Karelia is a historical area in Northern Europe. The population of Karelia consists of Russians, Finns, Karelians and Veps. Karelia is located between the Baltic and White Sea.

Now Karelia t is divided between Russia and Finland. The total area of Karelia is about 200

000 km 2. The Republic of Karelia is a republic
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of Russia. Capital of Russian Karelia is

Petrozavodsk.

There are about 27,000 rivers and 60,000 lakes in Karelia. It contains the two largest lakes in Europe, Lake Ladoga and Lake Onega. The Karelian language is spoken in the Republic of Karelia and also in Finnish South Karelia.

Kalevala

The Kalevala is a book and epic poem compiled from Finnish and

Karelian folklore.

The Kalevala has no basic plot. It tells about origin of Earth, the Sky,

Stars, and the First man. The main character of the Kalevala is

-

VainamoiAen , a hero with the magical power of songs and music. He plays the kantele, a Finnish instrument. He had many magic travels.

He searched for a wife, but he never

found one.

The Kalevala Day is celebrated in

Karelia on the 28 February.

In 1959 a joint Finnish/Soviet

-

production entitled Sampo was inspired by the story of the Sampo from the Kalevala.

Mythology of Karelia

Karelian mythology went there from Scandinavia. There are some

myths.

At the beginning there was only the world chasm named

Ginungagap. It filled with gloom and emptiness. In this chasm there was

giant Imir who had given beginning to the world. Gods tore his body

into parts and created from them the earth, water and sky. Then three great gods - Odin, Lodur and Hyonir lifted the land from the bottom of the world ocean, equipped it and inhaled life in the first people. So it was the beginning of the world. The main gods of the Karelian mifology - Odin, Thor, Frejr, Loki, Hejmdall, Tjur. And goddesses -

Frigg, Freja, Idhun, Sif. Gods live in Asgard.

Odin is a powerful king of gods. Thor is the hero armed with a

hummer. Its name is Mjollnir. Sif has the gold hair created for her by

gnomes. Loki is the most interesting god. He is very creative and often delivers a lot of problems to gods and people. Dead heroes from a fight field were getting into Valgalla

where heroes were waited an eternal feast.

"Ragnarok" is day when gods will be killed by monsters and all the

World will perish.

Places to see of Karelia

Kizhi is an island on Lake Onega in the Republic of Karelia with an ensemble of wooden churches, chapels and houses. It is one of the most popular tourist destinations in Russia and in the
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World.

The Valaam Monastery in Russian Karelia located on Valaam, the largest island in Lake Ladoga, the largest lake in Europe. It is one of the most famous and beautiful place in Russia.

Kivachi.

Kivach is an 11-meter-high cascade waterfall in Russia. It is situated on the Suna River. Kivach was famed by Gavrila Derzhavin, a Russian poet who was wrote poem «Waterfall».

Many tourists visit to Karelia every year. This is a very beautiful place. I wish to visit Karelia and I advise to all to go there.
