                                                                          В Англии тех лет счастье отождествляется с созерцательностью, эстетика — с нравственностью, чувственность — с жеманством, патриотизм — с лояльностью, любовь — с браком. Жизнь становится малокровной. 
                                                                                                                                  Стефан Цвейг
                          Мне всегда нравилось изучать  что-то новое: узнавать людей, путешествовать по миру, исследовать то, что лежит на самом дне- рассматривать мир со всех сторон. Я люблю изучать религии, языки, обычаи и нравы других стран, народов, но свои предпочтения я всегда отдавала и буду отдавать Соединённому Королевству Великобритании. Мне очень нравится эта страна, их язык, их культура, их нравы. На уроках английского я получаю массу удовольствий, изучая английский язык. Прочитав рассказ на английском языке про Королеву Викторию, я заинтересовалась той эпохой, той жизнью XIX-XX годов Англии. И вот, изучив огромное количество материала, я решила написать об этом свою первую, и уверенна, не последнюю  научную работу по английскому языку. 
                          Прочитав множество статей, материал, данный в Интернете, и изучив огромное количество иллюстраций, я захотела рассказать многое тем, кто так же, возможно, как и я, с большим любопытством интересуется той эпохой. 

                         Итак, что же такое Викторианство?  Викторианство как феномен культуры связан с длительным правлением королевы Виктории (1837— 1901), и значение его для последующего развития английской истории, культуры, литературы трудно переоценить. Именно в этот период Англия приобретает статус великой колониальной державы, формирует национальную идею и идентичность, которым суждено будет не раз бросать вызов агрессивным наступлениям извне. Викторианство оставило в сознании англичан определенное представление о незыблемости традиций, значимости демократии и моральной философии, а также сильное желание обращаться к проверенным временем эмблемам и символам викторианской эры. Так же не могу не отметить значимость Викторианства для литературы Англии, что для меня является огромным показателем духовной значимости и важности этой эпохи. В самом деле, именно викторианцы своей великой литературой доказали непреходящее значение духовных ценностей в формировании национального менталитета и определении места индивидуума в истории и цивилизации. В произведениях Ч. Диккенса и У.М. Теккерея, сестер Бронте, Э. Гаскелл, Д. Мередита, Дж. Элиот, Э. Троллопа отразились особенности социального и политического развития Англии со всеми сложностями и противоречиями, открытиями и просчетами. Долгое время викторианская Англия сохранялась в обыденном представлении англичан как символ бескомпромиссного процветания, устойчивости и стабильности во всем, касающемся человека и всего общества в целом. Таким предстает это общество эпохи правления Виктории в романе-эпопее Дж. Голсуорси “Сага о Форсайтах”. После смерти Виктории, как считают вместе с автором герои Голсуорси, начинается период смятенности, нестабильности, крушения ценностных ориентиров. Викторианский бум в литературе 50—60-х гг. XX в. подтвердил это представление, но это случилось именно в то время, когда сама Англия встретилась с трудностями, связанными с подъемом того самого среднего класса, который был оплотом викторианства. 
                   Памятник королеве Виктории у Букингемского дворца, викторианские особняки, просторные и добротно построенные, но довольно нелепые по своей многофункциональности и рассчитанные на огромный штат прислуги, а также музей Альберта и Виктории воспринимаются теперь уже не как символы и эмблемы ушедшего века, но и как немые свидетели невостребованных до сих пор представлений об истинной Виктории и ее эпохе.  Особое место в жизни любого человека викторианской эпохи, являлась семья, тема которой является и по сей день актуальна. Семья в викторианскую эпоху представляла особую заботу общества. Характеры членов семейств проявлялись в стиле их жизни, в домах и, в зависимости от их полезности и степени человечности, могли вызвать суровое осуждение общества. Особое место викторианцы уделяли загородному дому, который отражал их благосостояние, представление о покое и семейном счастье. В викторианскую эпоху наблюдается тенденция к громадным, не всегда пропорциональным, чаще эклектическим сооружениям. Символом викторианства становится большая семья, громадный дом, правила поведения в хорошем обществе. 
             Что носить, как и когда к кому обращаться, ритуал утренних визитов, визитные карточки — в этих ненаписанных правилах содержалось много опасностей для непосвященных. Несмотря на большие размеры викторианский дом должен был быть уютным домашним очагом и способствовать счастливой семейной жизни. Эта жизнь часто содержала сильный религиозный аспект. Считалось приличным и необходимым ходить в церковь, помогать бедным, читать религиозные книги. Ведение дневника с записями подробных дел занимало определенную часть времени высшего сословия. (Королева Виктория оставила своим потомкам две тысячи писем и около ста томов дневников, которые она начала вести еще будучи тринадцатилетней девочкой). Стали сооружаться в загородных домах семейные часовни, а где их не было, все домочадцы, включая слуг, собирались для утренней молитвы в холле или столовой. По воскресеньям все обитатели усадеб отправлялись через парк или сад в церковь, обычно обновленную или отреставрированную за счет владельца загородного дома. Идеалом сельского джентльмена было быть вежливым, гостеприимным, хорошим спортсменом, образцовым землевладельцем, интересующимся сельским хозяйством, предпочтительно было быть председателем одного или двух местных благотворительных обществ. Интеллектуальные и художественные интересы учитывались, но не считались основными. Многие владельцы загородных домов в самом деле обладали требуемыми достоинствами. Другие сохраняли только внешние признаки благородства, да и то проявляли их лишь в Лондоне или за границей.  
                    Итак, я часами могу рассказывать об Англии, этой замечательной, строгой, но в то же время такой восхитительной по своим обычаям и ценностям эпохе. И вот лишь самая малая часть того, что бы я хотела сообщить вам о теме викторианства в Великобритании, самое интересное, захватывающее и приводящее  в восторг можно найти, если ознакомиться с моей работой.  

                    Наряду с полученными  знаниями в области истории, архитектуры, образа жизни англичан периода правления Королевы Виктории я несомненно усовершенствовала и свои знания английского языка, расширила свой лексический запас. Для меня это очень ценно и важно. 
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The Victorian Era
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The Victorian Era was defined by the rule of Queen Victoria from June 1837 until her death in January 1901. A flourishing Britain gained a dominant world position, in which industries boomed and the British Empire held sway over one quarter of the world’s population. At its peak, it was the largest empire in history, controlling more land mass than even the Mongol empire centuries before it.

The Victorian Era website holds an extensive collection of pictures taken during the latter part of Queen Victoria’s rule, between 1890 to 1900. Whilst the advent of colour photography remained in its infancy, these colour photochrom depictions of Great Britain were the result of transferring an original photographic negative onto litho and chromo graphic printing plates.



Britain in the Victorian era saw a dramatic increase in forms of entertainment. Blood sports such as cock fighting and bear baiting became outlawed, and with the enhancement of rail links, seaside visits became more commonplace.

When bank holidays were introduced in 1871, families could take to the sea-side, enjoying the piers, candy-floss and fish and chips (the latter being commercially introduced in 1860). Other forms of entertainment from theatre, art, music, opera and drama received increased interest, although in contrast gambling, drinking and prostitution also rose in accordance.

The industrial revolution paved the way for modern twentieth century consumer society. Britain saw a great number of technological revolutions and produced more than half its own requirements for iron, coal and cotton cloth. However as the industries boomed, poverty for many increased and so arose slum housing, poor houses and the use of child labour. Between 1833 and 1844 the Factory Act was passed to prevent children under the age of nine from working, and youths below the age of eighteen were not to work more than a twelve hour day.

Victorian Wales                                              Victorian Scotland



 HYPERLINK "http://www.victorian-era.co.uk/Britain/High-Street.html" 


During the long Victoria reign of 63 years, many changes were brought about in England. Victorian Era is known for the vast developments that took place changing the political and economic structure of England. The Victorian Britain can be explained under the following categories.
Victorian Period History

Queen Victoria was the longest lasting monarch in England’s history which she took over the position at the young age of 18 years old and lived for another 68 years. The task she had as a ruling monarch was extremely difficult as well. She took over at a time where the citizens of England really did dislike royalty for the way things were being handled. As well, there was simply very little respect for the throne as the relatively new way of doing things through a democratic system was still relatively fresh in thinking for the majority of the country.

[image: image5.jpg]




Queen Victoria is often claimed to have been a very good monarch. As noted above, coming in as monarch at a time where there was little respect for the throne, she is credited with bringing some respect back to it. The people of England adored her for the majority of her reign.
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She married her mothers nephew, Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, only a couple of years after becoming the monarch of England. She had a very successful marriage to him where she had nine children. Prince Albert died roughly twenty years later in 1861. Queen Victoria had a difficult time coping with the loss of her husband. She was often seen wearing mourning clothes. This was a sign of sorrow that her husband had passed away. It is said that she never recovered from the loss and grieved his death until she died in 1901.

Throughout her reign, her biggest feat was probably improving the child labor laws and assisting in improving an economy that was in shambles. Throughout her reign, technology also improved greatly which saw the introduction of a sewage system. Not a big feat by todayэs standards, but something that we would sorely miss if we did not have it.
Politics:

The English government under the rule of Queen Victoria was a monarchy which also comprised of a Parliament. The Parliament was a Bicameral legislature which consisted of The House of Lords and The House of Commons. 

The said houses would meet separately and passed a bill as law by majority votes. However, for the bill to passed, it was necessary that both the houses accent to it. The members of the House of Lords not elected by public voting and a Lord Chancellor were appointed to supervise its activities. 

On the other hand, the members of the House of Commons were elected by public voting. In the initial years of the Victorian period, there were two strong political parties, The Whigs and the Tories (Conservatives). These were the first political parties in England who dominated the political field throughout the Victorian reign.

The traditional society of the Victorian period was divided into the- Upper Class, Middle Class and the Working Class. Initially the Upper Class was the superior class having power and authority to dominate the other two classes. But with the Industrial Revolution, the gap between the Upper Class and other two classes reduced remarkably. 
The living conditions of the middle class improved and some of them were also regarded as rich and wealthy. Working class comprised of skilled and unskilled workers who had to work hard to fulfill their needs and were exploited by others. 
Victorian Society
The Victorian era in comparison to today’s times was extremely strict. Even their view of behavior had many things different than today. Things as little as a man sitting down before women just prior to eating was considered extremely rude. In a time today where I frequently sit at the table with a hat on, it was inappropriate for men to even sit down at a table with gloves on, much less leaving a hat and gloves on for an entire meal.

The ladies did not have a much easier time. If they used an older mans first name this was considered inappropriate and a lack of respect. Now, where I even call my superior bosses by their first name, I can not imagine a time where I always had to use someone’s last name.
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The way that society dressed also showed how strict they were. Society enforced unspoken rules that women were required to wear dresses all the time. While the style changed from a very formal and lengthy garments which would drag the floor to dresses that just went to the feet, it was still very conservative. It was a time in which arms and legs were referred to as extremities. This meant that they were to be covered at all times.

Even though society as a whole would be viewed as very conservative, the era was actually a very progressive era. The Victorian era featured the most popular revolution of all time, the Industrial Revolution. Machines were being built to handle many jobs. Science was beginning to take off and many new ideas, including the theory of evolution was sparked during the Victorian era. Although mannerisms of the people were conservative, their way of thinking began to become very progressive.

Another thing that this society began to put value in was education. While early on in the Victorian era and prior to her reign on the throne, education took a back seat. Half of the people were unable to read or write. Even the term gentlemen had a different meaning by the time the Victorian era ended. Early on a gentleman was simply someone who came from a wealthy family, and was primarily associated with royalty. However, by the end the term gentlemen were also associated with the men who had received good educations. It goes to show you that the society had many important things they held onto that we still value today.
Victorian Era Social Classes
Victorian Era is known for the vast developments that took place changing the political and economic structure of England. 

One such change was the Industrial Revolution owing to which there were numerous changes in the lives of the Victorian people. The Victorian Society can be divided into three categories- The Upper Class, The Middle Class and the Working Class.

The Upper Class:

The Victorian Upper Class consisted of the King and the Queen, Aristocrats, Nobles, Dukes, Viscounts and other wealthy families working in the Victorian courts. A distinguishing factor of the Upper Class was that the nature of their work was such that it held them in a powerful position giving authority, better living conditions and other facilities which was out of the reach of the other two classes. 

The hereditary families belonging to aristocrats by the early 19th century had taken a keen interest in industrial sector. Due to the changing nature of the basic standard of living of the people, the traditional aristocratic class was now slowing disappearing and instead a new combination of nobles and the steadily growing wealthy class comprised of the Upper section of the society.

The Upper Class was by inheritance a Royal Class which was completely different from the Middle class or the Working Class. Many a times it so happened that these Aristocrats did not work as other classes to make a living because for centuries together their families had been gathering enough money for each generation to live a luxurious life. 

Thus, they were never short of money. However, there were number of aristocrats who managed large industries like mining or shipping, etc. In terms of education also those belonging to the rich families got the best tutors to provide education. The fact that they represented the royal class gave these people an advantage at everything. They could buy expensive clothes imported from Europe, or afford other riches of life that was beyond the scope of others.

The poor or lower class of the Victorian era had a very rough life. The Industrial revolution had taken what many would consider to be medium class and left them without jobs. This quickly made them into the lower class citizens as there were very few jobs that they were capable of finding at this time. One of the major problems was the immigration of the country.

The country was growing so rapidly that the number of jobs just could not justify it. Therefore, the middle class not only would lose their jobs and have to find another, but they had to compete with immigrants for work. This drove the prices down on the wages and most poor class families struggled to even put food on the table.

The worst part for poor class families is that many needed their children to help work. Child labor was a terrible problem and it was no longer just the father that would bring home enough money for food. During this time, if the father got sick or died the family would often be kicked to the streets where they would live in some place like public housing. This type of housing was in the older parts of town where streets were dangerous and diseases were running rampant.

Often many families would crowd into a single room for simply some place to lay their head. Other times, children may be separated from parents and forced to work in harsh working conditions.

The middle class on the other hand, had a very successful time in the Victorian era. To be quite honest, by today’s standard, this would not be middle class, it would simply be upper class. However, many people considered the rich to be middle class if they did not have anything to do with royalty. They were merely very wealthy business owners that maybe did not associate with royalty parties or occasions. 

Therefore, the rich middle class was a very wealthy class. The problem with the Victorian era is that there were very few families that had relatively nice homes, enough to eat on, and a decently successful career. You either had money or you didn’t, which in reality probably drove the middle class to extinction for a time throughout the Victorian era.

Victorian era poor and middle class, Victorian times poor and middle class, Victorian period poor and middle class, Victorian age middle class and poor
Education
How would you like to live in a time where education was not appreciated very much? This is exactly how it was during the Victorian era. It was not that people did not want to be educated, but rather, it was more important to have children and adults alike working to be able to keep food on the table. The pay in the vast majority of jobs during the heart of the Industrial Revolution and the Victorian era was simply not enough to be able to provide for an entire family.

Therefore, the poor children normally would be living in the streets or in overcrowded deserted homes. The times they were not there they would be working in factories with terrible working conditions. They would typically spend 16 hours per day working.
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It was not until 1870, roughly halfway through the Victorian era that the Education Act was put into place. Prior to this point education was based on your social standing, your religion, and financial abilities to be able to attend school. The reason for a lot of this is that all types of education were always privately funded either through churches or private individuals. Sometimes there might be a charitable organization that would step in and provide funding for education. Now, though, with the 1870 Education Act many schools were receiving government grants to keep their doors open and make it free for those who wanted to attend.

The boys and girls were still separated when it came to education, however. The girls would almost never attend schools. They were instructed to stay home with their mothers and learn the roles of being good wives and home makers as that is what they almost always ended up doing. Generally, it was only boys who were accepted to attend schools. They would learn basic things such as reading, writing, and arithmetic.
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Even after the Education Act, even though this allowed more children to attend school, it was not necessarily mandated that children attend. Many would go for a short period of time, but still spend the majority of their days working in factories. This would be the case for many of the children who were even too young to attend school by today’s standards.
Victorian Era Cities
The Victorian era was a time in which Queen Victoria was reigning as the monarch of England. While a huge growth may sound like a very promising time for the country as a whole, the process in which in occurred was extremely difficult.

According to statistics, England almost doubled in size within a short fifty years. Where do you think all of these people were held? Generally, undertaking an additional 13 million people in such a short period of time meant that there were a lot of side effects to such growth.
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This was at the heart of the industrial period, so not only were the people who normally lived in the countryside making their way to the large urban cities, but immigrants were also coming there too for work. What ended up occurring is that often multiple families would live in the very old places throughout the city. They would cram into small places. Still, there were many families and children who were left without homes. The cities and streets of London were filled with people who had no where to go.
Typically, in urban areas where there are too many people and lower income you will find lots of crime. This was also the case throughout the urban places. Generally, you would find many prostitutes and theft throughout the city on a regular basis. These types of crimes were normally people who were trying to stay alive.
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The city streets themselves were covered with sewage. With severe over-population for the majority of the Victorian era there was no sewage system within the city. It wasn’t until the end of the era that sewage was more properly dealt with. Unfortunately, this caused diseases and illnesses to spread rampant through the large communities. It was stated by statisticians that the average life expectancy of a young male would be 25 years old due to their horrible living and working conditions that they were placed in. Many young children died and those that didn’t barely survived.
Victorian Times Art
The Victorian art may not receive quite as much praise as it probably should, especially if you are speaking solely of the English’s work. Generally, if you collected art work you would probably collect pieces from French or Italian artists. They were considered much more popular and probably are still to this day.
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Another thing to consider is that the Victorian era is the center of the Industrial Revolution. Things that may have involved artists were now being mass produced in factories. The fortunate part is that this fact really did not get too many of the artists of this day down. Their work was still viewed as superior and is probably much more valuable for those few pieces that remain today.
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Probably the first name that most people would think of when they consider Victorian art is William Morris. He really is not a household name, but is still considered to be one of the best artists of this time period. He certainly did not let mass production keep him away from competing in the marketplace. William Morris was responsible for many styles of furniture which his company was responsible for creating by hand in the early days of Morris & Co. Early on though, they did a lot of work on churches with stained glass windows. Some of his work still exists today.

The unfortunate part about the industrial revolution is that it never really spurred too much creativity. There were very few artists who were capable of selling pieces and making a living at it. Generally, people stuck to the much cheaper mass produced items for anything they needed. This could include window work, furniture, trim work in homes, and other things that was all previously considered to be art by the former century’s standards.

Victorian Style Architecture
When people hear the word Victorian, the only thing that comes to their mind is the architecture. However, it is in the reign of Queen Victoria that radical changes in architecture took place, each having their own distinct characteristics.

The buildings that depicted the Victorian architecture are- Victorian gothic buildings having arches, pointed windows; Victorian Italianate architecture that rebelled against the classical architecture, gaining popularity in the United States; Second empire or Mansard style with boxy roofs inspired architecture in Paris in the reign of Napoleon; Victorian stick architecture; folk Victorian; Romanesque architecture; the Queen Anne architecture; Painted ladies is a term used for houses and buildings in 3 or more colors that give details of its architecture.

The popular style of architecture before the Victorian era was the Greek style. It was used for public buildings but, the popularity diminished during the Victorian times. Most of the houses in early times were made of gothic stones but were gradually replaced by wood.

The Victorian architectural period stretches from 1825-1901 and inspirations were drawn from history, nature, geometry, personal life to make new designs. The buildings prior to the Civil War were very simple as compared to the post war structures. The Victorian architecture is a mixture of many styles like the Italianate, stick east-lake, Queen Anne. The Victorian architecture was heavily criticized by the contemporary critics.

The latter stage of 19th century brought changes in the house color schemes, in the architects and the architecture. Initially only white, grey or beige were used as colors but by 1887, people started using light and bright colors. Vibrant colors are the essential feature of Victorian era.

There were changes in the architects as regards to the art and design and in architecture, in terms of money and power. Interiors of the house reflected the personality of the owners or the builders and the exteriors were inspired from Italianate or Renaissance style. From 1895-1915, the middle class had changed its taste of the Victorian houses to more simple looking houses. Natural wood replaced the artificial multi-layered typical houses of the Victorian time.

Victorian architecture is a fairly complex topic. The reason is because different countries have different forms of Victorian architecture. So when speaking about it in England, it is different than when you speak of Victorian architecture in the United States. France and Italy also had their own variations of Victorian architecture. Generally though, the style derives from when Queen Victoria was reigning as monarch in England. Generally though, the actual style may extend a little bit further past her reign according to many architects.
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Many of these Victorian style homes still stand today. It is actually still a style that many people will follow. What you find among most of the Victorian styles is that many of them use shingles. This was a new item which stems from the industrial revolution. The use of shingles frequently allowed for much more intricate roofs, although the Italian Victorian Style homes which you may find in America often had very simple and low roofs. However, there was a common style that we still see today referred to as the Victorian Shingle Style architecture. These homes with this style often have several gables, use of shingles. Even lower floors on large homes will have separate overhangs over them which use shingles for the roofing.
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There were a few forms of the Victorian architecture which did not feature shingles. You can look at both the Second Empire and Gothic Revival forms of Victorian architecture which may be seen more commonly around England than other countries. These generally have sharp pointed roofs and much more intricate detail on them. They give a sense of height on them where they often extend far past the actual use of the building. Some say that the influence came from medieval buildings.

Then, you can not forget the much simpler styles of Victorian homes. The stick architecture as well as the Folk Victorian style are both relatively simple homes. The Folk Victorian primarily used trim and things which were in mass production throughout the industrial revolution and continue to be today. However, the stick architecture were generally fairly simple architecture which used timber throughout the exterior to give a more custom feel to it. They were frequently quite square with no gables.


Victorian Era Interior
The sudden prosperity in the 19th century during the Victorian reign brought about by the Industrial Revolution in the life of the middle-class is clearly depicted in the manner in which they maintained their homes. 


One of the important changes that took place because of the Revolution were the changes in the architecture and furniture found in the homes of these middle-class people which previously only the aristocrats could afford but, after the revolution formed a part of the middle-class life.
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During the Victorian era, the interiors reflected their owners or builders. There were two styles of interior designing prevailing then- the Italian or the Renaissance and the medieval or Queen Anne. Interiors of the Italian style were based on light colors. However, there was a remarkable influence of the French during 1870-1880.
The interiors done would depend upon whether a room was public or private. This was evident from the fact that the public rooms were more ornately and lavishly decorated while the private rooms were less fancy. Interiors also include the color of the house and the type of wall-paper used. 
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Colors were determined on the basis of the location of the house and the kind of materials available on site. Also, light color schemes were used in towns or cities having pollution problems. Wall-paper in the early and mid Victorian times was more of floral patterns with a red, blue, green background. In the later half of the 19th century rich earth colors came to be used with leaf and floral patterns.

Another aspect of interiors was that the fire place and stoves were in every room of the house. The mantels were made of wood, marble or slate painted to look like marble. These fireplaces also form the central point of the room wherein people would warm themselves. 

After 1870 the concept of wall-to-wall carpet became a fashion. Rooms that had plenty of windows would be ornamented in deep red, olive green and brown. Windows were made from stained glass and the window dressings varied from simple Greek to heavy French. Lace curtains were also used to decorate the windows. 
Victorian Era Furniture

n the Victorian era people lived elegantly and leisurely. The Victorian style furniture is inspired from the Gothic, Tudor, Elizabethan, English Rococo, Neoclassical designs. After the Industrial revolution, designers of this era had no direct contact with the customers. Mahogany and rosewood were popular and oak wood made its comeback. 

Iron was also used in the early Victorian style furniture. The furniture was feminine and delicate designs were chosen by people. The basic feature that people looked in the furniture was the comfort it would give. By 1835 the Victorian people wanted furniture that showed a lot of decorated curves.


[image: image18.jpg]




The furniture in the Victorian era is different from the other styles during the 19th century. Victorian homes had rooms furnished as per its requirement. These rooms were filled with side-boards, small lamp tables and display cabinet. 


The Victorian couch is wide and high backed with its back and arms exposed to wood trim of walnut or oak. The couch and side chairs were mainly kept near the fireplace during the winters. These side tables are covered with fabrics and were used to keep plants or arrange books.
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The Victorian side chairs are considered to be a treasure. In a Connecticut dining room there are six chairs have carvings of flower or fruit, but of these six chairs, only two are identical. The most important aspect of these chairs was the comfort given by them to their users by having cushions on the armchairs and the dining room chairs. 


One of the commonly used chairs was the Rocking chair. It could be carried across the floor by the person using it. To correct this tendency of the chair, stationery chairs were made. Both the rocking and the stationery chair had upholstered backs, seats and arms. Lady rocker was a simple form of rocking chair that had either an oval or rectilinear back or seat.



A new style of chairs called the Morris chair was invented by the craftsmen made during the Victorian era after the English poet William Morris. These chairs were low, deep seated with flat, but almost straight wood arms and hinged back that was adjustable to any angle. 


Thick and soft cushions were used to cover the seat and back of the chair. The effect of the Victorian style furniture could be seen throughout the 19th century. The Victorian style included decorations which were simple and had a hand made look to them.

Victorian Style Houses
Victorian houses have been popular since they originated during the Victorian era. However, the Victorian style we have grown to love was not always the same. Homes built early in the Victorian era were extremely simple. Only the wealthy had more elegant homes, and even then, most still preferred the simplistic look on a home.
It was not until after the Civil War that the appreciation for complexity became more abundant. The Industrial Revolution and the use of wood instead of stone brought about many more options and choices to make. Many people began to have more elaborate things in their homes. However, it was still primarily the wealthy that were able to afford such nice complex homes.
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There were also several architecture fanatics that favored the contemporary style. Their feeling was that the Victorian homes had needless complexity and clutter in the style. The contemporaries were used to seeing homes all in a stone color, very few additions being made after the structure was built and very straight lines. The Victorian era and sparked by the Industrial revolution saw many people paint their new homes in bright vivid colors, add very complex lines to the home, and even after the home is structurally sound, the home is often adorned with other wood or stone work that would make it more visually appealing.

The Victorian homes still stand in many parts of the world. They are very easy to spot and have a very classy look about them. There are really two easy characteristics to spot a Victorian home. First, they have very steep gables. Secondly, they often have pointed windows as well. Many Victorian homes still hold these two important traits to the Victorian era homes.
The Victorian homes show the architectural details by providing a comprehensive understanding of its design. These homes can be traced back to an era when there were no cars and as such the concept of having a garage was not known to people. 
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In fact, it was towards the fag end of the Victorian regime that cars were invented. A common feature in every Victorian home would be the presence of chimneys as almost each of the rooms had fireplace which would be useful to keep the home and the people living in it warm from the severe cold. 


The basic characteristics of Victorian houses were- Bay Windows, iron railings, no garages, roofs made of slate, Flemish brick bonding could be seen, patterns in the brick work made from colored bricks, etc. The Victorian home design was primarily determined by the owner of the home. 
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If the home belonged to a rich person, his home would be in a better condition, better built and in a good condition. Also there were flushing toilets, gas lighter and an inside bathroom. A rich mans home had all the luxuries like heavy curtains, designer wallpapers, carpets, water pumps, paintings, etc which is well beyond the capacity of an ordinary person. As against this a poor man lived a shabby life with his entire family living in a same room and lack of facilities that rich could afford.


The Dining room had wall color that was very rich and bright giving the Victorian dining room a royal look. The room was lightened with the help of chandeliers, candle holders, etc which created great influence. For a classic look, often iron or silver candle stand would be placed in the middle of the table with candles in it. 


Furniture in the room brought a different effect to it. The furniture was made from mahogany, walnut and rosewood dark furniture. Tables and chairs of different styles and designs were kept to beautify the room. An important aspect of the dining room was the sideboard. Due to the 19th century revolution in the industrial sector, several changes could be noticed in the housing architecture. People started using dark colors instead of white shade. 
Victorian Workhouses
A workhouse was a place that sheltered the poor people who did not have the means of supporting themselves. These workhouses along with providing a place a live also gave work to the poor people. The workhouses were functioning under the Poor Law systems prevailing in England and Wales, Scotland and Ireland. 

The oldest workhouse can be traced back to 1652 though there are records which suggest that such workhouses existed even before that. The Poor Law of 1601 in England began the concept of state providing relief to the poor and placed a legal responsibility on every parish to take care of the poor that fell within its territory. 

The Poor Law also suggested building of houses for those who were elderly or terminally sick. In the 17th century the system of workhouses slowly developed. There were Acts like the Workhouses Test Act of 1723, the Gilberts Act of 1782 and the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 which were brought into force to regularize and systematize the workhouses.

The workhouses had captured the imagination of the Victorian writers who termed this place as pauper palaces. The Consolidated General Order monitored the workhouse functioning in terms of diet, dress, education, discipline, etc. The routine of the workhouse inmate was designed in such a manner that it was harsh and degrading. 

The reason behind this was to only enable those person to stay in the workhouse who are genuinely poor and have no place to stay nor have any job for a living. In the workhouse men, women and children were kept in separate quarters. Such an arrangement was devastating for those children who were living in the workhouse with their parents. 

The inmates were given a uniform which they had to wear during their stay at the workhouse. There were certain punishments set out by the Poor Law Commission for breaking the rules of the pauper house. The inmates were not permitted to talk to one another to maintain the discipline of the house.

The workhouses had a staff consisting of a Master, a Matron, Chaplain, Medical Officer, School teacher and a porter. The workhouses provided education to the children hoping that at least some of them will not return back to the pauper house as education will help them to fetch for some job. 

However, these children were made to work in factories and mines without their parents knowledge. The working schedule in the pauper house kept the inmates busy throughout the day. The work included grinding animal bones, cooking, cleaning, vegetable cleaning, tailoring and many other things which were boring and hard for the people living there. 

Also in most of the workhouses, the living conditions were such that increased the probability of the inmates suffering from depression. The conditions of the workhouses started improving during the 19th century. Also as the years passed the workhouses were occupied by orphaned children, old people, abandoned children, deserted wives etc. 
Victorian Family
The Victorian family was considered to be a very valuable part of the everyday life throughout the era. Most often families were considered by today’s standards to be very large. In 1870 you would find that the average household family contained five or six children.

In Victorian families, the father himself was the worker of the family. His responsibility was to be the bread winner. He would likely work very long hours. However, when returning to home he frequently had a room referred to as the study. This was a location that he would go if he needed some peace and quiet. The children were frequently not allowed in the study without special permission from the father.
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The mother did not carry the same role that women did of the 1950s. Although they rarely worked, they did not spend their time cooking and washing clothes. Instead, they planned the dinner parties and spent a lot of time generally teaching the children of the home core values. The Victorian life put a huge value on ensuring that parents taught their children properly.
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Children however did not spend a lot of time with their mother or father. In an average day, most time was probably spent with someone like a nanny which would have also been responsible for teaching them arithmetic and reading. They may only spend an hour or two with both parents in attendance late in the evening and only if they were cleaned up. Children left homes early in life to get married and start their own families.

The vast majority of homes in the Victorian era did have servants. These servants were a core part of the average household. Even middle-income households had a servant that was frequently responsible for washing clothes, doing the dishes, and preparing meals. They probably did a lot of the raising when it came to the children. Most of the time, these servants would spend their entire working life with one family.
Victorian Era Books
If we were to time travel back to the Victorian era time you would discover that it was the age of the English novel. This meant the typical Victorian book you would find would have an in-depth plot line, be fairly pragmatic and consist of a variety of characters. Some famous Victorian era books are popular favorites of today such as: Charles Dickens, which was jam packed with witty jokes, drama and a wide array of weird and wonderful characters that could keep you mesmerized and hooked on each page for hours!
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There were plenty of twists and the plot thickened as the stories progressed making them a great read. It was also very apt for the time it was written, showing and depicting how different classes were treated and how they lived their daily lives.

Another famous writer and novelist from the Victorian era who used to write delightful books was that of William Makepeace Thackeray whose most well known book was Vanity Fair which was written in 1848. This was one of those books of Victorian era not for the light hearted as it viciously criticized traits such as greediness and double standards.
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Then you have the female writer- Emily Bronte who wrote the widely read model Wuthering Heights in 1847 and is yet another well known favourite of the Victorian era books. Within this excellent novel you will discover a one of a kind work of art that is based on passions of the heart yet kept within the realms of an undoubtedly vivid artistic world that is created by Emily. Just to name a few others within the fiction category such as: Jane Eyre, Villette and the ever so loved Childs fantasy adventure which is that of Alice's Adventures in Wonderland (1865) written by Lewis Carroll.

There is also a wide array of non- fiction work from accomplished novelists that have written a variety of literature that has influenced today’s modern literary itself. Not only this but many writers have been noted and recognized for their works by notable writers of our own era. Their works live on even though the creators have died. something amazing about Victorian era books.

There is also, probably the most well known of them all - Victorian farm book which has now been adapted into a                                                  
 Victorian Fashion
Based on today’s standards where everyday dressing for women and men alike consists of a decent looking pair of jeans and a comfortable shirt, the fashion for men and women in the Victorian was extremely formal. There was essentially no such thing as pants or trousers for women during this era. They consistently wore dresses, even when they were not in a formal setting. The men also frequently wore slacks and button-up shirt. 
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The formal wear for women had changed slightly from previous eras. No longer did women often wear hats. While some did, it was considered to be outdated and bonnets had taken their place. Some thought that hats were now just for flirtatious women. Bonnets were often heavily decorated as earlier hats were with flowers and bright colors.
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The women’s dresses had also changed slightly. The early Victorian era dresses changed from very bulky and elaborate sleeves to very slimming and sleek long sleeves. This is was the primary change from earlier era formal dresses. Later in the era, however, other things also changed. Instead of long dresses which frequently had trains because there was so much fabric, the new era of dress was one which had simpler lines and only reached the floor, but did not drag.

The men’s dress was fairly similar to other eras. The formal dress for a man would often consist of a top hat. The coat would be quite long; reaching down to the knees and sometimes has a tail on it.

During the downtime while in relaxation of their own home, men would frequently wear small hats. This was a very stylish thing that often went with a relaxing robe. The purpose of the small hats was actually to keep the men warm during cold weather times. However, even after heating had improved in most homes, people continued to wear them because they were in style during this era.


Victorian Era Women’s Costumes
The women’s costumes underwent radical changes in the Victorian era. The dresses worn by women in the early Victorian period showed resemblance to those worn by women in the Georgian age. Etiquette was an important factor in case of Victorian clothing.


In the mid 1800s, women basically wore corsets, balloonish sleeves and crinolines. These crinolines flourished during the 1850s and 1860s. The bustle became popular in the 1870s. In the early years of the Victorian era, the rich families often went to London to purchase the latest fashions. 
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The women used to wear dresses with big padded shoulders to show off their class and poise. These dresses had a long or a short sleeve depending upon the season.


During the Victorian period, women would completely cover their legs by wearing black stockings. In the later years, pants replaced the items that were used earlier. 
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The women’s fashion changed rapidly during the Victorian times. The skirts which had a straight fitting were now spread over large hoops. However, during the last few years of the era, hoop lost its hold and was immediately replaced by skimmer skirts.

There was also a change in the sleeves of the dresses. The sleeves changed from slim to leg o mutton sleeves at the end of Victorian times. The corset was also an essential element in the women’s outfit and the purpose of this corset never changed. 

For a woman to be able to wear a Victorian outfit, she had to have a cinched- in waist. The Victorian women had some liberty in respect of the evening. For evening apparel, women could bear the shoulders and upper part of the chest. This was the case of upper and middle class women. Shawls also formed a part of the Victorian costume. 

Satin, silk and heavy velvet materials were generally worn by the older generation women. Young women chose to wear lighter material. The dresses bought by the middle class women were later on used to make clothes for the children. 
Victorian Era Men’s Costumes
Unlike the women’s clothing, male clothing style did not undergo any radical change. Men wore Stove-pipe pants during the initial years of the century. The men’s costumes were to be formal, sober and elegant during the work hours and otherwise. 

The basic feature of the Victorian male clothing were clean and basic lines, use of dark color and a detailed work of the costume. Men also wore corsets and with time, cinching of waist was replaced by easy breathing loose jackets.
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During the Victorian era, male clothing included coats, vests and hats except when they were doing hard labor jobs. Any costume less then this was considered unsuitable. It was essential for a man to have a waist coat or vest. These vests could be bright colors or dark shades and were used as an accessory to change the tone of the suit. 

Hats were considered as an integral part of the men’s clothes. There were a variety of hats to suit different occasions. Even men wore accessory that suited their clothes. Men wore ties, pocket watches and a walking stick and adding to the outfit were gloves.

It can be observed that during the Victorian reign, men found having facial hair of all sizes as a style statement. Grooming of facial hair was a trait of Victorian men. The period prior to the Victorian era is called the Regency period where it was a fashion among men to have a clean shaven face. However, the Victorian men believed in the exact opposite of it.

Men’s trousers initially had legs covering in tight fitting cloth but, the fashion gradually changed to a loose tubular style. Straight slacks, with a crease in front and back were commonly seen by the end of the century. 

There was also a variation in the Day coats worn by men. These coats had changed into long frock coats, mostly in black color. Waist coats or vests made from wool were commonly used for day wear or as an office wear.

The 16th century witnessed the invention of lace which was used for men’s costume. The male clothing in the early years of the Victorian era was a bit subtler but kind of colorful. For evening occasions they generally chose to wear colors like brown, dark green, blue, violet and black. The use of Braid trimming with customary laces began in 1850s. The major change brought about in the clothing style was by Games and Cycling.
Bathing Costumes
The concept of bathing costume finds its origin in the 1800s when people visited famous seaside for various reasons like diving, swimming and surf bathing. The bathing costumes were designed in such a way so as to cover the entire body. The changes in the fashion of bathing costume were slow and gradual.
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The women bathing suit in the initial few years of the Victorian era was basically a black dress up to knee length. The suits worn by women in the later years of the Victorian period were bulky were more practical and attractive than the earlier ones. Trousers despite being accepted as beachwear only were in vogue in the 1920s. 

The sleeveless bathing costumes were a result of gradual change in the fashion of bathing suits. During the 1700s and early 1800s, women wore long dresses or bathing gowns made of fabric that did not become transparent when wet. 
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Women were careful not to expose their skin in the sun and would go on the beach with a face-shading bonnet, shawl and gloves. Often women would sew weights into the hem of the gowns to prevent their dress from floating up.


In the 1860s the long dresses were replaced by two piece suits- one a gown from shoulder to the knees and a set of trousers with leggings reaching the ankle. In the 1900s the ideal woman had a separate outfit that was only used for bathing. During this time, bathing suits were a common trend and people were getting used to it. The women of this time knew how to keep their bodies covered. 


There was a bathing machine which was actually a hut on wheels gave absolute privacy to the women who spent their entire day on the beach. By the 19th century, the women’s bathing suit had begun to shrink. In the 1920s the bathing suit no longer remained a gown. The Victorian skirts and bloomers were reduced to show more of the feminine figure. The first bikini appeared soon after World War II.


Men were permitted a bit more freedom in their bathing dress, though they wore long sleeveless woolen jerseys over knee length trousers. It was illegal in almost all the places for men to expose their chest. The bathing suit for men were either black or stripped so that it will not be confused for their undergarment.
Victorian Era Children’s Costumes
In the Victorian period, the children’s fashion underwent a number of changes. The dresses worn by both boys and girls were alike until they were five years old. However, their dressing style changed as they grew up. 

Children used to wear clothes made from cotton or wool that was found around the house. The children’s dress had long or short sleeve depending upon the season. The invention of domestic sewing machine in 1851, it was easy for people to make clothes at home. 

Girls’ clothing-
During the 1850s and 60s, small girls wore crinoline petticoats like their mothers. There was a significant difference between the clothes worn by girls and their mothers. The length of the skirts worn by little girls was short than their mothers. The narrow skirts that were more restrictive were in vogue in 1870 and 1880.
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Sailor suit first seen on Queen Victoria’s eldest son was popular for both boys and girls. In the 1890s, it acceptable for girls to wear loose fitting dresses and separate skirt and blouses. The major difference in the clothes of Victorian era and the clothes worn today is the number of layers worn underneath. 
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A girl first wore a chemise (loose fitting shift), then long knickers, stays (softer corset), stockings and a minimum of two petticoats. The clothes worn by girls were of light colors.

Boys’ clothing-
The clothes worn by boys were of dark or bright colors. Fauntleroy suits were in vogue for boys, which consisted of a velvet tunic or jacket with corresponding breeches and a lace collar. The sailor suit first seen on Queen Victoria’s eldest son was popular for both boys and girls. Boys in the Victorian era wore dresses instead of breeches or trousers till they were five years old. 
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The dresses were made shorter as they reached the age were they learned to walk. There were no specific dresses styled for the boys. It was common for boys to wear dresses until they were five years old, but as such there was no set age as to when can the dresses be worn. 


In majority of families the boys clothing was a matter decided by his mother. A boys dress was commonly worn over similar drawers or pantalettes. Tunics were worn by younger boys after breeching.

Victorian Era Shoes
During the Victorian era, the social and moral values and even fashion were all inspired from the Queen Victoria. The shoes were important to complete a women’s apparel. But these shoes often got covered because of the long dresses worn by women and as a result, the demand for a variety of shoes was restricted. The shoes had to match the dress worn by women. These shoes were ornamented with beads, pearls, or rhinestones.
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In the Victorian period, there were three styles of shoes worn by women at an appropriate occasion the boot, clog and dress slipper. The boot was made from hard leather and was worn by working women during the day. 
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The invention of the sewing machine further made the boots easily accessible. The dress slipper and clog were shoes that women wore on special occasions. These shoes would be made of satin with many bright colors and complex designs that perfectly matched with the dresses. 
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The basic idea behind wearing a shoe was to cover the feet below the large hoop skirt. The women of Victorian era were seen as an image of innocence and silence. It was considered inappropriate for women to show their feet. In case the feet and shoes were seen by people on these social gatherings, this would be make the woman feel humiliated.
Victorian Sports
Even though the Victorian era is littered with a lot of poverty and trouble for many of the citizens of England, they still found a lot of time to enjoy sports. In fact, still the most popular sport in the world today, Football (Soccer) really did originate as more than just a casual game. In fact, it was during the Victorian era in 1871 that the first ever Football Association Cup (FA) was played. Many football clubs started to pop up such as Aston Villa and Everton. Although they were primarily organized by churches to encourage people to attend church, some were setup by employers with the intention of bringing in good players to win more games. It is shocking that the game only originated as a way to keep people healthy. People began to get so serious about it that, by 1891 penalty kicks and other rules needed to be established to ensure that the game was played fairly. It was in 1880 that the first match between Australia and England was played. The sport of Football quickly began to attract large crowds with many fans.
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The sport for women though was certainly croquet. Victorian women were considered to lack in both strength and technique in anything that they did. Therefore, croquet was supposed to be a sport that did not require either. The Victorian people, particularly women, really did enjoy it. It never caught on with men like it did women at that time, but it was a sport that both men and women could play together so it was certainly something that the people enjoyed and took seriously.
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Cycling also became extremely popular in the Victorian era. The safety bicycle was up for sale in 1885 and was by far the cheapest form of travel. A lot of times the evening hobby would be for men and women alike who lived in town to ride their bikes out into the countryside. It was a good pastime that eventually caught on as a sport later on.
Victorian Era Tea
There is no definite record as to from when was tea consumed as a drink. It is believed to have begun in ancient China over 5000 years ago. According to the legends, an early Emperor, Shen Nung was once visiting a remote part of his of his kingdom. 

On his way, he and the court stopped to rest for a while. The servants were busy boiling water for drinking it when the dried leaves of a tree fell in the water and formed a brown colored liquid which interested the Emperor. It was in this way that the tea was born. 
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It can be said that tea was introduced in England during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I when she permitted the trade in spices, cotton, silk, indigo, tea etc. But tea gained its hold in Britain during the realm of Charles II, who married a Portuguese princess Catherine of Braganza. It is said that she introduced the pleasures of tea drinking to the English courts. 


Prior to the introduction of tea, English had two main meals- one was the breakfast, and the other dinner. Breakfast was ale, bread and beef. During the mid 18th century, dinner for the upper and middle class had changed from afternoon to an evening meal. Dinner was a long, massive meal that people had at the end of the day.


To have a successful tea party, there was a requirement of cups, saucers, pots, jugs, spoons, tongs, strainers and napkins. The pressure of such tea parties was such that there were special dresses designed to suit the occasion. The tea gown was soft, flowing and feminine. A few years later, along with tea people also had sandwiches, cakes, pastries, toasted bread with jam, etc. 

There were two types of tea served in the Victorian period Low tea and High tea. Low tea was served in the low part of the afternoon in the rich and wealthy houses. The credit of introducing afternoon tea goes to Duchess of Bedford, Anna, who because of her hunger pangs drank tea in the afternoon. 


High tea was the core meal of the day for the middle and lower middle class. This high tea consisted of full dinner items like roast beef, mashed potatoes, peas and tea. As time passed by, tea became a commodity. By the end of the Victorian era, it formed a formation for a closely followed ritual of grand proportions.


During the later Victorian period, afternoon tea was a pastime of the rich which also served the purpose of socializing, having business meetings over a cup of tea, of wives discussing things, 

Victorian Trading
While many people were going hungry in England, many companies were really rising in popularity and thriving. The economy of England, primarily perceived by its rapid growth and large companies was relatively a good economy that had been sparked by the industrial revolution. Due to many things being in mass production, this also meant a large demand for specific items which were not readily accessible at the time. Not to mention that many things gained popularity quickly, such as tea.

Prior to the Victorian era, tea parties were non-existent. In fact, people would typically just wait to eat between a light lunch and a late supper. However, royalty and the other upper class began to see that this was not the most ideal way to live from day to day. Therefore, tea became a very popular item to drink which would subside the hunger and hold people over until supper time arrived. This being the case there were numerous parties where only tea was served and it could also be purchased at many commercial establishments. The demand took over and spurred and interest to trade to gain more tea than what was currently available in England. This made China one of the most prominent trade partners of England during the Victorian era.

China was also a major trading partner because of their fine silk. As many dresses were being mass produced from this material, there simply was not enough available to create as many as there was a demand for. This is a simple situation of why trading for such items was great for China.

There were also many other trading partners in the Victorian era. England saw that they could really benefit by working with other countries instead of against them. It was something unique for the vast majority of Kingdoms in this time period who were typically always bitter rivals with one another. Unfortunately though, some trading partners were treated badly, including many of those from Africa and places like India. Many wars, feuds, and ill feelings towards one another directly derive from some of these exact partnerships during the Victorian era where one country took advantage of someone else.

Victorian Era Wedding
The wedding day was considered to the most important day in the life of a Victorian girl. The girls were from very beginning had been taught to marry and to take of the family. The marriage of a girl was something very special for the mother, the soon to be bride and her family.
The wedding and its related events were steep in ancient traditions that are still followed today. Among many things influencing a young girl were, the month and the day on which she would get married. June was the popular month for marriage as it resembles the Roman goddess, Juno. 
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It was believed that the goddess would bring prosperity and happiness to the couples marrying in June. One of the reasons to marry in June was that the bride was likely to birth her first child in spring, giving her plenty of time to relax before the fall harvest. The Victorian brides were superstitious about the wedding day. 

In the 16th and 17th century, the teenage brides wore pale green (a sign of fertility). A bride in her twenties wore brown dress, while older women wore black. Since Queen Victorias marriage, white has been the traditional color. The early Victorian dress had fitted bodice, small waist, and full skirt and made of organdy, tulle, lace, gauze, silk, linen or cashmere. 
The veil was a fine gauze, sheer cotton or linen. Veils were attached to a tiara of flowers, generally orange blossoms for the bride. The brides along with the dress also had accessories like short white kid gloves, hanky with maiden name initials, silk stockings embroidered, flat shoes ornate with bows and ribbons at the instep.
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During the mid years of the Victorian era, emergence of middle-class wealth lead to the new riches, and the wedding gowns were seen as status symbol. In the later years, demi-train large sleeves were in vogue. In case the marriage was in the church, the bridal dress must have a train, with a veil of the same length. 


The veil could be lace or silk tulle. From the mid years till 1890s, the veil covered the brides face and was not lifted until after church. The widows remarrying in the early and mid Victorian era, wore a pearl, lavender or satin gown trimmed with ostrich feathers, she had no bridesmaid, no veil and no orange blossoms. 


Jewellery is an important element in the weddings. Diamonds have always been favorite jewellery for wedding ceremonies. When the white dress was in fashion, pearl and diamond combinations were generally used. The mid- Victorians wore a diamond diadem for the ceremony to flaunt their wealth. This jewellery was traditionally a gift given to a wife from her husband. 


The grooms also were fashion conscious on their wedding day. In the early years, the groom wore a frock coat of blue, mulberry or claret and a flower favor in his collar. By 1865, the coats had a special flower-hole. The grooms waistcoat would be white and trousers of lavender doeskin. By mid years of the era, frock coats were rarely worn. 


By 1886, men had started wearing pearl colored gloves having black embroidery. A black colored top hat was an obligation throughout the Victorian years.


By the end of the Victorian era, the weddings were allowed to be in the evening as it is today. The father of the bride dressed like the groom and the groomsmen and according to the time of the day for the marriage ceremony.


Bridesmaid gowns had to be beautiful as they became a part of the bride’s attire after the wedding. The bridesmaids covered their heads with short white veils falling from a tiara to just below the hip. If the wedding was at home, then no veil was required.


By the mid years of the era, white was out of fashion, but was worn in amalgamation with other colors. By 1898, the bridesmaid had to wear a dress in contrast to the brides dress, and this is still practiced. Children formed an integral part of the weddings. Little girls would be ring bearers and if older, would play the role of junior bridesmaid. 


The girls dresses were white muslin tied with a ribbon sash matching their stockings and shoes. Boys would dress in velvet jackets, short trousers and round linen collars fastened by large bows of white crepe de chine. The suits would either be black, green, blue or red with a perfectly matching hat.


It was a social customs stated what mothers and female guests should wear. During a daytime wedding, guests wore walking or visiting costumes, while the mothers and other female family members wore reception toilettes.


It was necessary for all the women to wear bonnets in church, but not compulsory if the wedding was at home. Black was considered to be a perfect color for the mother of the bride in the later years.

Christmas
The festival activities were part of the routine of the year throughout the Victorian era. Everyone always looked forward to the festivals and generally the entire country of England took part in it. It did not matter how much money you had or how little, you always took time to enjoy the most popular festival of all, Christmas.
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You may be shocked to find out that the Victorian era sparked many of the most common traditions you still see today. Christmas Cards were probably one of the biggest traditions that spurred from the Victorian era. The idea back then was pretty simple. You could simply pay a penny and have a pre-written letter, or better known as a card, sent to anywhere you wanted it to go in England. The printing press allowed roughly a thousand cards to be printed in 1843 and each of them sold for what essentially amounted to half a penny. That was the great start to the tradition of sending Christmas cards.

It goes without saying that this is probably the biggest tradition of all time outside of gifts. Nowadays, if you don’t have a Christmas tree in your home during Christmas you are the odd one in the country. However, it wasn't actually until the 1840s that Queen Victorias husband, Prince Albert decided to put up a Christmas tree. It helped popularize the idea of having one through England. He got the idea from his native Germany where it had already been a small tradition that was beginning to spread.
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Since music in the Victorian era had begun to really spark interest in new songs and more performances, it was natural to see people create and write songs that revolved around Christmas. It was during this time that many carol singers could be seen going from house to house singing the new songs of that time period, such as O Little Town of Bethlehem, O Come all ye Faithful, and Away in a Manger.
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