 Plateau Putorana: “pearl” of the Russian arctic
  Every day from books, magazines, newspaper, TV and the internet I get a lot of interesting information about different countries of the world. It is so interesting for me to learn how people from other countries.
   At our English lessons we speak a lot about the UK and other English-speaking countries and it is great. I wish I were there. When I grow up I’ll visit the UK and the USA. I’d like to see with my own eyes some beautiful places which have read or heard about.
   First of all I would choose to visit London, because I can practice my English there. This city is the capital of the UK, its heart, and one of the oldest and the most beautiful cities in the world. I’d like to take pictures of some ancient castles, churches and places, and walk along London’s streets. Besides, I can learn about English traditions and customs only when I visit art galleries, museums and concert halls, and meet people who live there. I want to take part in different activities , like folk festivals. Moreover, I can communicate with the native speakers of English.
   There are a lot of other wonderful cities and towns, which I dream about such as Liverpool, New York and Washington, DC. But only in my dreams! There is no place like home and I completely agree with the proverb: “East of West- Home is Best”. 
   I’m sure Russia is the best country in the world. Many famous people are from our country. I’m proud that I was born and live there. And, of course, the most beautiful places of interest are in our cities and towns.
   I live in a small village called Karaul. It is situated on the North of our country, in the Taimyr peninsula. The Taimyr peninsula is one of a few northern wildlife corners which is actually an important controller of biosphere life, custodian of  nature genotypes, magnificent place for recreation and touring. There are many preserves nature too. The most beautiful of them is Putorana Plateau. This publication presents a brief description of it.
[image: ]
The Putorana Plateau is the largest solid mountain massif in the Russian Arctic, the Putorana Plateau. The Putorana Plateau, where extremely beautiful landscapes are represented, is rightfully considered as a “pearl” of the Russian   Arctic. The main natural sights of the reserve are the unique landscapes of the plateau, canyon-like depressions of the huge tectonic lakes, numerous waterfalls including the highest one in Russia. The length of this mountain country is more than 500 km,  the width  is about 250 km. average height of mountains is 900-1200 m. Depth of canyons is rather significant – up to 1500m. Lakes are one of the most outstanding component of landscape of the Putorana Plateau. Nowhere in the world one can see so much long (50-150 km) and deep (50-420m) lakes as in the Putorana. There are more than 25000 lakes on the plateau. These lakes are the biggest in Siberia after Baikal and Teletskoye lake and have common with Norvegian fiords, only on surface. The numerous waterfalls bring the territory an outstanding significance. They differ in their forms and in power of waterflow. Their scale and quantity are impressive. There is a waterfall 108 m high, one of the highest in Russia. 
   The Putorana Plateau strikes the traveler’s imagination at the first sight. The view of the surrounding mountain landscape is magnificent. There, in this wonderful place of the world, the symphony of life and silence of non-existence, chaos and harmony of the surrounding nature have paradoxically merged together.



                      The Waterfalls[image: ]
Waterfalls are numerous, and all are different. There are no two similar ones.
   Waterfalls differ not only by size. Each of them, like a human being, has its soul and temper. There are giants, hundreds of meters wide  and tens of meters high, thundering down from black  basalt rocks in foaming streams. It seems they are chose by the elements to demonstrate their wild temper.  

  Many Putorana rivers cut giant canyons up to 1500 m deep in basalt rocks. The winter on the Putorana Plateau is long and sever. Everything is bound with cold and the main features of the Arctic landscape. They will remind of their power over the life of the northern nature even in summer.
   Flat tops of the  Putorana Plateau are almost completely lifeless. Snow and frost rule there for 11 months in a year. Boundless Taimyr plains stretched out at the northern foothills of the  Putorana Plateau.
[image: ]   In my opinion the  Putorana Plateau is the pearl of our region. There is so much to see there! I’m sure it’s the best place to visit! 
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