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Introduction

The world history is very interesting. It is long and full of different events and the names of famous people. Mostly they are men, but there are some women, who played an important role in the course of history. 

The United Kingdom is one of the greatest countries in the world. Its history has bright events. England and Great Britain have had a few reigning queens. These women rulers are considered to be some of the best-known, longest-reigning and culturally most successful rulers in British history.
You can hardly find a person who does not know Queen Elizabeth I or Victoria, Margaret Thatcher or Queen Elizabeth II. Their lives are bright and their deeds are great. The whole epochs of the British history are connected with their names.

In my scientific paper I would like to write about: 

· the most famous women in the British history, 

· their role in the British history,
· their role in the world history.   
For that I am going to study the literature about the most famous British women. I will try to understand why they are famous. Then I will find out what my classmates know about the role of famous British women-politicians. 

Queen Elizabeth I
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Elizabeth I was born on 7 September 1533 and died on 24 March 1603. She was the Queen of England and the Queen of Ireland from 17 November 1558 until her death. 
Sometimes called the Virgin Queen, Gloriana, or Good Queen Bess, Elizabeth was the fifth and last monarch of the Tudor dynasty
. She was the daughter of Henry VIII
 and she was a princess, but her mother, Anne Boleyn
, was executed two and a half years after her birth, and Elizabeth was declared illegitimate. 

Her path to the throne was difficult and dangerous. Her brother, Edward VI
, gave the crown to Lady Jane Grey
, cutting his sisters out of the succession. His will was set aside, and in 1558 Elizabeth succeeded the Catholic Mary I
. it should be mentioned that during Queen Mary’s reign she had been imprisoned for nearly a year on suspicion of supporting Protestant rebels. Besides, Elisabeth had to fight for her throne with her rival, Mary I, Queen of Scots
.
Elizabeth became queen at the age of 25. On 15 January 1559, Elizabeth was crowned at Westminster Abbey and anointed by the Catholic bishop of Carlisle. After the coronation people met her with a deafening noise of organs, fifes, trumpets, drums, and bells. Elizabeth set out to rule by good counsel, and she depended on a group of trusted advisers led by William Cecil, Baron Burghley
. One of her first moves as queen was to support the establishment of an English Protestant church. She became the Supreme Governor of this church. Today's Church of England dates back to the Elizabethan times.

 It was expected that Elizabeth would marry, but she never did. 
In government, Elizabeth was more successful than her father and siblings. One of her mottoes was "video et taceo" ("I see, and say nothing"). This strategy often saved her from political and marital misalliances. Elizabeth was cautious in foreign affairs and only partly supported a number of ineffective military campaigns in the Netherlands, France and Ireland. But the defeat of the Spanish armada in 1588 associated her name forever with one of the greatest victories in English history. Within 20 years of her death, she was being celebrated as the ruler of a golden age, an image that exists in hearts of the English people.

Elizabeth's reign is known as the Elizabethan era, famous above all for the flourishing of English drama, led by playwrights such as William Shakespeare
 and Christopher Marlowe
, and for an English sea captain, a renowned pirate, and politician of the Elizabethan era Francis Drake
. 
Despite Elizabeth's largely defensive foreign policy, her reign raised England's status abroad. "She is only a woman, only mistress of half an island," marvelled Pope Sixtus V
, "and yet she makes herself feared by Spain, by France, by the Empire, by all". Under Elizabeth, the nation gained a new self-confidence and sense of sovereignty. 
Elizabeth was the first Tudor to recognise that a monarch ruled by popular consent. She therefore always worked with parliament and advisers she could trust to tell her the truth—a style of government that her Stuart successors failed to follow. Some historians have called her lucky; she believed that God was protecting her. 

Some historians depict Elizabeth as a short-tempered, sometimes indecisive ruler, who enjoyed more than her share of luck. Towards the end of her reign, a series of economic and military problems weakened her popularity, as a result, many of her subjects were relieved at her death. 
All in all, after the short reigns of Elizabeth's brother and sister, her 44 years on the throne provided welcome stability for the kingdom and helped forge a sense of national identity. 
Queen Victoria
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One of the most notable queens of England was Queen Victoria. She was born on May 24, 1819, Kensington Palace, London and died on January 22, 1901. Victoria was the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland from 20 June 1837, and the first Empress of India of the British Raj from 1 May 1876, until her death. Her reign as the Queen lasted 63 years and 7 months, longer than that of any other British monarch before or since, and her reign is the longest of any female monarch in history.
Queen Victoria gave her name to an era, the Victorian Age. It was a period of industrial, political, scientific, and military progress within the United Kingdom. She and her husband, Prince Consort Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, had nine children, who through their marriages and their descendants linked the British royal house with many of the royal families of Europe. Victoria's long reign restored dignity and popularity to the British crown and may have saved the monarchy from abolition. 
The only child of Edward, duke of Kent, Victoria became the queen in 1837. Prince Albert, her cousin, met her on his first court visit at Windsor on October 10, 1839, and soon they were married. She was devoted to her husband, relied on his advice, and mourned his death. Queen Victoria experienced unpopularity during the first years of her widowhood, but afterwards became extremely well-liked during the 1880s and 1890s. In 2002, the BBC conducted a poll regarding the 100 Greatest Britons; Victoria attained the eighteenth place
Nowadays much reminds us of Queen Victoria’s reign. It was she, who created a modern constitutional monarchy. The House of Commons' power increased, and the monarch's role became more symbolic. Since Victoria's reign the monarch has had only, in Walter Bagehot's
 words, "the right to be consulted, the right to advise, and the right to warn". 
As Victoria's monarchy became more symbolic than political, it paid much attention to morality and family values. Victoria's reign created for Britain the concept of the "family monarchy".
Victoria was a major figure in terms of Britain's influence through the empire because of family links throughout Europe's royal families. She had the affectionate nickname "the grandmother of Europe". 
The popularity of the queen created some traditions, for example, Victoria started the tradition of a bride wearing a white dress at her wedding. Before Victoria's wedding a bride would wear her best dress of no particular colour. 
Her image appeared on the first postage stamp in 1837. 
Queen Victoria remains the most commemorated British monarch in history, with statues to her erected throughout the former territories of the British Empire. These range from the prominent, such as the Victoria Memorial outside Buckingham Palace to the obscure: in the town of Cape Coast, Ghana, a bust of the Queen presides, rather forlornly, over a small park where goats graze around her. Many institutions, thoroughfares, parks, and structures bear her name.

Several places in the world have been named after Victoria, including two Australian States (Victoria and Queensland), the capitals of British Columbia (Victoria), and Saskatchewan (Regina), the capital of the Seychelles, Africa's largest lake, and Victoria Falls. Victoria, or Città Vittoria, is the capital of Gozo, an island of the Maltese archipelago in the Mediterranean Sea. 
Victoria Day is a Canadian holiday celebrated on the last Monday before or on 24 May in honour of both Queen Victoria's birthday and the current reigning Canadian Sovereign's birthday. While Victoria Day is often thought of as a purely Canadian event, it is also celebrated in some parts of Scotland, particularly in Edinburgh and Dundee, where it is also a public holiday. 

Margaret Thatcher
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Margaret Hilda Thatcher, Baroness Thatcher was born on 13 October 1925. She served as the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from 1979 to 1990 and the Leader of the Conservative Party from 1975 to 1990. She is the only woman in Britain to have held this post. 

Thatcher spent her childhood in the town of Grantham in Lincolnshire, where her father owned two grocery shops. She attended Huntingtower Road Primary School, she won a scholarship to Kesteven and Grantham Girls' School. Her school reports show hard work and commitment, but not brilliance. Outside the classroom she played hockey and also enjoyed swimming and walking. Finishing school during the Second World War, she applied for a scholarship to attend Somerville College, Oxford. She went to Oxford in 1943 and studied Natural Sciences, specializing in Chemistry. 
In 1959 she was elected the MP for Finchley as a Conservative. Four years later, she became the Conservative Party leader. In 1975 Thatcher entered the contest herself and became the leader of the Conservative Party. She became the Prime Minister on 4 May 1979. Arriving at 10 Downing Street, she said, in a paraphrase of St. Francis of Assisi: “Where there is discord, may we bring harmony. Where there is error, may we bring truth. Where there is doubt, may we bring faith. And where there is despair, may we bring hope.”
Thatcher wanted the country to have a higher level of influence and leadership in international affairs. She represented the newly energetic right wing of the Conservative Party. She became a very close ally, philosophically and politically, with President of the United States Ronald Reagan, elected in 1980. 

She experienced ups and downs of her political career. Her political philosophy and economic policies emphasised deregulation of the financial sector, flexible labour markets, and the selling off of state owned companies. Thatcher's popularity decreased, though thanks to economic recovery and the 1982 Falklands War she was re-elected in 1983. She took a hard line against trade unions, survived the Brighton hotel bombing assassination attempt and opposed the Soviet Union. She got the nickname the "Iron Lady".  
The term "Thatcherism" came to refer to her policies, aspects of her ethical outlook and personal style, including moral absolutism, nationalism, interest in the individual, and an uncompromising approach to achieving political goals.
She resigned as Prime Minister in November 1990.
After leaving the House of Commons, Thatcher remained active in politics. She wrote two volumes of memoirs: The Downing Street Years, published in 1993 and The Path to Power published in 1995. A third book followed these, Statecraft: Strategies for a Changing World, detailing her thoughts on international relations since her resignation in 1990.
In August 1992 Thatcher called for NATO to stop the Serbian assault on Goražde and Sarajevo in order to end ethnic cleansing and to preserve the Bosnian state.
From 1993 to 2000, Lady Thatcher served as Chancellor of the College of William and Mary in Virginia, which was established by Royal Charter in 1693. She was also Chancellor of the University of Buckingham, the UK's only private university.
In 2006, Thatcher attended the official Washington, D.C. memorial service to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the 11 September 2001 attacks on the United States.

In February 2007, she became the first Prime Minister of the United Kingdom to be honoured with a statue in the Houses of Parliament while still living. The statue is made of bronze and stands opposite her political hero and predecessor, Sir Winston Churchill.
It is a rare honour for a living Prime Minister to have a painted portrait hanging in the Prime Minister's residence.  All other living prime ministers have photographs only. Baroness Thatcher and only two other Prime Ministers have their portraits painted as well as a hung photograph on display. Sir Winston Churchill and David Lloyd George are the only other Prime Ministers to have hung painted portraits on display in Number 10 Downing Street.
In 1999 Thatcher was among 18 people included in Gallup's List of Widely Admired People of the 20th century, from a poll conducted of Americans. In 2006, she was voted the 5th in the list of "Heroes of our time" by New Statesman.  She was also named a "Hero of Freedom" by the libertarian magazine Reason. 
In the Falkland Islands, Margaret Thatcher Day is celebrated as a public holiday every 10 January, commemorating her visit on this date in 1983, seven months after the military victory. In South Georgia, Thatcher Peninsula also bears her name. 
Upon her death, it has been suggested that Lady Thatcher will be granted the rare honour of a state funeral.
 Thatcher has also been awarded numerous honours from foreign countries. In 1990, she was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian honour awarded by the United States. She was also given the Republican Senatorial Medal of Freedom, Ronald Reagan Freedom Award, and named a patron of the Heritage Foundation. She was also awarded the Grand Order of King Dmitar Zvonimir, the fourth highest state order of the Republic of Croatia.
In conclusion it should be mentioned, that to her supporters, Margaret Thatcher remains a revolutionary figure who revitalised Britain's economy, impacted the trade unions, and re-established the nation as a world power. But Thatcher was also a controversial figure, her premiership was also marked by high unemployment and social unrest. Speaking in Scotland in April 2009, before the 30th anniversary of her election as prime minister, Thatcher declared: "I regret nothing," and insisted she "was right to introduce the poll tax and to close loss-making industries to end the country's dependency culture. Nevertheless, in spite of all drawbacks of her policy, she is considered to be one of the greatest politicians in the world.
Lady Di
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Diana, Princess of Wales was born on 1 July 1961 and perished in the car crash on 31 August 1997. She was the first wife of Charles, Prince of Wales. Their sons are Princes William and Harry.

Her father was John Spencer, Viscount Althorp and her mother was Frances Spencer, Viscountess Althorp. She had elder sisters Sarah and Jane, and two brothers. 
Diana attended school. 

Diana was first educated at Silfield School, Kings Lynn, Norfolk, then at Riddlesworth Hall in Norfolk, and at West Heath Girls' School in Sevenoaks, Kent. She wasn’t a brilliant student but she got an award from West Heath for her outstanding community spirit. 
In 1977, at the age of 16, she left West Heath and briefly attended Institute Alpin Videmanette, a finishing school in Rougemont, Switzerland. 
Diana was good at swimming and diving, and longed to be a professional ballerina with the Royal Ballet. She studied ballet for a time, but then grew to 5'10", far too tall to become a professional.

Diana moved to London where she took an advanced cooking course at her mother's suggestion, although she never became an adroit cook, and worked first as a dance instructor for youth, until a skiing accident caused her to miss three months of work. She then got a job as a kindergarten assistant, did some cleaning work for her sister Sarah and several of her friends, and worked as a hostess at parties. 
Prince Charles had known Diana for several years, but he first took a serious interest in her during the summer of 1980, when they were guests at a country weekend, where she watched him play polo. They began dating. Diana was well received at Balmoral by Queen Elizabeth II, by Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and the Queen Mother. The couple then had several dates in London. The prince proposed on 6 February 1981, and Diana accepted. 
Diana became The Princess of Wales when she married Charles on 29 July 1981 at St Paul's Cathedral, which offered more seating than Westminster Abbey. It was like a "fairytale wedding," watched by a global television audience of 750 million. Soon two sons were born, William and Harry.

The Princess of Wales became well-known for her support of numerous charities. She was expected to visit hospitals and other state agencies as other members of the Royal family do. Diana, however, developed an interest in serious illnesses and health-related matters including AIDS and leprosy. 
In addition, the Princess patronised charities and organisations working with the homeless, youth, drug addicts and the elderly. From 1989, she was President of Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children. She was really interested in this kind of work.

In the last year of her life Diana was the most visible supporter of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, a campaign that went on to win the Nobel Peace Prize in 1997 after her death. Many believed it was a posthumous tribute to the Princess. 
Some people accused the Princess of meddling in politics and declared her a 'loose cannon.' But her interest in landmines was focused on the injuries they create, often to children, long after a conflict is over. In January 1997, pictures of the Princess touring an Angolan minefield in a ballistic helmet and flak jacket were seen worldwide. In August 1997, just days before her death, she visited Bosnia with the Landmine Survivors Network. 

She is believed to have influenced the signing, though only after her death, of the Ottawa Treaty, which created an international ban on the use of anti-personnel landmines. 
On 31 August 1997, Diana died in a car crash in the Pont de l'Alma road tunnel in Paris. 
Immediately after her death, many memorials to Diana appeared. The largest was outside the gates of Kensington Palace. Permanent memorials include:

· The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Gardens in Regent Centre Gardens Kirkintilloch 

· The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fountain in Hyde Park, London opened by Queen Elizabeth II. 

· The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Playground in Kensington Gardens, London. 

· The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Walk, a circular path between Kensington Gardens, Green Park, Hyde Park and St James's Park, London 

In addition, there are two memorials inside Harrods department store, owned by Dodi Al-Fayed's father Mohamed Al-Fayed, in London. The first memorial consists of photos of the two behind a pyramid-shaped display that holds a wine glass still smudged with lipstick from Diana's last dinner as well as an 'engagement' ring Dodi purchased the day before they died. The second is a bronze statue of the two dancing on a beach beneath the wings of an albatross.

After Diana's death, the Diana Memorial Fund was granted intellectual property rights over her image. In 1998 Azermarka issued the postage stamps with both Azeri and English captions, commemorating Diana. The English text reads "Diana, Princess of Wales. The Princess that captured people's hearts".

From the time of her engagement to the Prince of Wales in 1981 until her death after a car accident in 1997, Diana was one of the most famous women in the world, a bright representative of her generation. 

She is most popularly referred to as "Princess Diana", a title she never held. Still, she is sometimes referred to in the media as "Lady Diana Spencer", or simply as "Lady Di". After Tony Blair's famous speech she is also often referred to as the People's Princess. 
Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom
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Elizabeth II was born on 21 April 1926. She is the Queen regnant of sixteen independent sovereign states known informally as the Commonwealth realms. As a constitutional monarch, she is politically neutral and by convention her role is largely ceremonial. 
When Elizabeth was born, the British Empire was an influential world power, but its influence declined, particularly after World War II, and the Commonwealth of Nations was formed. 
During her reign, which is one of the longest for a British monarch, she became the queen of 25 other countries within the Commonwealth as they gained independence from Britain. She has been the sovereign of 32 individual nations.
Elizabeth was the first child of Prince Albert, Duke of York (later King George VI), and his wife, Elizabeth. Her only sibling was Princess Margaret, born in 1930. The two princesses were educated at home under the supervision of their mother and their governess, Marion Crawford. Elizabeth studied constitutional history with Henry Marten, Vice-Provost of Eton College. She learned modern languages, and still speaks French fluently. A Girl Guides company, the 1st Buckingham Palace Company, was formed specifically so Elizabeth could socialise with girls of her own age. 
In 1945, 18-year-old Elizabeth began to carry out solo duties, such as reviewing a parade of Canadian airwomen. She joined the Women's Auxiliary Territorial Service, as No. 230873 Second Subaltern Elizabeth Windsor. She trained as a driver and mechanic, drove a military truck, and rose to the rank of Junior Commander. She is the last surviving head of state who served in uniform during World War II. 
At the end of the war in Europe, on Victory in Europe Day, Elizabeth and her sister joined anonymously with the celebratory crowds in the streets of London. Two years later, the Princess made her first official overseas tour, when she accompanied her parents to Southern Africa. On her 21st birthday, in a broadcast to the British Commonwealth from South Africa, she said: "I declare before you all that my whole life, whether it is long or short, shall be devoted to your service and the service of our great imperial family to which we all belong." 
Elizabeth married Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh on 20 November 1947.  Elizabeth gave birth to her first child, Prince Charles, on 14 November 1948, a second child, Princess Anne, was born in 1950. Later Princes Andrew and Edward, in 1959 and 1963 were born.
In 1952, Elizabeth was proclaimed queen after her father’s death. 
The Queen's coronation was held in Westminster Abbey on 2 June 1953. Elizabeth wore a gown which was embroidered with floral emblems for the countries of the Commonwealth: English Tudor rose, Scots thistle, Welsh leek, Irish shamrock, Australian wattle, Canadian maple leaf, New Zealand fern, South African protea, lotus flowers for India and Ceylon, and Pakistan's wheat, cotton, and jute. 
Elizabeth has devoted her life to the ongoing transformation of the British Empire into the Commonwealth of Nations. She became the first reigning monarch of Australia and New Zealand to visit those nations. Throughout her reign Elizabeth has undertaken state visits to foreign countries, as well as tours of each Commonwealth country, including attending all Commonwealth Heads of Government Meetings. Elizabeth II is the most widely-travelled head of state in history. 
In 1957, she made a state visit on behalf of the Commonwealth to the United States, where she addressed the United Nations General Assembly. On the same tour she opened the 23rd Canadian Parliament, becoming the first monarch of Canada to open a parliamentary session. Two years later, on behalf of Canada, she revisited North America. In 1961, she toured Cyprus, India, Pakistan, Nepal and Iran. Harold Macmillan
 wrote at the time: "the Queen has been absolutely determined all through. She is impatient of the attitude towards her to treat her as ... a film star ... She has indeed 'the heart and stomach of a man' ... She loves her duty and means to be a queen." 
Elizabeth opened the first Canadian trans-Atlantic telephone cable in 1961, by calling Canadian Prime Minister, John Diefenbaker, from Buckingham Palace. In 1969, Elizabeth sent a congratulatory message to the Apollo 11 crew on the first manned lunar landing; the micro-filmed message was left in a metal container on the moon's surface. She later met the crew at Buckingham Palace.
She always is interested in politics though she can’t make any decisions. She didn’t approve British and French invasion of Egypt in an attempt to capture the Suez Canal. In the 1980s, it was rumoured that Elizabeth was worried that Thatcher's economic policies increased social divisions, and was alarmed by high unemployment, a series of riots, the violence of a miners' strike, and Thatcher's refusal to apply sanctions against the apartheid regime in South Africa. In May 2007, the Queen was frustrated by the policies of British Prime Minister Tony Blair. Elizabeth showed concern that the British Armed Forces took part in war affairs in Iraq and Afghanistan.
The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary in 2007; their marriage is the longest of any British monarch. The Queen is the third-longest-reigning monarch of the United Kingdom, the second-longest-serving current monarch of a sovereign state and the oldest reigning British monarch. She has no intention of abdicating, though the proportion of public duties performed by Prince Charles may increase as Elizabeth reduces her commitments.
Since Elizabeth rarely gives interviews, little is known of her personal feelings. As a constitutional monarch, Elizabeth has not expressed her own political opinions in a public forum. She does have a deep sense of religious and civic duty, and takes her coronation oath seriously. Her clothes consist mostly of solid-colour overcoats and decorative hats, which allow her to be seen easily in a crowd. Her main leisure interests are equestrianism, photography, and dogs, especially her Pembroke Welsh Corgis. 
Queen Elizabeth’s reign has survived ups and downs. In the 1950s Elizabeth was depicted as a glamorous "fairytale Queen". After the trauma of the war, it was a time of hope, a period of progress and achievement heralding a "new Elizabethan age. In the late 1960s, attempts to portray a more modern image of monarchy were made in the television documentary Royal Family, and by televising Prince Charles's investiture as Prince of Wales.
 At her silver jubilee, the crowds and celebrations were genuinely enthusiastic, but in the 1980s public criticism of the royal family increased, as the personal and working lives of Elizabeth's children were widely discussed in mass media.
 Elizabeth's popularity sank to a low point in the 1990s; under pressure from public opinion she began to pay income tax for the first time, and Buckingham Palace was opened to the public.  Discontent with the monarchy reached its peak on the death of Diana, Princess of Wales.

 As Elizabeth’s Golden Jubilee year began, the media speculated whether it would be a success or a failure. The year began with the death of Elizabeth's sister and mother, but a million people attended each day of the three-day main Jubilee celebration in London. The enthusiasm shown by the public for Elizabeth was greater than many journalists had predicted. 
Her work for peace and strengthening relations between countries and people all over the world has been appreciated. Elizabeth has received honours and awards from countries around the world, and has held honorary military positions throughout the Commonwealth.
Conclusion
I have read much about the most famous women in the British history and I have come to the conclusion that they have much in common.

· All of them loved and love their country and people.

· Their main purpose was and is to glorify their country.
· They were and are devoted to their deal.

And I should mention, that in spite of the fact that most of them survived ups and downs in their life, they are remembered and respected by the British people. More than that, they are well-known and respected by people all over the world.
As for my lyceum mates, most of them (59%) know some information about Elizabeth II, 24% of the pupils know something Princess Diana, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria. And 46% of students like most Princess Diana. But 35% of students know nothing about British women – politicians. 31% consider Elizabeth II the most successful politician. 
In conclusion, I should say that the topic of my scientific paper is actual and the material can be used at the lessons of history and English.
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� The House of Tudor was a prominent European royal house that ruled the Kingdom of England and its realms, including the Lordship and Kingdom of Ireland, from 1485 until 1603. - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/


� Henry VIII (28 June 1491 – 28 January 1547) was King of England from 21 April 1509 until his death. - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/


� Anne Boleyn (1501 or 1507 – 19 May 1536) was Queen of England from 1533 to 1536 as the second wife of King Henry VIII and Marquess of Pembroke in her own right. - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/


� Edward VI (12 October 1537 – 6 July 1553) became King of England and Ireland on 28 January 1547 and was crowned on 20 February at the age of nine. - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/


� Lady Jane Grey (1536/1537 – 12 February 1554) was a claimant to the Kingdom of England and Kingdom of Ireland. She was de facto monarch of England after the death of Edward VI for just over a week in July 1553. - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/


� Mary I (18 February 1516 – 17 November 1558) was Queen of England and Queen of Ireland from 19 July 1553 until her death. - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/


� Mary I (popularly known in the English-speaking world as Mary, Queen of Scots and, in France, as Marie Stuart) (8 December 1542 – 8 February 1587) was Queen of Scots from 14 December 1542 to 24 July 1567. - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/


� William Cecil, 1st Baron Burghley (13 September 1520 – 4 August 1598), KG, was an English statesman, the chief advisor of Queen Elizabeth I for most of her reign, twice Secretary of State (1550–1553 and 1558–1572) and Lord High Treasurer from 1572. - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/


� William Shakespeare (� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptism" \o "Baptism" �baptised� 26 April 1564; died 23 April 1616) was an English poet and playwright, widely regarded as the greatest writer in the English language and the world's preeminent dramatist. - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/


� Christopher Marlowe (c. 26 February 1564 – 30 May 1593) was an English dramatist, poet and translator of the Elizabethan era. - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/


� Sir Francis Drake, Vice Admiral (1540 – 27 January 1596), was an English sea captain, privateer, navigator, slaver, a renowned pirate, and politician of the Elizabethan era- http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/


� Pope Sixtus V (13 December, 1520 – 27 August, 1590), born Felice Peretti di Montalto, was Pope from 1585 to 1590- http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/


� Walter Bagehot - (3 February 1826 – 24 March 1877) was a British businessman, essayist, and journalist who wrote extensively about literature, government, and economic affairs. - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Bagehot


� Maurice Harold Macmillan, 1st Earl of Stockton, OM, PC (10 February 1894 – 29 December 1986) was a British Conservative politician and Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from 10 January 1957 to 18 October 1963. - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Bagehot
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