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INTRODUCTION

This year there was a survey «The choice of Russia» in our country.
To my mind, this survey confirms the importance of personality in history of the country and the people of this country.

This project has been held for the first time and a lot of people are taking part in it. It has involved my classmates and schoolmates into the discussion.

That’s why I have chosen this theme of my report. I think  students of my age are interested in it very much.

The theme of my report is «The person I would like to follow», the one of the most important and actual themes nowadays.

To become a personality each person must have an example to follow. The more we know, the better we can become.

The aim of our research is to find out what characteristics are the main and dominant for becoming a personality and what people can become examples for following.
Tasks:    
· to study the life and biographies of well-known and outstanding people

· to show the ways of becoming famous and outstanding

· to make report about these people

· to carry out the survey on these theme

· to interview the students

· to analyze the survey

The hypothesis of our research is if a person develops the main characteristics of the person he would like to follow, he will become  a personality the people will like and respect.
The object of the research- outstanding people and their personal characteristics

The subject of the research- students of 5-8 forms

Methods of research:
· Analysis
· Comparisons
· Survey
I. THE MAIN PART «OUTSTANDING PEOPLE»
1.CONFUCIUS
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Confucius was a philosopher in ancient China, about 500 BC. 

Confucius' main interest was to figure out ways for the government to do a better job of taking care of the people. He lived in China during the 500's BC, under the Eastern Chou dynasty. Confucius  is what English speakers call him now, but when he was a child his name was Kong Qiu. 

In Chinese, Confucius is Kung Fu Tzu. He was born in 551 BC, and his parents were poor, although his family had once been rich. They had gotten into trouble with the emperor, and he had taken away their money and their land.

Confucius, people say, was a smart and hard-working child, and when he grew up people said he was fair, and polite, and loved to learn things, and so his family sent him to the big city, to Zhou, where the Chou emperor lived, to go to school. While he was in Zhou, Confucius may have gotten to know Lao Zu, who was later on the creator of the philosophy of Taoism.

When Confucius finished school, he went back to his home in Lu and became a teacher there. When he was 35 years old, he tried to get involved in politics, and maybe get the Duke of Lu to give him some land and money, but when this idea didn't work out Confucius went back to being a teacher. He did work for a while as a city magistrate and then as a chief minister of his city, Lu, when he was about fifty, but when he saw that the Duke of Lu was not doing a good job, Confucius quit and left his city. 

Confucius spent the rest of his life travelling from town to town around China with his students and friends, giving advice to different rulers wherever he went. Often they didn't like his advice: once he was thrown in jail for five days! When he was 67, Confucius went back to Lu and settled down there, and he died there when he was 72 years old.

His main idea was that people could achieve peace by doing their duty, and cooperating with society. If people rebelled, and everyone tried to do his or her own thing, then the world would be full of fighting and unhappiness. 

So people should obey the law, and do what the emperor and government officials told them to do. Also, people should do their duty to their parents and take good care of their children, and people should do their duty to their ancestors and to the gods. 

At the same time, the government should do its duty to the people, and not abuse them or ask too much of them. The emperor should be cooperative and helpful to the people, just as the people were helpful and cooperative to him.

Because Confucius wanted to make government officials behave better, the Chinese government did not like him while he was alive. But after Confucius died, later emperors of China did use many of his ideas. Of course they mainly liked the idea that people should obey the government, and they weren't so interested in the idea that the government should help the people!

Here's an example of a story people told about Confucius:

Zi Lu, they say, asked Confucius, "When we hear a good idea, should we start to do it right away?" Confucius told him no. "First, you should always ask someone with more experience." Later on, Ran You asked Confucius the same question. But this time Confucius said, "Yes, of course you should do it right away." There was another student who had heard both of these conversations and was very confused. He asked Confucius why he had answered the same question in two different ways? "Ran You has a hard time making a decision," Confucius said. "So I encouraged him to be bolder. Zi Lu sometimes decides things too quickly. So I reminded him to be careful. Naturally different people should get different answers."

People sometimes call him the wisest man who ever lived. We still remember many of his wise sayings today:

«Use your eyes and you will see many wonderful things»

«Use your ears to listen and learn»

«Always make sure that you have a friendly smile which tells other people you are kind»

«Always remember to be well-mannered and polite»

«Always speak the truth»

«Always play fair with others»

«Do not do anything to other people that you would not like someone to do to you»

2. ALEXANDER SUVOROV (November 24, 1729 – May 18, 1800)



Alexander Vasilyevich Suvorov (Count Suvorov of Rymnik, Prince of Italy, Count of Holy Roman Empire)  was the fourth and last generalissimus of Russian Empire. 

One of the few great generals in history who never lost a battle, he was famed for his manual The Science of Victory and noted for the sayings "Train hard, fight easy", "The bullet is a fool, the bayonet is a fine chap". 

He taught his soldiers to attack instantly and decisively. His soldiers adored him. He joked with the men and called the common soldiers 'brother'. 
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 Early life and career
Suvorov was born into a noble family of Novgorod descent at the Moscow mansion of his maternal grandfather Fedosey Manukov .Suvorov also had distant Armenian blood which came from his grandparents.
Suvorov joined the army in about 1740 as a boy, served against the Swedes during the war in Finland and against the Prussians during the Seven Years' War (1756 - 1763).At the age of 33 Suvorov became a colonel in 1762.
Then Suvorov served in Poland during the Confederation of Bar, dispersed the Polish forces under Pułaski, captured Kraków (1768) paving the way for the first partition of Poland between Austria, Prussia and Russia, and became a major-general.

The Russo-Turkish War of 1768–1774 saw his first campaigns against the Turks in 1773–1774, and particularly in the Battle of Kozluca, he laid the foundations of his reputation.In 1775, Suvorov was told to suppress the rebellion of Pugachev, who claimed to be the assasinated Tsar Peter III,  but the rebel leader had been betrayed by his fellow Cossacks and was eventually beheaded in Moscow.

Actions and Battles against the Poles and the Turks
From 1777 to 1783 Suvorov served in the Crimea and in the Caucasus, becoming a lieutenant-general in 1780, and general of infantry in 1783, upon completion of his tour of duty there.

From 1787 to 1791 he again fought the Turks during the Russo-Turkish War of 1787–1792 and won many victories; he was wounded twice at Kinburn (1787), took part in the siege of Ochakov, and in 1788 won two great victories at Focşani and by the river Rimnik.In both these battles an Austrian corps under Prince Josias of Saxe-Coburg participated, but at the Battle of Rymnik Suvorov was alone.
For the latter victory, Catherine the Great made Suvorov a count with the name "Rimniksky" in addition to his own name, and the Emperor Joseph II made him a count of the Holy Roman Empire.

On 22 December 1790 Suvorov successfully stormed the reputedly impenetrable fortress of Ismail in Bessarabia. Turkish forces inside the fortress had the orders to stand their ground to the end and haughtily declined the Russian ultimatum. Their defeat was seen as a major catastrophe in the Ottoman empire, but in Russia it was glorified in the first national anthem, Let the thunder of victory sound!After  the capture of Ismail in  1791 (40,000 Turks dead, a few hundred taken into captivity)  Suvorov went back and cried. 
Immediately after the peace with the Ottoman Empire was signed, Suvorov was again sent to Poland, where he headed one of the corps and took part in the Battle of Maciejowice, in which he captured the Polish commander-in-chief Tadeusz Kościuszko.
 On November 4, 1794, Suvorov's forces stormed Warsaw and captured Praga, one of its boroughs. The massacre of approximately 20,000 people in Praga broke the spirits of the defenders and soon put an end to the Kościuszko Uprising. According to some sources  the massacre being the deed of Cossacks who were semi-independent and were not directly subordinated to Suvorov. The Russian general was supposedly trying to stop the massacre and even went as far as to order the destruction of the bridge to Warsaw over the Vistula river with the purpose of preventing the spread of violence to Warsaw from its suburb. 
Other historians dispute this, but most sources make no reference to Suvorov either purposely encouraging or attempting to prevent the massacre. Suvorov never allowed his troops to loot the city for a much longer period than was usually accepted, which might have been seen by some, particularly the unruly Cossacks, as green light to do whatever they wanted.
It is said that the Russian commander sent a report to his sovereign consisting of only three words: Hurrah from Warsaw, Suvorov. The Empress of Russia replied equally briefly: Congratulations, Field Marshal. Catherine. The newly-appointed field marshal remained in Poland until 1795, when he returned to Saint Petersburg. But his sovereign and friend Catherine died in 1796, and her son and successor Paul I dismissed the veteran in disgrace.
Suvorov's Italian campaign



Suvorov spent the next few years in retirement on his estate Konchanskoe near Borovichi. He criticised the new military tactics and dress introduced by the emperor, and some of his words reached the ears of Paul. His conduct therefore came under surveillance and his correspondence with his wife, who had remained at Moscow - for his marriage relations had not been happy - was tampered with.

They say that on Sundays he tolled the bell for church and sang among the rustics in the village choir. On week days he worked among them in a smock-frock. However, in February 1799 Emperor Paul I asked him to take the field again, this time against the French Revolutionary armies in Italy.

The campaign opened with a series of Suvorov's victories.





Russian troops under Generalissimo
 Suvorov crossing the Alps in 1799.
But the later events of the eventful year went uniformly against the Russians. General Korsakov's force was defeated by Masséna at Zürich. Betrayed by the Austrians, the old field marshal, seeking to make his way over the Swiss passes to the Upper Rhine, had to retreat to Vorarlberg, where the army,  which had no horses and artillery, went into winter quarters. When Suvorov battled his way through the snow-capped Alps his army was checked but never defeated. For this marvel of strategic retreat, unheard of since the time of Hannibal, Suvorov became the fourth generalissimo of Russia. He was officially promised to be given the military triumph in Russia but the court intrigues made the Emperor Paul to cancel the ceremony.

Early in 1800 Suvorov returned to Saint Petersburg. Paul refused to give him an audience, and, worn out and ill, the old veteran died a few days afterwards on 18 May 1800, at Saint Petersburg. Lord Whitworth, the English ambassador, and the poet Derzhavin were the only persons of distinction present at the funeral.

Suvorov lies buried in the church of the Annunciation in the Alexander Nevsky Monastery, the simple inscription on his grave stating, according to his own direction, "Here lies Suvorov". But within a year of his death the tsar Alexander I erected a statue to his memory in the Field of Mars.

Assessment
The Russians long cherished the memory of Suvorov. A great captain, viewed from the standpoint of any age of military history, he functions specially as the great captain of the Russian nation, for the character of his leadership responded to the character of the Russian soldier. In an age when war had become an act of diplomacy he restored its true significance as an act of force. He was simple in manners, and while on a campaign lived as a private soldier, sleeping on straw.He had himself passed through all the gradations of military service.

According to D.S. Mirsky, Suvorov "gave much attention to the form of his correspondence, and especially of his orders of the day.  Their style is a succession of nervous  sentences, which produce the effect of blow and flashes. Suvorov's official reports often have a memorable and striking form. His writings are as different from the common run of classical prose as his tactics were from those of Frederick or Marlborough".   




Suvorov monument in the Swiss Alps

The Suvorov Museum was opened in Saint Petersburg to commemorate the centenary of the general's death, in 1900. Apart from St. Petersburg, other Suvorov monuments have been erected in Focsani, Ochakov (1907), Sevastopol, Izmail, Tulchin, Kobrin, Novaya Ladoga, Kherson, Timanovka, Simferopol, Kaliningrad, Konchanskoye, Rymnik, and in the Swiss Alps. 
On July 29, 1942 The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR established the Order of Suvorov. It was awarded for successful offensive actions against superior enemy forces. The town of Suvorovo in Varna Province, Bulgaria, was named after Suvorov.



    

In 1792, Suvorov founded Tiraspol, today the

 capital city of Transnistria.

 An equestrian statue of Suvorov sits in the

 central square of the city.

Suvorov's full name and titles (according to Russian pronunciation), ranks and awards are the following:

 Aleksandr Vasiliyevich Suvorov, Prince of Italy, Count of Rimnik, Count of the Holy Roman Empire, Prince of Sardinia, Generalissimo of Russia's Ground and Naval forces, Field Marshal of the Austrian and Sardinian armies; seriously wounded six times, he was the recipient
 of the Order of St. Andrew the First Called Apostle, Order of St. George the Triumphant First Class, Order of St. Vladimir First Class, Order of St. Alexander Nevsky, Order of St. Anna First Class, Grand Cross of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, (Austria) Order of Maria Teresa First Class, (Prussia) Order of the Black Eagle, Order of the Red Eagle, the Pour le Merite, (Sardinia) Order of the Revered Saints Maurice and Lazarus, (Bavaria) Order of St. Gubert, the Golden Lionness, (France) United Orders of the Carmelite Virgin Mary and St. Lazarus, (Poland) Order of the White Eagle, the Order of Saint Stanislaus.

2. FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE
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Florence Nightingale was the daughter of the wealthy landowner, William Nightingale of Embly Park, Hampshire. She  was born in Florence, Italy, on 12th May, 1820. 

When Florence was a child, she  was very close to her father, who, without a son, treated her as his friend and companion. He took responsibility for her education and taught her Greek, Latin, French, German, Italian, history, philosophy and mathematics. 
At seventeen she felt herself to be called by God to some unnamed great cause. Florence's mother, Fanny Nightingale wanted her daughter to find a good husband .She was upset by Florence's decision to reject Lord Houghton's offer of marriage. Florence refused to marry several men, and at the age of twenty-five told her parents she wanted to become a nurse. Her parents were  opposed to the idea as nursing was associated with working class women. 
Florence's desire  was to have a career in medicine .It was reinforced when she met Elizabeth Blackwell at St. Bartholomew's Hospital in London. Blackwell was the first woman to qualify as a doctor in the United States. Blackwell encouraged her to keep trying and in 1851 Florence's father gave her permission to train as a nurse. 

At the age of 31  went to Germany where she studied to become a nurse at the Institute of Protestant Deaconesses. Two years later she was appointed resident lady superintendent of a hospital for invalid women in Harley Street, London. 

In March, 1853, Russia invaded Turkey. Britain and France went to Turkey's aid. This conflict became known as the Crimean War. Soon after British soldiers arrived in Turkey, they began going down with cholera and malaria. Within a few weeks an estimated 8,000 men were suffering from these two diseases. 

When Mary Seacole heard about the cholera epidemic she travelled to London to offer her services to the British Army.  When The Times published the fact that a large number of British soldiers were dying of cholera,  Nightingale volunteered her services and was eventually given permission to take a group of thirty-eight nurses to Turkey.

Nightingale found the conditions in the army hospital in Scutari appalling. The men were kept in rooms without blankets or decent food. Unwashed, they were still wearing their army uniforms that were "stiff with dirt and gore". In these conditions, it was not surprising that in army hospitals, war wounds only accounted for one death in six. Diseases such as typhus, cholera and dysentery were the main reasons why the death-rate was so high amongst wounded soldiers. 

Military officers and doctors objected to Nightingale's views on reforming military hospitals. They interpreted her comments as an attack on their professionalism and she was made to feel unwelcome. Nightingale received very little help from the military until she used her contacts at The Times to report details of the way that the British Army treated its wounded soldiers. John Delane, the editor of newspaper took up her cause, and after a great deal of publicity, Nightingale was given the task of organizing the barracks hospital after the battle of Inkerman and by improving the quality of the sanitation she was able to dramatically reduce the death-rate of her patients. 

Although Mary Seacole was an expert at dealing with cholera, her application to join Florence Nightingale's team was rejected. Mary, who had become a successful business woman in Jamaica, decided to travel to the Crimea at her own expense. She visited Nightingale at her hospital at Scutari but once again Mary's offer of help was refused.

Unwilling to accept defeat, Mary Seacole started up a business called the British Hotel, a few miles from the battlefront. Here she sold food and drink to the British soldiers. With the money she earned from her business Mary was able to finance the medical treatment she gave to the soldiers.

 Whereas Florence Nightingale and her nurses were based in a hospital several miles from the front, Mary Seacole treated her patients on the battlefield. On several occasions she was found treating wounded soldiers from both sides while the battle was still going on.

In 1856 Florence Nightingale returned to England as a national heroine. She had been deeply shocked by the lack of hygiene and elementary care that the men received in the British Army. Nightingale therefore decided to begin a campaign to improve the quality of of nursing in military hospitals. In October, 1856, she had a long interview with Queen Victoria and Prince Albert and the following year gave evidence to the 1857 Sanitary Commission. This eventually resulted in the formation of the Army Medical College. 

To spread her opinions on reform, Nightingale published two books, Notes on Hospital (1859) and Notes on Nursing (1859). With the support of wealthy friends and John Delane at The Times, Nightingale was able to raise £59,000 to improve the quality of nursing. In 1860, she used this money to found the Nightingale School & Home for Nurses at St. Thomas's Hospital. She also became involved in the training of nurses for employment in the workhouses that had been established as a result of the 1834 Poor Law Amendment Act. 

Nightingale held strong opinions on women's rights. In her book Suggestions for Thought to Searchers after Religious Truths (1859) she argued strongly for the removal of restrictions that prevented women having careers. Read by John Stuart Mill, it influenced his book on women's rights, The Subjection of Women (1869). 

Nightingale was also strongly opposed to the passing of the Contagious Diseases Act. However, Nightingale was unwilling to become involved in the campaign led by Josephine Butler to get this legislation repealed. Nightingale preferred working behind the scenes to get laws changed and disapproved of women making speeches in public. 

Women such as Elizabeth Garrett Anderson and Sophia Jex-Blake were disappointed by Nightingale's lack of support for women's doctors. Nightingale had doubts at first about the wisdom of this campaign and argued that it was more important to have better trained nurses than women doctors. 

In later life Florence Nightingale suffered from poor health and in 1895 went blind. Soon afterwards, the loss of other faculties meant she had to receive full-time nursing. Although a complete invalid she lived another fifteen years before her death in London on 13th August, 1910.

 

III. RESEARCH

Our research consists of 3 parts.
The first part is students’ compositions on the theme «The person I would like to follow», which show different opinions according to the age  (APPENDIX 1).
The analysis of the compositions demonstrates  that students of 5-6 forms prefer members of their families, relatives and persons they know better and meet every day.

Students of 7-8 forms choose people they see on TV, at concerts and in films.

The second part of our research is the survey among students of 5-8 forms. Children had to answer some questions  (APPENDIX 2):

1.What qualities of a person’s character are important and dominant for you? List them according your preference.
a/ intellect

b/ honesty

c/ devotion

d/ a man of character

e/ justice

f/ generosity

g/ kindness

h/ industry

i/  support

2. Who is your idol?

a/ Kino stars

b/ Pop singers 

c/ Scientists

d/ Historical persons

3. Whom would you like to follow in your family( a mother, an aunt….)?

Why?

4. What main characteristics are crucial for you in making friends with?

· Appearance

· Clothes

· Parents

· Close friends

· Personal characteristics

Having analyzed the answers on the first point of the survey, we have made this circuit.
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These are the results of the second part of the survey:
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Answering the third part of the questionary, the students named the following persons: mothers, fathers, grandparents, elder sisters and brothers. They seldom chose uncles and aunts.

Also we have compared the answers on the last point of the survey. The results are as follows:
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The third part of our research is the contest of newspapers on the theme «Outstanding people». The students of 5-9 forms took part in it (APPENDIX 3)
Then there was made an exposition of the newspapers in the hall of our school where the students presented them and answered the schoolmates’ questions.
The newspaper devoted to Diana got the first prize.
CONCLUSION

I think that each person has an example to follow.
Our research has confirmed that it can be not only an outstanding person, but also a member of the family.
It is very important to find a person and do our best to archive the best characteristics especially in childhood because at the beginning of our life we can make ourselves and our parents, relatives and teachers around us can help to gain this aim. 
My research has showed and demonstrated that some of my schoolmates have an example to follow among famous people such as pop singers, film-stars,  scientists. Other students want to be like their mothers or grandmothers, fathers, aunts, uncles or their elder sisters or brothers.

But in spite of the fact that they have different people they would like to follow , all of my schoolmates know what main characteristics they must have to become  a personality. They must be hard-working, generous, intelligent, kind , responsible and curious.
And the history helps  and teaches us not only to think about ourselves, but also to be useful , helpful and grateful for our society.
The aim of our report has been gained.
The tasks have been fulfilled.

We have come to the conclusion that historical values are important and actual nowadays and if a person want to be a personality, he should form the best characteristics of the person he would like to follow.
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