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                                   Introduction
    This work is devoted to Diana Frances Spencer, one of the most popular women in Great Britain and in the whole world. Her popularity was great during her lifetime and is great nowadays, after the car crash, in which Diana died.

   I tried to describe her life as it was, without any embroidery, to clear out the reasons of her incredible popularity among ordinary people and the reasons of her unexpected tragic death and to show why she was beloved by the world and hated by the Royal Family.

  It is said, spoken, written and shown a lot about Diana, her short, but very outstanding life, full of love, emotions, success, risings and fallings and the spirit of tragedy.

   She was a very charming and witty woman, besides, she had an extraordinary sense of compassion. She was sincere not only in front of the cameras, but also in the situations when there were no cameras and journalists around her.

   With the boundless intention to do good, so characteristic of her, she helped a lot of people all over the world.  It is seldom met in our world today. 

  Her power was not in the political status, but in the strength of overflowed compassion to those, who was in need.

   Diana Frances Spencer seemed to come out of virtual obscurity when she wed Prince Charles in 1981. Thrust onto the world stage at the young age of twenty-one and faced with the pressures of living up to the expectations and standards of Britain’s Royal family, Diana endured both the adoration and painful scrutiny of the public, the media and the royal family.  Dubbed the “People’s Princess” by the press and the “Queen of Hearts” by the prime Minister of England, John Major, Diana revived a staid monarchy with her  vitality, charm, and glamour and ushered in a new age for the British monarchy. She committed herself to her sons, Prince William and Prince Harry, and charity work, touching the lives of the sick, the homeless and everyday people with her warmth and humanity. Hounded by the media and beloved by the world, Princess Diana’s life played out like a fairytale, a soap opera, and ultimately a tragedy when she was killed in a car crash in 1997 while fleeing the paparazzi. Diana’s legacy of compassion, grace, and kindness lives on and continues to touch and inspire people from all spheres of life. 
   “Diana was the very essence of compassion, duty, style and beauty. All over the world she was the symbol of the disinterested benevolence. All over the world she was the standard – bearer of the humiliated rights, the real English girl, represented the nation. Noble from her birth, out of classic belonging, she proved during the last year that there was no necessity for her to have the queen’s title to continue to create the real wonders.”

                                               Early Life
     Diana Frances Spencer was born on July 1, 1961 at Park House, Sandringham in Norfolk, England and was baptized on the 30th of August, 1961 at St. Mary Magdalene Church by the Rt. Rev. Percy Herbert (rector of the church and former Bishop of Norwich and Blackburn), with godparents that included John Floyd (the Chairman of Christie’s).

      The mansion, the family lived in, was located next door to the Royal family’s Sandringham estate.
      She was the third child of the Lord and Lady  Althorp’s four children with older sisters Sarah (born on the 19th of March, 1955) and Jane (born on the 11th of  February, 1957), as  well as  an infant brother, the  Honourable John Spencer ( born and  died  on the 12th of  January, 1960). The heir to the Spencer titles and estates, her younger brother Charles, was born three years after her on the 20th of May, 1964.
      One of Diana’s playmates was Prince Andrew, Charles’s brother. Diana’s mother, the Honourable Frances Shand Kydd, is the daughter of a wealthy Anglo-Irish baron. Lady Fermoy, Diana’s grandmother, was for years chief lady-in-waiting to the Queen Mother. Diana’s father, the Viscount Althorp who became an Earl in 1975, was a remote descendant of the Stuart kings and a direct descendant of Charles II (1630-1685).

      The Spencers have served the Crown as courtiers for generations and are related to the Sir Winston Churchills and at least eight U.S. presidents, including George Washington, John Adams and Franklin D.Roosevelt. Diana’s younger brother Charles is Queen Elizabeth’s godson, and her father was the late Queen Mary’s godson and former personal aide to both King George VI and Queen Elizabeth.
      Diana, a quiet and reserved child, had a relatively happy home life until she was eight years old, when her parents went through a bitter divorce and her mother ran off with the heir to a wallpaper fortune-Peter Shand Kydd. Diana’s mother took her and her younger brother to live in an apartment in London’s Knightsbridge, where Diana attended a local day school. At Christmas the children returned to Norfolk with their mother and Lord Althorp subsequently refused to allow them to return to London. Lady Althorp sued for custody, but her mother’s testimony during the trial against her contributed to the court awarding custody of Diana and her brother to their father. Diana, who remained close to her mother, subsequently became depressed. On the 14th of July, 1976, Lord Spencer married Raine Legge, Countess of Dartmouth, the only daughter of British romance novelist Barbara Cartland, after he was named as the “other party” in the Dartmouth’s divorce. During this time Diana travelled between her parents’ homes. Her father inherited the earldom and Spencer seat in Althorp, Northamptonshire on the 9th of June, 1975, and her mother moved to the Island of Seil on the west coast of Scotland. Diana, like her siblings, did not get along with her stepmother. They had a very stormy relationship.
                                                             Education
    Diana’s academic career was unremarkable. She was tutored at home until the age of nine, when she was sent to Riddlesworth Hall in Norfolk. Her “major moment of academic distinction,” according to People, was when she won an award for taking especially good care of her guinea pig, Peanuts. At the age of 12, Diana began attending the exclusive West Heath School in Sevenoaks, Kent, where she was regarded as a poor student, having attempted and failed all of her O-levels twice. Her outstanding community spirit was recognized with an award from West Heath. At about that time, she first met her future husband, who was dating her eldest sister, Lady Sarah. Diana reportedly excelled in swimming and diving and longed to be a professional ballet – dancer with the Royal Ballet. She studied ballet for a time, but then grew to 5’10”, far too tall to become a professional. 
         Diana became bored with academics and dropped out of West Health at the age of 16. Her father sent her to a Swiss finishing school, Chateau d’Oex in Rougemont, Switzerland. She became homesick within a few months and returned to Norfolk. For a while she hired herself out as a cleaning woman, eventually finding work as a kindergarten teacher’s aid.

    Diana  moved to London before she turned seventeen, living in her mother’s flat, as her mother then was living most  of the year in Scotland. Soon afterward an apartment was purchased for 50,000 sterling, as an 18 th birthday present, at Coleherne Court in the Earls Court area of the Kensington and Chelsea. She lived there until 1981 with three flatmates, sharing with them housekeeping and cooking duties. 

    In London she took an advanced cooking course at her mother’s suggestion, although she never became an adroit cook, and worked first as a dance instructor for youth, until a skiing accident caused her to miss three months of work. She then got a job as a kindergarten assistant, did some cleaning work for her sister Sarah and several of her friends and worked as a hostess at parties.
                                            Meeting with Charles
        Prince Charles’s love life had often been the subject of press speculation and he was linked to many glamorous and aristocratic women, including Diana’s older sister Sarah. Charles had also dated Davina Sheffield, Scottish heiress Anna Wallace, the Honorable Amanda Knatchbull (granddaughter of Louis Mountbatten, the 1st Earl Mountbatten of Burma), actress Susan George, Lady Jane Wellesley, heiress Sabrina Guinness and Camilla Shand, among others. In his early thirties, he was under increasing pressure to marry. Legally, his marriage required the Queen’s formal consent.                                      
        The only requirement was he could not marry a Roman Catholic or he would lose his place in the order of succession; a member of the Church of England was preferred. In order to gain the approval of his family and their advisers, any potential bride was expected to have a royal or aristocratic background, be a virgin, as well as be Protestant. Although Prince Charles had known Diana, literally the girl next door, for virtually all of her life, he regarded her as a playmate for his younger brothers. He later dated Diana’s older sister, Lady Sarah, who eventually became Mrs. Neil McCorquodale. Lady Sarah reintroduced Charles and Diana at a pheasant hunt at Althorp in 1977. “Diana taught him how to tap-dance on the terrace,” a family friend once told McCall’s. “He thought she was adorable…full of vitality and terribly sweet.” 
       Charles was struck by “what a very amusing and jolly and attractive 16-year-old she was,” Times reported. Diana concluded that the prince was “pretty amazing.” Charles thought Diana was too young to be considered as a marriage prospect, however, and the romance didn’t bloom for another three years. In July of 1980 Diana visited the royal family’s Balmoral Castle in Scotland to see her sister, Lady Jane, who was married to Robert Fellowes, the queen’s assistant secretary. Once again Diana ran into Charles, and the two walked and fished together. Charles was quoted as saying in Times, “I began to realize what was going on in my mind and hers in particular.” Diana was invited back in September.

       Soon afterward, reporters began to  suspect the  nature of her relationship with Charles and began to hound Diana mercilessly, photographing her with the prince at her London flat  and  once while  holding one of the children at  the nursery school where she taught. To her horror, the sun behind her back clearly outlined her thighs through her skirt in a photo that has since been reprinted many times. At one point Diana’s mother fired off a letter to the London Times, demanding, “Is it necessary or fair to harass my daughter daily?,”  as  quoted in Times.
      Charles proposed to Diana at dinner in his Buckingham Palace apartment on February 3, 1981.Diana was the first British citizen to marry the heir to the throne since 1659, when Prince James – later James II- married Lady Anne Hyde. In addition, Diana was an Anglican, presenting no legal obstacles to marriage with the man who, as a king, would head the Church of England. Her past was pristine, a matter of great importance to the Royal family. A well-known saying soon made the rounds in the press:  Diana had a history, but no past.
    According to a Times interview with the royal couple, Charles said the courtship was conducted “like a military operation” on national television.  He proposed over dinner for two before Diana’s February 6 departure for a vacation in Australia. “I wanted to give Diana a chance to think about it –to think if it was going to be too awful. If she didn’t like the idea, she could say she didn’t.But in fact she said” Diana interrupted, “Yes, quite promptly. I never had any doubts about it.”

   When Diana returned from her trip, Charles asked the Earl Spencer for his daughter’s hand. Diana resigned her teaching post and moved into the palace’s Clarence House with the Queen Mother, where she was instructed in the royal protocol.
                                      Engagement and wedding
     Their engagement became official on the 24th of February, 1981, after Diana selected a large 30,000 ring, consisting of 14 diamonds surrounding a sapphire, similar to her mother’s engagement ring.20-year-old Diana became The Princess of Wales when she married Charles on the 29th of July, 1981 at St. Paul’s Cathedral, which offered more seating than Westminster Abbey, generally used for royal nuptials. 

     It was widely billed as a “fairytale wedding,” watched by a global television audience of 750 million. At the altar Diana accidentally reversed the order of Charles’s names, saying Philip Charles Arthur George instead. She also did not say she would “obey,” which caused a sensation at the time. Diana wore a dress valued at 9000 with 25 foot train. The couple’s wedding cake was created by Belgian pastry chief S.G. Sender, who was known as the “cake maker to the kings.” 
    The Archbishop of Canterbury and 25 other clerks officiated at the wedding of Prince Charles and Lady Diana. A congregation of 2,500 and a worldwide TV audience watched the ceremony under the dome of St.Paul’s Cathedral. Five mounted military police officers led Diana in her glass coach from Clarence House to St.Paul’s. Two million spectators – whose behaviour was kept in check by 4,000 policemen and 2,228 soldiers – jammed the professional route.
    Soon afterward, Diana’s professional life became an endless round of ceremonial tree plantings, introductions and public appearances. She was scheduled for 170 official engagements during the year following the royal wedding. In their first seven years of marriage, the Prince and Princess of Wales made official visits to 19 countries and held hundreds of handshaking sessions. But Diana was shielded from the press, never making any public statements –except for those approved by the palace –or giving a private interview to any reporter.
    There seemed to be no doubts about Charles’s and Diana’s love to each other in those early days. “Diana seems absolutely floating in the clouds when she’s around  the  Prince –squeezing his hand, nuzzling his cheek or leaning her head on his shoulder”, Rita Lachman, a close friend of the Spencers’, observed in McCall’s. “And although the Prince’s training has made his behaviour more restrained, it is obvious how he feels about her.” Later developments would make it appear that the relationship was rocky even before the marriage, but the public would only see the fairy tale faсade.
                                                              Children
   On November 5, 1981, the palace announced that the Princess of Wales was expecting a child and Diana frankly discussed her pregnancy with members of the press corps. In the private Lindo wing of St.Mary’s Hospital, Paddington, 11 months after the royal wedding, on the 21st of June, 1982, Diana gave birth to her first son and heir, William. Charles was present when his wife gave birth to their son. Dr.George Pinker, Queen Elizabeth’s gynecologist, attended the birth. Prince William, nicknamed Wills, was born healthy and charming.
      There was some controversy in the media when she decided to take William, still a baby, on her first major overseas visit to Australia and New Zealand, but which was popularly applauded.  By her own admission, Diana had not initially thought to, or insisted upon, bringing William until it was suggested by the Australian Prime Minister.

      A second son, Henry, was born a little over two years after William on the 15th of     September, 1984. According to Diana, she and Prince Charles were closest during her pregnancy with “Harry,” as the younger prince became known. She was aware their second son was a boy, but did not share the knowledge with anyone else, including Prince Charles, who was hoping for a girl.

       After giving birth, Diana dropped 30 pounds from her 5-foot 10-inch frame, according to a People correspondent, “leaving it lean and elegant - a splendid rack for the designer rags, she assembled with impressive taste. Almost overnight a pretty girl has transformed into a statuesque belle.” Around that time, reports, alleging that Diana suffered from anorexia nervosa, first began to surface.

      Even during her lifetime, when Diana underwent frequent and regular criticism for her choice of charities, her public image, relationship with the media, as well as her relationship with her husband and his family, Diana was universally regarded as a devoted mother, who lavished her sons with attention and affection. Diana rarely deferred to Prince Charles or the Royal family and was often implacable when it came to her children. She chose their first given names, went against the royal custom of circumcision, dismissed a royal family nanny and hired one of her choosing, in addition to choosing their schools, clothes, planning their outings and taking them to school as often as her schedule permitted.

     She also negotiated her public duties around their time-tables.

                                                           Charity work  
  Over the years, Diana immersed herself in numerous charitable causes. She became involved in  such social issues as homelessness and drug abuse, visited leprosariums in Nigeria and Indonesia, shook hands with patients at an AIDS ward in a Middlesex Hospital, and once visited victims of an IRA(Irish Republican Army) bombing in Northern Ireland. In 1990, People noted, Diana was the patron of 44 charities, making more than 180 visits on their behalf the previous year, working with the homeless, youth, drug addicts and the elderly. From 1989, she was the President of Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children.
“I don’t just want to be a name on a letterhead,” the princess was quoted as saying in the Saturday Evening Post.

     In 1989 Diana became a patron of Relate, Britain’s leading marriage counseling agency. She once addressed a crowd at Relate’s Family of the year ceremony, as quoted in People: “Marriage offers stability and may be that is why nearly 7,000 couples a week begin new family lives of their own. Sadly, for many, reality fails to live up to expectations. When that happens, most couples draw on new reserves of love and strength.”

    Throughout her life Diana was something of a rebel. Her work with victims of AIDS could in some ways be seen in this regard. She was one of the first very high profile people to be pictured touching those afflicted with AIDS. This had a significant impact in changing people’s opinions and attitudes to the disease, it was certainly a charity not following the protocol and tradition of the Royal family. As Princess Diana said: “HIV does not make people dangerous to know. You can shake their hands and give them hug, heaven knows they need it.” Diana had a very personable touch. She was very at ease in meeting people from any background and even if they were ill or in hospices. The patients would react very favourably to her meetings; they warmed to her life energy and heartfelt sympathy. Part of her appeal was her sympathy and natural compassion. She could empathise with people’s suffering, having suffered much herself.

    To the media Diana often portrayed a very stoic and positive energy, but an aid suggested that at the same time these engagements often drained Diana emotionally, at the end of some engagements she felt depleted.

   As well as working on charities such as AIDS she lent her name to the campaign to bad landmines. Her personal support is said to have been a significant factor in encouraging Britain and then other countries to support the Ottawa Treaty which sought to introduce a ban on the use of anti-personnel landmines. When Robin Cook brought the second reading of the landmines bill to the house in 1998 he made a point of paying tribute to the contribution of Princess Diana.
Private problems
     Ironically, Diana’s own marriage apparently had been ailing for years. Rumors about marital problems surfaced just a few years after the wedding. The couple’s first public spat, at a pheasant hunt at the queen’s Norfolk estate, was followed two days later by another public row. The fairy tale turned into a soap opera, according to a British gossip columnist who characterized the situation as “Dallas in palace.” Many reports alleged that Charles quickly became disenchanted with his bride and that he was henpecked and obsessed with organic gardening and spiritualism. Diana was said to be bored, temperamental, self-absorbed, and clothes-mad.
   Both the Prince and Princess of Wales allegedly spoke to the press through friends, each blaming the other for the marriage’s demise. Charles resumed his old, pre-marital affair with Camilla Parker Bowles. Diana claimed Charles resumed his affair with Camilla as early as 1984, just three years after their marriage, while Charles later admitted to resuming it around 1986. Asking what part Camilla had played in the break – up of her marriage, Diana commented during the BBC programme Panorama, “Well, there were three of us in this marriage, so it was a bit crowded.”
   Over the next few years Charles and Diana’s widely varying intellectual and social interests became apparent: He was an intellectual who preferred to read philosophical and thought-provoking literature, while Diana was partial to romance novels. Charles enjoyed polo and horseback riding; Diana once fell off a horse and had lost any passion she had for riding. He enjoyed opera; she preferred ballet and rock music. The media began tracking the number of days, the two spent apart, noting Charles’s lengthy stays away from home. Diana once said in public, People reported, that being a princess “isn’t all it’s cracked up to be.” Buckingham Palace maintained a stony silence.
   The public’s fascination with Diana fueled the media’s insatiable hunger for sensational news about the princess. Coverage of the royal family was said to be more critical and crudely inquisitive than at any time since the early nineteenth century. As Suzanne Lowry, a writer for London’s Sunday Times  once wrote, according to Times: “What Diana clearly didn’t understand when she took  that fateful step (of marrying  Charles) was that she could never get back into that nice, cosy private nursery again. As James Whitaker (the London Mirror’s royal watcher) might say to Diana with a nudge, ‘You didn’t know you were marrying us too, did you?”
    While some of Charles and Diana’s problems were blamed on incompatibility, many royal watchers speculated that trouble stemmed from the attention lavished on Diana, while Charles was largely ignored. When the prince delivered a serious speech, for example, the newspapers would mention it briefly below a large photo of Diana in her latest fashion. One longtime insider revealed in People, “The problems of the marriage have come out in the open because Di’s self-confidence has developed. She now appreciates her own incredible sexuality and the fact that the world is at her feet. This adoration used to terrify her. Now she quite enjoys the effect she has.”
    Media coverage of the royal family only increased after Prince Andrew married Sarah Ferguson in July of 1986.As People characterized it: “After five years in a corset of decorum, Di was ready to bust loose, and fun-loving Fergie was just the girl to help her unlace. Soon the merry wives of Windsor were cutting up in public.” Charles reportedly scolded Diana once for “trashing the dignity of the royal family,” People reported, and Diana chided him for being” stuffy, boring and old before his time.” The princess eventually tired of the antics and settled down.

    In June of 1991, young Prince William sustained a skull fracture after being hit in the head with a golf club. Diana spent two nights with her son in the hospital, while Charles reportedly dropped in once, on his way to an opera. From that point on, Times pointed out, the “tabloids have smelled blood.”  A month later, Charles and Diana spent her 30th birthday apart. The press relished the news, ignoring the fact that Diana sported a new gold and mother-of-pearl bracelet the next day.
    One of three biographies of Diana published in 1992, Andrew Morton’s Diana: “Her True Story”alleged that Diana attempted suicide five times in  the early 1980s -  the first only six months after the wedding, while she was pregnant with William. The episodes were characterized as cries for help rather than serious attempts to end her life. Morton’s book, along with the others, also claimed that Diana suffered from bulimia.
   During the Panorama television interview, shown on the 20th of November, 1995, Diana confirmed she had an affair with her riding instructor, James Hewitt. Charles had confirmed his own affair over a year earlier in a televised interview with Jonathan Dimbleby. The Prince and Princess of Wales were separated on the 9th of December 1992. Although her affair with Hewitt was the longest lived of her affairs, Diana also had relationships with other men after her affair with Hewitt ended when he was posted to Germany. According to some sources, but which Diana vehemently denied, she had an affair that preceded her affair with Hewitt, with her bodyguard, but after leaving the Royal Protection squad he was killed in a motorcycle accident. 
   While she blamed Camilla Parker-Bowles for her marital troubles, at some point Diana began to believe Charles had other affairs. In October, 1993 Diana wrote to a friend that she believed her husband was now in love with Tiggy Legge-Bourke and wanted to marry her.

Legge-Bourke had been  hired by  Prince Charles as a  young  companion  for his sons while they were in  his  care, and Diana was extremely resentful of Legge-Bourke and  her  relationship  with  the young princes.
   On the 3rd of December, 1993, Diana announced her withdrawal from public life.
   In December 2007, witnesses at the inquest were questioned about a letter to Paul Burrell which Diana had written by hand in October 1993, of which only redacted versions had previously been public. In this letter, Diana said, “This particular phase in my life is the most dangerous- my husband is planning an accident in my car, brake failure and serious head injury in order to make the path clear for him to marry Tiggy. Camilla is nothing  but a  decoy, so  we  are  all  being used  by  the  man  in  every  sense  of the  word.
Divorce
  In December, 1995, the Queen asked Charles and Diana for “an early divorce,” as a direct result of Diana’s Panorama interview. This followed shortly after Diana’s accusation that Tiggy Legge-Bourke had aborted Charles’s child, after which Legge-Bourke instructed Peter Carter-Ruck to demand an apology. Two days before this story broke, Diana’s secretary Patrick Jephson resigned, later writing Diana had “exulted in accusing Legge-Bourke of having had an abortion.”
     On the 20th of December, 1995, Buckingham Palace publicly announced the Queen had sent letters to Charles and Diana advising them to divorce. The Queen’s move was backed by the Prime Minister and by senior Privy Councillors, and, according to the BBC, was decided after two weeks of talks. Prince Charles immediately agreed with the suggestion.In February Diana announced her agreement after negotiations with Prince Charles and representatives of the Queen, irritating Buckingham Palace by issuing her own announcement of a divorce agreement and its terms.

    The divorce was finalised on the 28th of August, 1996. Diana received a lump sum settlement of around 17 million sterling along with a clause standard in royal divorces preventing her from discussing the details. Diana and her advisors shrewdly negotiated with Charles and his representatives with Charles reportedly having to liquidate all of his personal holdings, as well as borrowing from the Queen, to meet her financial demands. The Royal Family would have preferred an alimony settlement, which would have provided some degree of control over the erstwhile Princess of Wales. 
  Days before the decree absolute of divorce, Patent Letters were issued with general rules to regulate royal titles after divorce. In accordance, as she was no longer married to the Prince of Wales, Diana lost the style Her Royal Highness and instead was styled Diana, Princess of Wales, the standard styling for divorced wives of nobility, where divorce had been common for decades. Buckingham Palace issued a press release on the day of the decree absolute of divorce was issued, announcing Diana’s change of title.

    Buckingham Palace stated Diana was still a member of the Royal Family, as she was the mother of that second-and third-in-line to the throne, which was confirmed   by the Deputy Coroner of the Queen’s Household, Baroness Butler- Sloss, after a prehearing on the 8th of January, 2007: “I am satisfied that at her death, Diana, Princess of Wales continued to be considered as a member of the Royal Household.” This appears to have been confirmed in the High Court judicial review matter of Al Fayed and Ors Butler-Sloss. In that case, three High Court judges accepted submissions that the “very name Coroner to the Queen’s Household” gave the appearance of partiality in the context of inquests into the deaths of two people, one of whom was a member of the Family and the other was not. 
                                        Personal life after divorce
    After the divorce, Diana retained her double apartment on the north side of Kensington Palace, which she had shared with Prince Charles since the first year of their marriage, and it remained her home until her death.

    Diana dated respected heart surgeon Hasnat Khan, from Jhelum, Pakistan, who was called “the love of her life” after her death by many of her closest friends, for almost two years, before Khan ended the relationship. Khan was intensely private and the relationship was conducted in secrecy, with Diana lying to members of the press who questioned her about it. Khan was from a traditional Pakistani family who expected him to marry from a related Muslim clan, and although Diana expressed willingness to convert to Islam, their differences, not only religion, became too much for Khan. According to Khan’s testimonial at the inquest for her death, it was Diana herself, not Khan, who ended their relationship in a late-night meeting in Hyde Park, which adjoins the grounds of Kensington Palace, in June 1997.

   Within a month Diana had begun seeing Dodi Al-Fayed, son of her host that summer, Mohamed Al-Fayed. Diana had considered taking her sons that summer on a holiday to the Hamptons on Long Island, New York, but security officials had prevented it. After deciding against a trip to Thailand, she accepted Fayed’s invitation to join his family on the south of France, where his compound and large security detail would not cause concern with Royal Protection squad.

Mohamed Al-Fayed bought a multi-million pound yacht on which to entertain the princess and her sons. 
                          The death of Princess Diana
    On the 31st of August, 1997, Diana, Princess of Wales died as a result of injuries sustained in a carwreck in the Pont de l’Alma road tunnel in Paris, France. Her companion, Dodi Fayed and driver, Henri Paul, were also pronounced dead at the scene of the accident. Fayed’s bodyguard, Trevor Rees-Jones, was the only survivor, and was believed to be the only occupant  wearing a seatbelt, until a 2006 study that said none of the four were. An eighteen-month French judicial investigation concluded in 1999 that the car crash that killed Diana was caused by Paul, who lost control of the car at high speed while intoxicated and under the influence of antidepressants.

   Since February 1998, Dodi’s father, Mohamed Al-Fayed ( the owner of the Hotel Ritz, for which Paul worked) has claimed that the crash was a result of conspiracy, and later contended that the crash was orchestrated by MI6 on  the instructions of Prince Philip, Duke of  Edinburgh. His claims that the crash was a result of a conspiracy were dismissed by a French judicial investigation, and Operation Paget, a Metropolitan police inquiry that concluded in 2006.
   An inquest headed by Lord Justice Scot Baker into the deaths of Diana and Dodi began at the Royal Courts of Justice, London  on the 2nd of October, 2007 and was a continuation of the original inquest that began in 2004. A jury decided on the 7th of April, 2008 that Diana had been unlawfully killed by the grossly negligent driving of chauffeur Henri Paul and paparazzi photographers.         
   On the 30th of August, 1997, Diana, Princess of Wales arrived in Paris with Emad El-Din Mohamed Al Fayed (Dodi Fayed), the son of Mohamed Al-Fayed. They had stopped there on route to London, having spent the preceding nine days together on board Mohamed Fayed’s yacht, the ‘Jonikal’, on the French and Italian Riviera. They had intended to stay overnight. Mohamed Fayed was and is the owner of the Hotel Ritz in Place Vendome, Paris. He also owned an apartment in rue Arsene Houssaye, a short distance from the hotel and located just off the Avenue des Champs Elysees.
   Henri Paul, the Acting Head of Security at the Ritz Hotel, had a plan to elude the paparazzi. A decoy vehicle left the Ritz first, attracting a throng of photographers. The Princess and Dodi Fayed would then depart from the hotel’s rear entrance.  
   At around 12:20 a.m. on the 31st of August, 1997, the Princess and Dodi Fayed left the Ritz to return to the apartment in rue Arsene Houssaye. They were the rear passengers in a Mercedes-Benz S280 W140, registration number “688LTV75”, driven by Paul Trevor Rees-Jones, a member of the Fayed family’s personal protection team, who was in the front passenger seat. They left from the rear of the hotel, the Rue Cambon exit. After crossing the Place de la Concorde they drove along Cours la Reine and Cours Albert ler (the embankment road running parallel to the River Seine) into the Place de l’Alma underpass. At around 12:23 a.m. at the entrance to the tunnel, their driver lost control; the car swerved to the left of the two-lane carriageway before colliding head-on with the thirteenth pillar supporting the roof at an estimated speed of 105 km/h (65 mph).It then spun and hit the stone wall of the tunnel backwards, finally coming to a stop. The impact of the crash reduced the car to a pile of wreckage. There was no guard rail between the pillars to prevent this. 
   As the casualties lay seriously injured or dead in their wrecked car, the photographers continued to take pictures. The critically injured Diana was reported to repeatedly murmur the words, “oh, my God”, and after the photographers were pushed away by emergency teams, the words “leave me alone”.
   Dodi Fayed had been sitting in the left rear passenger seat and appeared to be dead.

Nevertheless, fire officers were still trying to resuscitate him when he was pronounced dead by a doctor at 1:32 a.m. Henri Paul was declared dead on removal from the wreckage. Both were taken directly to the Institut Medico- Legal (IML), the Paris mortuary, not to a hospital. Autopsy examination concluded that Henri Paul and Dodi Fayed had both suffered a rupture in the isthmus of the aorta and a fractured spine, with, in the case of Henri Paul, a medullar section in the dorsal region and in the case of Dodi Fayed a medullar section in the cervical region.
   Trevor Rees- Jones was still conscious and had suffered multiple serious injuries to the face. The two forward passengers’ airbags had functioned normally. None of the car’s occupants were wearing seat belts, according to several reports, although some reports later claimed that Rees-Jones had worn his.
   The Princess, who had been sitting in the rear right passenger seat, was still conscious. It was first reported  that she crouched on the floor of the vehicle with her back to the road.It was also first reported that a paparazzo who saw  Diana, described her  as bleeding from the nose and ears with  her head  rested on the back  of the front  passenger’s seat; he tried to remove her from the car  but her feet  were  stuck. Then he told her that help was on the way and to stay awake; there was no answer from the princess, just blinking.

   In June 2007 the Channel 4 documentary “Diana: The Witnesses in the Tunnel” claimed that the first person to touch Diana was Dr. Maillez, who chanced upon the scene. He reported that Diana had no visible injuries but was in shock and he supplied her with oxygen.

  When the police arrived, the seven paparazzi on the scene were arrested. Diana was taken by ambulance to Pitie -Salpetriere Hospital, but the ambulance stopped for almost one hour in the street, just hundred of metres from the hospital as they attempted to stabilize her, arriving there shortly after 2:00 a.m. Despite attempts to save her, her internal injuries were too extensive: her heart had been displaced from the left to the right side of the chest, which tore the pulmonary vein and the pericardium. Despite surgery, the damage was irreparable. Two hours later, at 4:00 that morning, the doctors pronounced her dead. At 5:30, her death was announced at a press conference held by a hospital doctor, Jean-Pierre Chevenement, France’s Interior Minister, and Sir Michael Jay, Britain’s ambassador to France.
   Many have speculated that if Diana had worn a seat belt, her injuries would have been less severe. This speculation was likely fueled by early media reports stating that Trevor Rees-Jones was the only car occupant to have worn a seat belt. However, these reports, proved incorrect:  both the French and the British investigations concluded that none of the occupants of the car was wearing a seat belt at the time of the impact. Trevor Rees- Jones was taken to the same hospital as the Princess of Wales for emergency treatment.
   Later that morning, Chevenement, together with Lionel Jospin (the French Prime Minister), Bernadette Chirac (the wife of the French President, Jacques Chirac) and Bernard Kouchner (French Health Minister), visited the hospital room where Diana’s body lay and paid their last respects. After their visits, the Anglican Archdeacon of France, Father Martin Draper, said commendatory prayers from the Book of Common Prayer.
   At around 2:00p.m., Prince Charles and Diana’s two older sisters, Lady Sarah McCorquodale and Lady Jane Fellowes, arrived in Paris; they left with her body ninety minutes later.
                                               Funeral and reaction
  Diana’s death was met with extraordinary public expressions of grief, and her funeral at Westminster Abbey on the 6th of September drew an estimated 3 million mourners and onlookers in London, as well as worldwide television coverage, which overshadowed the news of the death the previous day of Mother Teresa in Calcutta.

   Members of the public were invited to sign a book of condolence at St. James Palace. Throughout the night members of the Women’s Royal Voluntary Service and the Salvation Army combined to provide support for people queuing along the Mall. More than one million bouquets were left at her London home, Kensington Palace, while at her family’s estate of Althorp the public was asked to stop bringing flowers, as the volume of people and flowers in the surrounding roads was said to be causing a threat to public safety.

    By the 10th of September, the pile of flowers outside Kensington Gardens was five feet deep in places and the bottom layer had started to compost. The same day, Fabio Piras, a Sardinian tourist, was given a one week prison sentence for having taken a teddy bear that a member of the public had put down among the flowers at St.James’s Palace as a tribute to Diana (this was later reduced to a 100 sterling fine, a reduction that led to him being punched in the face by a member of the public when he left the court.) The next day, Maria Rigociova, a 54-year-old secondary school teacher, and Agnesa Sihelska, a 50-year-old communications technician, were each given a 28 day jail sentence for having taken eleven teddy bears and a number of flowers from the pile outside St. James’s Palace. This, too was later reduced to fine (200 sterling each) after they had spent two nights in jail. 
    Some criticised the reaction to Diana’s death at the time as being “hysterical” and “irrational”, criticisms, that were repeated on the 10th anniversary, where Jonathan Freedland expressed the opinion that “It has become an embarrassing memory, like a mawkish, self-pitying teenage entry in a diary, ...we cringe to think about it.” 
Public grief
     Over a million people lined the four-mile route from Kensington Palace to Westminster Abbey. Outside the Abbey and in Hyde Park crowds watched and listened to proceedings on giant outdoor screens and huge speakers as guests filled in, including representatives of the many charities of which Diana was patron. Notable attendants included Hillary Rodham Clinton, future Secretary of State and the wife of U.S. President Bill Clinton, Bernadette Chirac, wife of the French President, Jacques Chirac, and other celebrities, including Italian tenor Luciano Pavarotti, singer George Michael and Elton John (who performed a rewritten version of his song, “Candle in the Wind,” changed to “Goodbye, England’s rose”.  The service was televised live throughout the world. Protocol was disregarded when the guests applauded the speech by Diana’s younger brother, Charles Spencer, the 9th Earl Spencer, who strongly criticised the press and indirectly criticised the Royal Family for their treatment of her. The funeral is estimated to have been watched by 2.5 billion worldwide.

     After the end of the ceremony, the coffin was driven to the family estate at Althorp in Northamptonshire in the Daimler hearse, registration B626 MRK. Mourners cast flowers at the funeral procession for almost the entire length of its journey and vehicles even stopped on the route to Althorp.  In a private ceremony, Diana was buried on the Althorp estate on an island in the middle of a lake. A visitor’s centre is open during summer months, allowing visitors to see an exhibition about her and to walk around the lake.In her casket, she wears a black Catherine Walker dress and clutching a rosary in her hands. All profits made are donated to the Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fund.

    During the four weeks following her funeral, the overall suicide rate in England and Wales rose by 17% and cases of deliberate self harm by 44.3%, compared with the average reported for that period in the four previous years. Researchers suggest that this was caused by the “identification” effect, as the greatest increase in suicides was by people most similar to Diana: women aged 25 to 44, whose suicide rate increased by over 45%.
    In the years after her death, interest in the life of Diana has remained high. As a temporary memorial, the public co-opted the Flamme de Liberte (Flame of Liberty), a monument near the Alma Tunnel, and related to the French donation of the Statue of Liberty to the United States. The messages of condolence have since been removed, and its use as a Diana memorial has discontinued, though visitors still leave messages at the site in her memory. A permanent memorial, the Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fountain was opened in Hyde Park in London on the 6th of July, 2004.

    Diana was ranked third in the 2002 Great Britons poll sponsored by the BBC and voted for by the British public, just above Charles Darwin (the 4th), William Shakespeare (the 5th), and Issac Newton (the 6th).

    In 2003, Marvel Comics announced it was to publish a five-part series entitled Di Another Day (a reference to the James Bond film “Die Another Day” featuring a resurrected Diana, Princess of Wales, as a mutant with superpowers, as part of Peter Milligan’s satirical X-Statix title. Amidst considerable outcry, the idea was quickly dropped. Heliograph Incorporated produced a roleplaying game, Diana: Warrior Princess by Marcus L. Rowland about a fictionalised version of the twentieth century as it might be seen a thousand years from now. Artist Thomas Demand made a video, “Tunnel”, in 1999 that featured a trip through a cardboard mock – up of the tunnel in which Diana died.
   After her death, the actor Kevin Costner, who had been introduced to the Princess by her former sister-in-law, Sarah, Duchess of York, claimed he had been in negotiations with the divorced Princess to co-star in a sequel to the thriller film “The Bodyguard”, which starred Costner and Whitney Houston. Buckingham Palace dismissed Costner’s claims as unfounded.

    Actor George Clooney publicly lambasted several tabloids and paparazzi agencies following Diana’s death. A few of the tabloids boycotted Clooney following the outburst, stating that he “owed a fair portion of his celebrity” to the tabloids and photo agencies in question.  
Conclusion
   The tragic death of Princess Diana on the 31st of August, 1997 shocked all the planet and excited minds of people. The great popularity of Lady Di, her harismatics,  her last, making a sensation, love affair with Dodi Al-Fayed – all this in the whole, to counterbalance with iron self-control of  the  members of the British Royal Family, had ruined in emotions all the facts. 

   Different  versions of  the  incident, right up to the most absurd ones had been put forward – from guilty in the car  crash of the following the car journalists to the planned beforehand political murder.

 But while the most unimaginable rumours were spread, the Criminal Investigation Department of Paris and the judge Herve Stephen were actively working. 

  The trial, taking into account the high status of the lost and demands of the international politics, was provided with extraordinary material technical facilities. The well-equipped laboratories and the most highly skilled experts were attracted to work. The investigation was done very carefully, its task was to miss nothing and to find out the truth, in spite of its incredibility. The evidences of every witness, including any person, dreaming to become famous, were not ignored and every version was thoroughly studied and compared with real facts.

   In my work I wanted to tell in details about this famous all over the world woman, about her bright, but very short life, about circumstances of her death.

   I want every person, interested in Diana’s fate, to make up his (her) own conclusion because, no doubt, this matter includes a lot of reliable facts.

   Such unprejudiced investigation unintentionally calls for respect to the people, involved in these sad, tragic events and also to the members of the injured families.

   It’s very difficult to read about the non-taken place supper in the restaurant, organized “round-up” of the car-phantom and other strange events-all this seemed to threaten tragedy during that fatal day. We call it Fate.
    The death of Princess Diana had already been put in one line with such undeciphered cases, as the murder of John Kennedy, the death of Marilyn Monroe, Elvis Presley and the other tragic mysteries of the mankind. 
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� From the speech of the Earl Spencer during Diana’s funeral. Westminster Abbey, London, the 6th of September, 1997.
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