed syllable rather than a full trochee, but no other structural variations are generally allowed. Due in part to this rigid structure, the tune used to sing them is standardized, but varies among different regions of Russia. A popular example is the tune of The Yaroslavl Guys), the signature tune of the folkloric vocal band by that name. In fact, the Yaroslavl region has been famous for its chastushkas since long ago.

How to write a Limerick?
●    Choose a Title. In most poetry, you want to write the poem and then decide upon a title. Limericks are usually different. Limericks tend to be based on the title. So choosing the title first is key. Since limericks tend to be humorous you'll want to choose something you find funny.

●   Keep in mind, a true Limerick is usually something obscene, but if you are writing with children in mind, you may want to keep the obscenity out of it. But you can be naughty without being obscene.

●   The title of our limerick will be "Bodily Functions."

●   Introduce a character. The first line of the poem should introduce a character.

"There once was a girl from Belize,"

●   Define a state of being. The second line of the poem will put this character into a state of being, either an action or though. This line should also rhyme with the first line.

"She'd do anything that you please."

●   Perform an action. The third line of the poem has the character performing or starting to perform an action. This line should avoid rhyming with the first two.

"She said with chagrin,"

●   Complete the action. The fourth line of the poem will complete the started action, or in some cases performs a second action. This line should rhyme with the third line.

"As she wiped off her chin,"

●   Throw the Punch Line. The fifth line completes the poem. This is the joke that has been set up. This line should rhyme with the first two lines.

"'Here's a tissue the next time you sneeze!'"

●   Review. Does this poem follow all the rules of limericks?

There once was a girl from Belize,
She'd do anything that you please.
She said with chagrin,
As she wiped off her chin,
"Here's a tissue the next time you sneeze!"

Conclusion
We told you about limericks. So for now you can write them yourself, and you found out about their history. It’s not difficult to write them, you should just have a little bit fantasy. 

Appendix
There are some limericks written by Irina Belyaeva
There once was a witch named  Stirvella,

And she taught the children not well.

And she taught the children not well.

She was wicked and angry one,
She wanted find or buy a gun.
And the children disliked this Stirvella. 

There once was a guy named Tommy,

And he composed a funny story.

The story was about whale,

And it has eaten it’s own tail.

Everybody liked this story.

There once was a little Panda,

And it wears every day Prada.

It spent for brand a lot of money,

So for now it cannot buy any honey.

A little hungry and poor Panda.

There once was a pretty day,

But the clouds in the sky were grey.

The sun had a big power,

But it wanted to take a shower.
So that day it was a hard rain.

There once was a creature named Dobby,

And it had an interesting hobby.

It liked playing with some tiny mice,

And it made them eating the rice.
So strange that Dobby had hobby.

There once was a boy named Rolf,

And he liked playing golf.

But one day he threw the ball

And it broke a house wall.

So now he doesn’t play golf.

One day was a long snake,

It wanted to eat a cake.

But the cake was in the fridge,

And the snake was on the bridge.

So the snake can’t take the cake.

There once was a one good man,

His name was saying Stan.

He was looking a bit like a pie,

And he had some doughnut on his tie.

So the children called him Big Ben.

Limerick +  

(written by Irina Belyaeva)
Stan
There once lived a little man,
His simple name was Stan,
He liked eating rice
And some tasty apple pies.
He was never sad,
But a little bit fat.
He loved himself a lot,
"My face is lovely" -, he thought.
He looked in the mirror so often,
That his thoughts sometimes became awful:
"I'm the beautiful one,
I should have the crown,
All people should be my servants."
So one morning he woke up,
He was looking like an awful duck,
He was as ugly as can be frog.
And his face was a piece of pork.
At first he was very afraid,
And then he cried:
"Who has made it?!"
Nobody opened his mouth,
They prefer to stay quiet as mouse.
Stan never was angry like now,
He was running like a rude, crazy cow.
"His face was terrible, yes" -
-Everyone, who was there, says.
And that day he could understand,
How should he his time spend.
Not looking at the mirror all day,
But play with children all May.
Talk to people and help them sometimes,
Wake up and look at sun rise.
That day he had understood,
That nothing can make a bad mood.
He should live, live all his life,
And he should his life way drive.
Literature
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Looking deeper into information about limericks we have found that Irish soldiers sang the popular song “Will you come to Limerick?” In fact, a good limerick is not an easy thing to write. When you read them, you might think they are simple to invent, but they are not because there are rules you have to stick to. A limerick is composed of five lines, with lines one, two and five being longer than the third and fourth lines. That seems easy enough. However, there are strict rules that must be followed in the construction of these lines. The keyword is metre (meter). In a sense, the metre is the beat or the rhythm of the lines. Limericks are meant to be funny. They contain hyperbole, onomatopoeia, idioms, puns and other figurative devices. The last line of a good limerick contains the punch line or heart of the joke. As you work with limericks, remember to have pun, we mean fun! Say the following limericks out loud and clap to the rhythm. Limericks should generally follow proper rules of grammar and usage, with word orders as natural as possible. Of course, speech can be substandard; pretentious, stilted etc., when appropriate to the speaker. Punctuation should be standard, except for the first words of lines being capitalized. This genre can and does take more low usages than other form of poetry.
One of the first complete books of limericks to be published was called “A book of Nonsense”. It was published in 1846 and the author was Edward Lear. We can find limericks even in the plays of great Shakespeare “Othello”, “King Lear”. These humorous poems with five lines, the first two rhyming with the last are among, the merits of William Shakespeare plays. We’d like to pay your attention that his humor was based on absurd situations in these limericks.
Here are some examples of limericks.

There was a young lady of Niger,
Who smiled as she rode on a tiger;
They returned from the ride
With the lady inside,
And the smile on the face of the tiger!

There was an old man with a beard
Who said, «It is just as I feared
Two owls and a hen
Four larks and a wren
Have all built their nests in my beard!

The teacher is here and there,
Her sounds are perfectly rare;
She teaches us to breathe
Under metronome rhythm,
And her marks are always «fair».

It’s true that the session has come.
I’m singing the Limerick Psalm.
And if the Good Lord
Hears my word,
Will he help me to pass my exam.
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