Why do people learn the English language?
People began to speak many centuries ago, and since then they have been speaking different languages. Every language reflects the soul, the behaviour and the temperament of each nationality. Peoples created their own alphabets and rules of speech, but they always wanted to communicate with each other: to understand and to know more about other countries and nations and collaborate with them. That’s why people have been looking for a “unique” language to communicate. Throughout all this period Latin in some form was the lingua franca of European intellectual life, first the Medieval Latin of the Christian Church, but later the humanist Renaissance Latin, and those that wrote or copied texts in Latin commonly coined new terms from Latin to refer to things or concepts for which there was no existing native word. Today this place belongs to English.
Nowadays over one billion people speak English. That's almost one fifth of the world's population. For over 400 million it's their first language. For the other 600 million it's either a second language or a foreign language.
Today, in fact, over 250 million people are learning English. That's more than the population of the USA.
But you know as many people as many aims to do things.

I tried to observe different approaches to answer the question “Why do people learn the English language?” from the point of views of different groups of people. 
Firstly, I’ve tried to answer the question as a businessman. To my mind the English language is so popular in business because it is the language of one of the most industrial countries such as the USA. The world has to understand America or the USA as it is one of the largest, most developed and the strongest countries in the world. You can find a very proper job in famous New York on the Manhattan where you can earn a lot of money. Six out of ten the richest people of the world are Americans. 
The whole world wears American jeans as Levis. The most famous brand names of clothes are Calvin Klein and Armani. Hollywood is a famous and the biggest film producer all over the world. The most well-known films are American: Harry Potter, Home Alone, Spy Kids, Shrek, Spider -Man and others. Dollar is the most popular currency that is used in nearly in all countries. Lots of people want to have business with America and they certainly can’t do it without English. 
Secondly, I’ve tried to answer this question from the opinion of a linguist.
I think to learn English is easy. It is easy as it has simple grammar, lots of adoptions from other European languages and as a result similar pronunciation with them.
A lot of words are like German. For example: Haus – house, Post – post, Hand – hand, Wir – we, internationale – international, Trinken – drinking, bekommen - become ...
The grammar is also similar. Let’s compare.
Wir gehen in die Schule (German) – We go to school (English)
Mein Freundin ist neun Jahre alt (German) – My friend is nine years old (English)
There are also some French words such as court, literature, prison, crime, royal, religion, magic, special, question.
There are Italian words which sound like English such as patata – potato, star – star, guardiano – guard, lettre – letter.
Even the Russian language gave adoptions to the English language. Accordingly there are Russian words such as tsar, ukase, vodka, Astrakhan, but the biggest role played the USSR: soviet, sputnik, Bolshevik, kolkhoz, activist, agitprop, brigade, pioneer, Komsomol came from the Soviet Times.    
Thusly, English is an international language and it is used everywhere. If you want to visit Germany, France and other European countries you must know English even through.  
The third opinion is of a modern teenager. From this point of view nowadays one of the most important problems is that our parents who didn’t learn English in their times properly can’t use modern technologies as most of them are in English. We live in the computer world because we use computer technologies on the every step: mobile-phones, notebooks, PSP, mp3player, DVD, computers. The Internet is an international net. We can find out a lot of different information there. 
We can use the Internet, we can play computer games, we can speak with our relatives and friends who live abroad, we can make presentations, we can do all that we want in the Internet if we know English.
Fourthly, if I were an Indian Student I would think that English is so popular because the United Kingdom used to have colonies all over the world and all the people in the colonies had to speak English. The countries that used to be British colonies or territories such as: the USA, the Caribbean, Canada, New Zealand, India, large parts of Africa, the Far East, the Middle East and some islands in Europe nowadays still speak English. 
The beginning of the British Empire was in 1583 when Queen Elizabeth I sent her ships to explore new lands and continents. The expeditions were always successful. More and more lands became the part of the British Empire. At that time Doctor Dee, the Queen’s magician and astrologer, said the famous words: “British Empire”. He was right. Britain had the largest empire in the world. People said about it: “The sun never sets on the British Empire”. It was really true because the empire was so big that it was always daylight in some parts of it. It had territories on every continent and ocean. 
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There can be one more opinion on why people learn the English language – the opinion of a historian. It’s quite interesting to trace back the history of Britain through its language.
English is a West Germanic language that originated from the Anglo-Frisian and Old Saxon dialects brought to Britain by Germanic settlers from various parts of what is now northwest Germany, Denmark and the Netherlands. Up to that point, in Roman Britain the native population is assumed to have spoken the Celtic language Brythonic alongside the acrolectal influence of Latin, from the 400-year Roman occupation. 
One of these incoming Germanic tribes was the Angles, whom Bede believed to have relocated entirely to Britain. 
Old English was later transformed by two waves of invasion. The first was by speakers of the North Germanic language branch when Halfdan Ragnarsson and Ivar the Boneless started the conquering and colonization of northern parts of the British Isles in the 8th and 9th centuries. The second was by speakers of the Romance language Old Norman in the 11th century with the Norman conquest of England. Norman developed into Anglo-Norman, and then Anglo-French - and introduced a layer of words especially via the courts and government. As well as extending the lexicon with Scandinavian and Norman words these two events also simplified the grammar and transformed English into a borrowing language—more than normally open to accept new words from other languages.
The linguistic shifts in English following the Norman invasion produced what is now referred to as Middle English, with Geoffrey Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales being the best known work.
Old French adoptions
After the fight at Gasting in 1066 the crossing with Norse-French was happening. The following situation rose: to understand the elite, the lower social strata of people had to learn French words and the elite had to use English words in their speech to communicate with ordinary people. That is why there are Anglo Saxon words: swine, sheep, belly and these words are from French: pork, mutton, stomach.


Latin adoptions
At the time of XV-XVI centuries the English language borrowed many words from the classical languages. They penetrated by written way, through literature, scientific compositions, which promoted maximum conversation of Latin form of word. For example: formula, inertia, maximum, memorandum, veto, alibi, autograph, atmosphere and excursion. 
New French adoption
In the XV-XVI centuries adoptions from Italian, Spanish, Dutch were happening. Not numerous adoptions from these languages are evidence of cultural and trade relations with these countries.
A great group of adopted words consists of the French words which came into English after the revolution of 1640-60. Chiefly, they were connected with aristocracy’s way of life: restaurant, ballet, rendezvous, billet-doux, coquet and also police, regime. All these words kept traits of the French language in accent, spelling and pronunciation.
A few later and especially in the XIX century, technical terms were adopted from French: parachute, chassis, chauffeur, fuselage; the same about German: gangue, spiegeleisen, kieselgur. It was happening because the most technical developments were made in these countries.  
As we can see the English language has lots of adoptions connected with historical events in the country and learning English and about it can help us to understand how the history of the country developed.





My class survey

I made head count in my class. I asked my classmates if learning of the English language is important nowadays and why they learn the English language. There are twenty six pupils in my class and only twelve (44, 4%) of them think that to learn the English language is very important nowadays because it is the international language and it is used everywhere. Eight (29, 63%) of my classmates think that to learn English is very interesting and it will become useful in their future. Also it is interesting to learn culture and language of other countries and nationalities. 17, 83% of classmates learn English because they have friends from European countries who come to Astrakhan to learn about our culture and traditions. Our classmates help them because it is very easy to communicate with foreigners if you know English. Only two pupils in my class think that the learning of the English language is a waste of time. 
What about me? To my mind, I learn English because it is the international, interesting and the easiest language all over the world. Also I want to visit the USA or the UK and to read books about Harry Potter in the original language.
Conclusion
As we can see there are plenty of reasons for different groups of people to study English. 
English as the language of one of the most industrial countries (the USA) helps us to have business with this country.
English as the international language helps us to understand each other.
If we know English we can learn more, read books and watch films in the original (that is more interesting), we can speak with our friends and relatives who live abroad. We can travel all over the world because this language is spoken almost everywhere. Half of the world's scientific literature is in English. It is the language of computer technology.
Now English is spoken practically all over the world, it has become the world's most important language in politics, science, trade and cultural relations. It is spoken as a mother tongue in Great Britain, the United States of America, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Besides, a lot of people speak English in Japan, India, China, Africa and many other countries. English is one of the official languages of the United Nation Organisation. 
So, it goes without saying that whatever our aims to learn English are we can hardly do without it.
And why do you learn the English language?
Interest-bearing Data of my class survay about importance of the English language
Interest-bearing Data	14,83%
7,41%

Those, who think that to learn English is very important because it is the international language	Some of them learn English only for communicate with their European friends.	Those, who think that to learn English is very interesting and it will become usefull in the future	This litle category of my classmates who think that to learn English is not necessary 	0.44400000000000001	0.14829999999999999	0.29630000000000001	7.4099999999999999E-2	
image1.jpeg
The British Empire at its zenith in 1919,




