Rzhevskaya Battle (Great Patriotic War, 1941-1945)

   Fighting between the Soviet and German troops in the area of Rzhev-Viazemsky ledge in July 1942 - March 1943, the Germans created a strong foothold here, where more than 50% concentrated power of armies. From here they continued to threaten Moscow, was on her at 150 - 200 km.
   The main nodal points of this system were the city of Rzhev - Sychovka - Olenino - White, transformed by the Germans in powerful bastions. To eliminate the projection in 1942, the Soviet High Command developed a plan for summer offensive by the Western and Kalinin fronts.
   July 30 - August 23, 1942 Kalinin (Gen. Konev) and West (Gen. Georgi Zhukov), the front had Rzhev - Sychevsky offensive operation to eliminate the overhang. The total number of advancing troops was about 350tys attendees. July 30 troops of the West - the front by the mobile group (one cavalry and two tank corps) - attacked German positions near the village of Pogorelov Settlement.
   The new Soviet offensive began on Nov. 25, 1942 His prepared Gen. GK Beetles. The operation had a goal flank attacks two fronts - the West (General Konev) and Kalinin (Gen. M.A. Purkayev) - to surround and destroy the main forces of Army Group Centre. Despite the numerical superiority of the Red Army failed to achieve success, which could surpass the scale of Stalingrad victory. Strike Group Kalinin Front broke German positions south of the White, but the troops of the Western Front, which should advance to meet her, to fulfill its mission failed.
   The Red Army was faced with adverse conditions of winter offensive in a wooded area against a prepared, well equipped and tied to a local relief of Defense. At Rzhev Soviet troops could not adequately take advantage of wide-ranging maneuver, which was limited by deep snow and short days. Among the reasons for its failure should be added and the stubborn resistance of the Germans, who called Rzhev gateway to Berlin. "All these factors have not allowed the Red Army to make a quick and decisive breakthrough. The Germans managed to throw in the threatened areas of major reinforcements (5 divisions, including 4 tanks).
   As a result the rate had to be taken from reserve new forces (in particular, Siberian Division) to disembarrass trapped in the connection. Fought for several days in the harsh conditions of winter environment of soldiers and commanders had to be evacuated to the rear for rest. About any of their further involvement in the attack could not be considered. December 15 the Soviet advance stopped. While the Soviet troops did not reach its goals, its active operations, they drew off to a great number of German forces, which contributed to the victory at Stalingrad. Red Army losses in this three - week winter battle were, according to German statistics, 200 thousand people.
   2-31 March 1943 Kalinin (General Purkayev M.A.) and West (Gen. V.D. Sokolovsky) fronts had a new offensive by releasing Rzhev and Vyazma. However, a rearguard action in a given area, which the Germans called "the cornerstone of the Eastern Front," is still distinguished by great tenacity and ferocity. The Germans retreated, constantly counterattacking. The Red Army which came also hampered spring thaw.
   By March 31, the operation completed. Rzhev-Vyazemsky ledge was cut. Front moved another 100 km to the west. Threat to Moscow was finally liquidated. For the German government it was heavy, but the forced loss. It is known that Hitler wanted to personally hear the phone explosion Rzhevsky Bridge over the Volga River during the withdrawal of German units. According to contemporaries, this area became a desert. Losses of the Red Army in the Battle Rzhevsk (1942-1943) amounted to more than 800 thousand people.
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