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Introduction

Learning a foreign language means not only mastering the grammar rules and enlarging vocabulary, but also the knowledge of the land’s culture. 
The topic of my project is “London” (Glimpses of London).
I’ve chosen this topic because I wanted to learn more about this beautiful city, to take a virtual walk around modern London and look through its history. 
The aim of the project is to create an educating text files on country-specific studies, general broadening of the outlook, getting some information about historical facts and sights.
The project product is to be a bright presentation combined with sound and text files, illustrations.

Problems to be solved: to collect, study and systemize the necessary information
To solve the set range of problems the following plan was made up:
1. Choosing the topic and specifying the title
2. Collecting the information (learning the material about the country in the school textbook, city guide, art photo albums on the given topic, searching for additional materials via Internet resources in thematic magazines “Speak Out”, watching educational films)
3. Consulting the tutor
4. Making the presentation (choosing the slides:  sights photos, music accompaniment, text insertions) 
5. Composing the written part of the project 

       
     

Main Part

2.1 General points

London is the capital of Great Britain, its political, economic and commercial center. It is one of the largest cities in the world and the largest city in Europe. Its population is about 8 million.
     London is situated on the river Thames. The city has more than 20 centuries of history. Traditionally London is divided into several parts: the City, Westminster, the West End and the East End. They are very different from each other.
     The city is the oldest part of London, its financial and business center. Numerous banks, offices and firms are concentrated here, including the Bank of England, the Stock Exchange, and the Old Bailey. Few people live in the City but over a million come to work here. Two wonderful buildings are situated within the City: St. Paul’s Cathedral and the Tower of London.
     Westminster is the center of administration. It includes Buckingham Palace where the Queen lives and the Houses of Parliament. The Clock Tower of the Houses of Parliament is famous for its big hour bell, known as “Big Ben”. Westminster Abbey is the place where coronation of nearly all kings and queens has taken place. Many of them are buried here as well as some other famous people of the country (Newton, Ch.Dickens, R.Keepling, etc.)
     The West End is the richest and most beautiful part of London. It is the symbol of wealth and luxury. The best hotels, restaurants, shops, clubs, bars and houses are situated there.
     Trafalgar Square is the geographical center of London. Nelson Column, which stands in the middle of the square, was built in honor of admiral Nelson. Opposite the Nelson monument is the National Gallery and the National Portrait Gallery. They contain the finest art collections in the world. Not far from the National Gallery is the British Museum famous for its rich library (about 7 million books).
     Westminster and the West End are the main tourist attractions in London.
     The East End is an industrial district of London. There are many factories and the Port of London there. The region is densely populated by working class families. The residents of the East End are called cockneys which means true Londoners, hereditary inhabitants of the area.
     The suburbs of London cover a vast area. A lot of people live there and travel to the center every day to work.
     London is a cosmopolitan city. People of several races and many nationalities live there.
            



2.2 How it all began

There is evidence that London has been inhabited since prehistoric times. But London's history really begins after the Roman invasion of AD 43.
After conquering Britain the Romans set up a town on the north bank of the Thames and called it Londinium. They built roads, houses, shops and a wooden bridge across the river (near today's London Bridge).
By the middle of the 3rd century Roman London was a rich town with about 50,000 people living in it. But soon after the fall of the Roman Empire the Romans had to leave Britain, and practically nobody lived in Londinium for many hundreds of years.
Slowly, London grew into an important town again, but as it grew in importance it attracted the attention of the thieving Vikings from Denmark. They sailed up the Thames and stole whatever they could get their hands on, including women. In 851, about 350 longboats full of Danish Vikings attacked and burned London to the ground.
King Alfred the Great defeated the Vikings in 886 but they just wouldn't stay away and over the next couple of hundred years they conquered London again.
After the Vikings, the city settled down under the rule of Edward the Confessor who became famous for building Westminster Abbey.
In 1066, Britain was conquered by the Normans. On Christmas Day the same year William the  Conqueror was crowned in London's Westminster Abbey and became king.   William  granted special privileges to the citizens of London but also started to build a castle    (the    future Tower of London) to keep them under control. During   the   long period of peace which followed the Norman Conquest? London began to expand beyond the city walls.
When King Henry VIII (the one who had six wives) became King in 1509, London was the biggest and most prosperous city of England. 50,000 people lived in London again.
By the year 1600, there were 200,000 citizens in the capital (a rise of 300%!), but a lot of them lived in the slums.
In 1665, the Great Plague broke out in the city. This dangerous disease killed more than 70,000 people.
A year later, the Great Fire of London stopped the plague but it destroyed 80% of the city including St Paul's Cathedral and 88 other churches. Re-building the city took over 10 years but by the 18th century London was the largest city in the world.
Today, London is no longer the largest city in the world, but it's the largest city in Europe. It covers an area of about 1600 square kilometres and its suburbs continue even beyond this area.
Over the years, London has changed dramatically and become one of the most beautiful capitals in the world.




2.3 Royal London

The Royal Family is one of the special things about Britain, something really unique nowadays, and London is one of the few places in the world where you can meet a real queen and visit a real royal palace.

BUCKINGHAM PALACE

As you probably know, this is where Queen Elizabeth II lives much of the time. In fact she also spends a lot of time at Windsor Castle and three other palaces where she goes for summer holiday, Christmas and Easter. When the Queen is in London, you can see the Union Jack above the palace.
Buckingham Palace is enormous. There are 600 rooms, 78 bathrooms, a cinema, a swimming pool and even a post office. There is also a beautiful park with a lake around the palace. The queen’s piper plays in front the lake at Buckingham Palace. The first monarch to have a piper was Queen Victoria. She was also the first monarch to live in this splendid building built in 1702 by 1st Duke of Buckingham. The Queen Victoria Memorial is in front of the palace.
About 450 people work at the palace. They are servants, cleaners, footmen, gardeners and security men. Two people look after the 300 clocks.
When the Queen is on holiday in the summer the Palace opens to the public. You can visit the
Grand Hall, the State Dining Room, the Music Room and the Silk Tapestry room.

You can also visit the Throne Room. It is interesting but a bit disappointing. There isn't a huge gold throne in the middle of it, like you might expect! There are just two chairs with the Queen's initials (ER = Elizabeth Regina) and Prince Philip's initial (P) inscribed. You can't even sit on them!

CHANGING OF THE GUARD

There are always crowds of people waiting patiently outside Buckingham Palace. They come to see the ceremony of the Changing of the Guard. First the band marches through the gates of the Palace. The job of the police is to stop the tourists from following the guards! Then the rest of the 'new' guard marches through the gates. The guardsmen wear traditional uniform: a red coat and a black bearskin. Believe it or not, this ceremony hasn't changed since 1660!
The Changing of the Guard is not the only royal ceremony you can see in London. The Trooping the Colour or the procession to the State Opening of Parliament are even more impressive.

THE ROYAL MEWS

The Royal Mews at Buckingham Palace is the place where the royal coaches, horses, and cars are kept. The most famous of the royal coaches is the Gold State Coach which is used only on very special occasions, such as a coronation. It weighs 4 tons and takes 8 horses to pull. It was built in 1762!
Her Majesty is very fond of riding and so are other members of the Royal Family including Prince William and Prince Harry.

KENSINGTON PALACE

Kensington Palace is another royal residence in London. It was here that Queen Victoria was born and spent her childhood. More recently, the place was home to the late Princess Diana.
Some rooms are open to the public and you can see there a wonderful collection of court dresses. Some skirts are so wide that they make it next to impossible for their wearers to sit down there are Queen Elizabeth and Princes Diana’s dresses too.
Some British like the royal family, some don’t. but one thing is certain: the Royal Family is very important for tourism

WELCOME TO THE TOWER OF LONDON

‘Halt! Who goes there?’
‘The Keys’
‘Whose Keys?’
‘Queen Elizabeth’s Keys’
‘God preserve Queen Elizabeth’.
‘Amen’.

These words can be heard every night just before 10 o’clock.  They mean that the Tower of London has been locked up for the night. The Ceremony of the Keys is at least 700 years old.
WHAT IS THE TOWER?
Throughout its 900-year history the Tower has been many things: a palace, a fortress, a prison, a place of execution, and even a zoo.
Today, the Tower is best known as a historical museum and more than 2 million people visit it each year.
About 150 people and eight ravens live in the Tower. And of course the whole place is crawling with ghosts.
THE PALACE AND FORTRESS
The Tower of London was started in 1066 by William the Conqueror.
The oldest building on the territory of the Tower is the White Tower. This is where the kings of England once ate, slept and ran the country.
Later kings made the Tower larger and stronger and built walls, a moat, smaller and more comfortable palaces.

The last palace built in the Tower was the Queen's House. It was probably built for Queen Anne Boleyn, the second wife of Henry VIII. But she lived there only as a prisoner for 18 days awaiting her execution. She was beheaded not far from the palace — on Tower Green.
THE ZOO
Kings sometimes get strange presents. About 700 years ago King Henry III got 3 leopards, an elephant and a polar bear. He kept them in the Tower. The elephant died after two years but the polar bear was happy as it went swimming and fishing in the Thames with a strong rope round its neck. That was the start of the London Zoo. In 1835 all animals left the Tower and were sent to the Zoo in Regent's Park. Only the ravens stayed on.
RAVENS
There have always been ravens at the Tower. The first ones probably built their nests here because they liked the old stone houses and walls. There is a story that they bring good luck to Britain, if they stay at the Tower. That’s why they get meat and biscuits every day. But their wings are clipped so that they can’t fly away. They are not very friendly. Once one of them bit a German minister.


THE PRISON
During the troubled times of the Tudors and Stuarts the Tower became famous (and much feared) as a prison. You could have been starved, tortured or even beheaded if you'd been imprisoned at the Tower of London.
Many kings, queens and noblemen were locked up there. Many, like Lady Jane Grey (the nine-day Queen) or Anne Boleyn, lost their heads on Tower Green. These executions were 'private'. But over a hundred other prisoners were executed on Tower Hill, outside the Tower. These executions were public, watched by thousands of people who mostly came for the excitement.
The last time the Tower of London was used as a prison was during the Second World War when German spies were kept and sometimes shot there.
THE BEEFEATERS
The Beefeaters used to guard the Tower and its prisoners. Today, they work mostly as guides. They show people around and tell stories about all the terrible things that have happened here. No one knows more about the history and secrets of the Tower than these famous men. When they are guiding, they wear dark blue uniforms. On state occasions they wear red and gold tunics designed for them during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I.
THE CROWN JEWELS
The Jewel House at the Tower of London is the home of the most valuable collection of jewels in the world, the Crown Jewels. They are well looked after. Once they were stolen by a man called Colonel Blood. But he was caught just as he was leaving the Tower. Thomas Blood didn't have to go to prison. The king gave him a pension instead.


2.4 London Landmarks
There are lots of amazing places and buildings in London that make it the great city that it is. Here are just a few of them.
BIG BEN
Big Ben is one of London's most famous landmarks. In fact, Big Ben is not the name of the clock on the Tower of Westminster (which is part of the Palace of Westminster), but it is the nickname of the bell inside. It is actually called the Great Bell of Westminster and was made in 1858.
Nobody knows for sure why Big Ben is called Big Ben, but many people think it was something to do with Sir Benjamin Hall, a rather fat man who was in charge of the building works at Westminster and whose nickname was ‘Big Ben’. Even in this technological age, the clock is still wound by hand. 
THE PALACE OF WESTMINSTER (HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT)
The Palace of Westminster, the mother of parliaments, existed before the time of William the Conqueror. It was Edward the Confessor who built it in the 11th century. William the Conqueror didn't like the palace, so he completely rebuilt it. Other kings and queens extended it and made it their main residence. The last king to live there was King Henry VIII, but in 1512, after a fire, he moved out and the Palace of Westminster ceased to be a royal residence and became the seat of the Houses of Parliament.
The   Palace   of Westminster has seen many tragic events. In 1605, for    example, Guy Fawkes tried to blow up Parliament. He and some of his friends dug a tunnel – just under the House of Lords! – and rolled  barrels of gunpowder into the cellar. The idea was to set off the gunpowder as soon as King James I opened the new session of Parliament on the fifth of November, 1605. The plot was discovered and Guy Fawkes was executed.

King James I's son, Charles I, thought he could rule the country without Parliament. One day he burst into the House of Commons with several hundred men and tried to arrest its leaders. Luckily, they had already escaped. But the struggle between king and parliament was not finished and the country was thrown into a civil war, which only stopped when Charles was finally executed in 1649.
The Queen still opens the new session of Parliament but this takes place in the House of Lords and she is not allowed to enter the House of Commons!
In 1834, the greater part of the Palace of Westminster was destroyed by fire. It was rebuilt in 1840 – 60.
WESTMINSTER ABBEY
Built by Edward the Confessor, this beautiful Gothic building has been the place of coronation of every king and queen since William the Conqueror in 1066, except two. The coronation Chair dates from 1296! The last person to sit on it was Queen Elizabeth II, who was crowned here in 1953. Most of the graffiti on the back part of the chair was carved by Westminster schoolboys and visitors in the 18th and 19th centuries.
Many British monarchs, writers, poets, musicians and scientists are also buried there.
№ 10, DOWNING STREET
Is one of the most famous addresses in the world. It is the site of the British Prime Minister’s official residence. The Prime Minister and his family actually live in the larger apartments at No 11, next door to No 10. He doesn’t have any keys – instead there is always someone on duty to let him in.
           ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL.

St Paul’s Cathedral was built after the Great Fire of 1666 by Sir Christopher Wren, a brilliant mathematician and engineer, who designed many famous buildings in London. It took Sir Christopher Wren thirty-five years to finish St Paul’s. when Wren died he was buried in his own magnificent building. On the floor of the cathedral, under the great dome, is an inscription dedicated to Wren. In Latin, it says Si monumentum requires circumspice. (If you seek my monument, then look around you). The cathedral is a hundred and ten metres high and you can climb the 627 steps up to the dome. Inside the dome is the Whispering Gallery. If you whisper close to the wall on one side of the dome, you can be heard on the other side.

TRAFALGAR SQUARE AND NELSON'S COLUMN
Trafalgar Square is the heart of tourists' London. This is where public gatherings and political demonstrations take place, and where the New Year is seen in by thousands of Londoners.
The tall column in the centre of the square commemorates Admiral Nelson's victory in the Battle of Trafalgar, where the British navy defeated the navy of Napoleon in 1805.
There are lots of fat pigeons in the square. They're popular with the tourists, but unpopular with the people who look after the buildings. One of these is the National Gallery — home of many famous paintings.
Feeding pigeons is now banned.
PICCADILLY CIRCUS
Piccadilly Circus - at the junction of five busy streets - is a famous London landmark and meeting place. There is a bronze fountain in its centre with the famous statue of Eros, the Greek god of love. In fact, the statue designed in the 19th century as a symbol of Christian charity.
Piccadilly takes its name from a stiff 17th-century collar called a piсcadil. A tailor called Roger Baker grew rich making them and built a house nearby.
In the daytime Piccadilly Circus is a bustling area filled with shoppers, business people and tourists. But in the evening the area really comes alive, with its brightly illuminated signs and a noisy mix of clubbers ready for a big night out. People sometimes say that a place is like Piccadilly Circus to mean that it’s very, very busy.


TOWER BRIDGE
Tower Bridge is one of the London’s most famous symbols. When it was opened in 1894 it was considered a wonder of the world. You get fantastic views of London from the high walkways; it is even more exciting if you can be there when the bridge goes up.
THE LONDON EYE
The London Eye is the tallest observation wheel in the world. It is 135 metres high. You go up for 30 minutes, flying high over London. From the top of the wheel you can see all over London.
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Conclusion

Working on the project, I realized, that nobody can embrace the unembraceable. The more material I came across, the more difficult was it for me to systemize it, as I had to shorten and even delete some information.
As a result I’ve learnt many new facts on country-specific studies of Great Britain. Now I’m dreaming of seeing this wonderful city not only via Internet, but also with my own eyes. I think, I’ve done my best in realization of the aims and problems set.
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