       Последнее время в нашей стране наблюдается возрастание интереса к изучению истории и культуры других стран и народов, особенно англоязычных. А, следовательно, особое значение приобретает и наше приобщение к  культуре страны изучаемого нами языка. А с другой стороны, мы любим ту страну и тот город, в котором мы родились и живем, мы уважаем ее прошлое и настоящее, мы гордимся своей страною, ее непростой историей и великолепной столицей.

      В связи с вышесказанным, нам показалось важным узнать еще больше об истории основания и расцвета двух столиц: Москвы и Лондона и найти общие и отличительные черты в этой истории, истории двух народов, говорящих на разных языках и живущих в разных странах. 
     В связи с этим,   целью нашей работы является определение общих черт и различий в истории основания и расцвета двух столиц и их современного облика.

        Для реализации этой цели нами были поставлены следующие задачи:

- изучить историю основания и расцвета двух столиц: Москвы и Лондона;

- ознакомиться с современным обликом двух столиц и их достопримечательностями;

- составить сравнительные таблицы;

- составить викторину «Что вы знаете о Москве и Лондоне?»
- составить словарь лексики английского языка по теме «Страноведение»;

Объектом исследования стали история и современный облик Москвы и Лондона. 

Предметом исследования стал сравнительный анализ достопримечательностей двух столиц.
    We’ve read many books and magazines about Moscow and London. We’ve searched the internet resource and as a result we’ve found lots of interesting and amazing facts about Moscow and London. 
First some general facts. 
      Moscow is the capital of Russia.
      London is the capital of England and the United Kingdom.  
Both capitals Moscow and London are major global cities. It means that they are the world centres of politics, finance, education, entertainment, media, fashion, arts and culture. 

       Population of Moscow with Moscow region is over 17,000,000 (seventeen) people.

       Population of London as a metropolitan region is about 12(twelve) million people. As we see, population of Moscow is larger, whereas, London is bigger in the size. 

      Moscow like London has its own emblem and flag.
Moscow is situated on the banks of the Moskva River, which is 503(five hundred and three) km long. Moscow famous bridges are the Bolshoy Kamenny Bridge and the Krymsky Bridge.
London is situated on the banks of the River Thames, which is 346 (three hundred and forty-six) km long. London famous bridges are The Tower Bridge and The Westminster Bridge.
     As we see, the Thames is shorter than the Moskva River; however, the Thames is the second longest river in the United Kingdom and the longest river in England, whereas, we can’t say the same about the Moskva River. However, we’ve found an interesting fact: the etymology of the river’s names is the same and means "dark". It shows that the history of these two capitals goes similar in spite of the fact that we live in different countries and speak different languages.
      Now a few historical facts.

Moscow was found in 1147 (eleven forty-seven) by Yuri Dolgoruky.

London was found in AD 43 (forty-three) by the Romans. Although, London is more than 1100 (one thousand ) years older than Moscow, both cities were small fortresses at that time. Over the years, Moscow and London have changed dramatically. There were lots of terrible events including fires, which destroyed the most parts of the cities to the ground. The most famous fires are the fire of Moscow in 1812(eighteen-twelve) and the Great Fire of London in 1666(sixteen sixty-six). However, Moscow and London managed to survive and re​cover every time.  
     Now let’s talk about famous places of both cities.

The Kremlin and the Tower of London.

      In 1156 (eleven fifty-six) there was a small settlement of Moscow surrounded by a wooden wall. In 14th (fourteenth) century a white stone wall was built around the Kremlin. In the 15th (fifteenth) century the Kremlin was surrounded by a new red-brick wall. Twenty towers of the Kremlin wall were built at the end of the 17th (seventeenth) century. 

     The Tower of London was built by William the Conqueror in 1078 (ten seventy-eight) as a castle and palace. It was a fortress, a Royal palace, a prison, a treasury, a royal zoo. The wall and its 13 (thirteen) towers were added in 13th century.

      As we see, the Kremlin walls were rebuilt a few times so they are much younger then the walls of the Tower of London. Today the Kremlin and the Tower of London are both some of the world major tourist attractions.
      The Kremlin clock and Big Ben.
    The Kremlin clock is the oldest mechanical tower clock in Russia and the world.    In 2005(twenty o-five), the Kremlin clock turned 600 (six hundred) years. 

Big Ben celebrated its 150th (one hundred and fifty) anniversary in May 2009 (twenty o-nine). Big Ben is much younger than the Kremlin clock, but Big Ben is famous for its reliability.  These clocks are both symbols of the capitals and everyone can hear these clocks every hour. 
Red Square and Trafalgar Square have been a central meeting place for the people in these capitals since the Middle Ages.    

   Nowadays Red Square and Trafalgar Square are both great tourist attractions. 
The Bolshoi Theatre and The Royal Opera House.

A troupe of the Bolshoi Theatre was founded in 1776 (seventeen seventy- six). The Royal Opera House was opened in 1732 (seventeen thirty-two). They are both theatres, which hold performances of ballet and opera.
    The buildings of both theatres were destroyed to the ground by fires a few times.
    Unfortunately, at this time the Bolshoi Theatre is currently closed for restoration work. It is going to be opened in autumn 2011( twenty eleven).
The most popular transport in the capitals.

       We found out that the London Underground is the oldest and the longest underground railway system in the world. It was opened in 1863 (eighteen sixty-three).  It is the third busiest metro system in Europe after Paris and Moscow. It is often called the Tube.
      The first line of Moscow Metro was opened to public in 1935 (nineteen thirty-five). The Moscow Metro is younger than the London Underground, however, it is well known all over the world for the design of its stations. We are proud of the beauty of Moscow Metro.
TV towers in Moscow and London.

The construction of the Ostankino Tower was completed in 1967(nineteen sixty-seven). 
It is 540 (five hundred forty) metres tall.
The British Telecom Tower was officially opened in1965 (nineteen sixty-five). 
The BT Tower is 189 (one hundred eighty-nine) metres tall.

As we see, Ostankino Tower is much taller than the BT Tower.

      However, they both have rotating restaurants and the observation platforms. Unfortunately, they were closed after the accidents but they are going to be reopened for visitors soon again. 
Parks.
   Moscow and London are green cities. Parks of Moscow and London are very popular with tourists and people who live there. Likely, we can tell you that there are 27(twenty-seven) square meters of parks per person in Moscow compared to 7.5(seven and a half) square meters in London. 
In summery, our conclusion.

      1.    Firstly, London is more than one thousand years older than Moscow. However, nowadays both cities are   global cities of the world.
  2. Secondly, the history of both cities is very similar. It was full of lots of terrible and dramatic events. However, these both cities could manage to survive, re​cover and to become the greatest cities and capitals in the world.
3. Thirdly, both Moscow and London have a diverse range of peoples, cultures, and religions.

4. Fourthly, Moscow and London hold several world records. 
5. Finally, nowadays Moscow and London are major tourist destinations. Every year millions of visitors come to these cities to discover their long and dramatic history, to watch their old fascinating buildings and monuments, to enjoy their amazing museums, galleries and theatres, to learn their unforgettable traditions, to taste their traditional food. 
We have been living in Moscow since our birth and we are proud of this great city!
Thank you for your attention!
___________________________________________________________________________
World records.
Moscow and London hold several world records. We can name some of them: 

· Moscow and London rank as one of the most expensive cities in the world;

·  The London Underground is the oldest and the longest underground railway system in the world;

· The Kremlin clock is the oldest mechanical tower clock in the world, whereas, Big Ben is the largest four-faced chiming clock in the world;

· In 2012 London will become the first city in the world to host the Summer Olympics three times;

· London pioneered the concept of a "green belt" around the city.
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