Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen!

Let me introduce myself. I`m Victoria Ilyina, a war correspondent. And my duty is to focus on the international events. The Great Patriotic War. The second World War II. Millions of people all over the world looking forward to the latest news. Every day, every minute I did my best to find the words, which could reach the very heart of the Soviet reader. I really hope that my articles could encourage the workers,making planes and tanks and inspire the soldiers getting prepared for hard battles. Well, it`s difficult to believe indeed that only a few yeas ago the Second World War finished… Now, speaking to the Soviet people, I realize that they sometimes don`t know anything about the importance of the English help in that war. That`s why I`ve decided to devote my report to the British and Soviet sailors.
As a matter of fact, the assistance of G.Britan during the Second World War wasn`t only reflected by the press, but it was also given in different spheres. So, I asked General Semyon Mikhailovich Ermakov: «what do you think about the assistance of G.Britain as our ally?». He remembered everything: «It is two months that the War broke out. The Baltic areas, Belorussia, western Ukraine have already been lost. German troops are close to Leningrad  and are approaching Moscow. 

Meanwhile, in Arkhangelsk the streets are surprisingly full of dressed up citizens, orchestras are playing loud music, banners are flying in the air, where you could read the words « You are welcome». It was quite strange that the greeting was written in English. The explanation was unexpectedly simple: on the 21 of August 1941. The first British convoy with strategic cargo and war techniques arrived to support the Red Army. S.M. Ermakov also recalled the parcels with bitter chocolate bars,  famous tins with meat received by his soldiers defending Leningrad. The parcels which were so important for the troops to survive.
During our meeting my English collegue John Smith quoted Churchille, who once said « We`re going to fight against fashist Germany together with the Soviet Union as long as we are alive and have enough strength»

In general, The Soviet and British troops participated in sea battles together. So, in my opinion, the raid of each ship during the war was s heroic deed. I`d like to give you some examples of heroism of both Soviet and British seamen.

On the 14th of February 1943 it happened to caravan JW-53. A bomb hit the ship «Dover Hill», but didn`t explode. The Russian headquarters were ready to send them a sapper if the English were able to lift the bomb aboard. The captain lined all the crew on the stern and called volunteers for saving the ship. 19 people, including the captain formed the group to make the bomb harmless. Their further destiny seemed evident. They hardly had the chance to survive. We`ll never know what they told one another on the « Dover Hill». In spite of the fact, that they didn`t have any special equipment and there was a bomb raid, that bomb was raiced, made harmless and the ship rescued and delivered to Murmansk to be repared.
Now, I`d like to remember another war episode connected with Convoy PQ-17. Its people heroically died. This is how it happened. The German headquarters found out that the convoy had set out, and three days later the caravan was discovered by the German reconnaissance aircraft. Air bombing started. Anyway, the task was fulfilled. The seamen were not even awarded posthumously. It was only the writer V.Piqule who described the battle in his novel « The Requiem to caravan PQ-17», and several articles were published in some Murmansk newspapers. Nothing more was mentioned.
Despite  the fact that most of our people speak about insignificant assistance of  Britain, about their unwillingness to help the USSR, and we remember that the second front was opened too late. The British people are not guilty. Those are political issues, their political games. But let`s remember other things: when the Fashist Germany attacked the USSR, there were great demonstrations all over Britain to support the fair struggle of the Soviet people. A  lot of  British people addressed the Soviet embassy in London with the applications  to join the Red Army. We must`t forget haw hard it was for the whole world to win that war. Russian and British people stood by each other. They had one common aim which was to defend their countries from German fashism and to give their nations freedom. Don`t forget about it!
Unfortunately, only few people know that there is a monument which is dedicated to the heroic deeds of the participants of Northern convoys. This monument is erected in Murmunsk. I`d also like to add that the government of the USSR awarded lots of British seamen with Soviet medals and orders including the order of Suvorov.
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